Text: 1:29-39
Introduction
One of my deep and abiding questions with the gospel narratives is what Jesus knew and when.  If you read the gospel of John – Jesus knows everything from the very beginning and everything takes place in its proper time as Jesus allows.  When you read the Gospel of Mark there are a bunch of points that can be read as inflection or hinge points – Jesus learns something and the story goes in a certain direction after that.  In the text today you have one of those points.  Jesus escapes to the desert to pray, and when found has a defined mission that seem different than what happened before.
Within Mark there are even a couple of points where Jesus appears to have been surprised.  The cry of dereliction from the Cross – why have you forsaken me? – on its face when you strip away the protective theology seems a moment of surprise.  Albert Schweitzer, in what must be one of the great lives of cognitive dissonance, before he went to Africa as a medical missionary for which he is more famous, he was something of a late 19th/early 20th century theological prodigy.  At the age of 30 in 1906 he published a book called the The Quest for the Historical Jesus.  The book is still read today by scholars and it had the effect of shutting down historical Jesus writing for over a generation.  The most shocking line summary: Jesus went to the cross expecting the imminent arrival of the Kingdom of God.  He was wrong.
How one draws that conclusion and then goes to the heart of Africa as a missionary, I’m not sure.  Maybe a greater measure of grace supplied than I am used to thinking about.
Trouble in the World
I bring up that divide and that story because I think there is something going on in the world today that highlights some of that spread.  The catholic church teaches that birth control is a sin.  All protestant churches were right with them until between 1930 and 1958 the Anglican Communion stepwise changed their doctrine.  At the same time 98% of Catholics admit to using birth control.   Before we jump on the ridiculousness of that teaching we should remember Jesus in the sermon on the mount.  You have heard it said do not commit adultery, but I tell you that if you look lustfully at a woman you have already committed adultery.  I think if we are reading Jesus fairly, the depth and extent of our sin is probably greater than we know.  And he doesn’t stop there.  You can read the list starting in Matthew 5.  Jesus’ reading of the 10 commandment is expansive. 
The trouble brewing is what is normative.  Is the teaching that nobody lives up to?  Or is it what everybody does?  The US government is saying what everybody does – so church sponsored entities must supply medical plans that cover what the church’s teaching rebukes.
Take the church’s teaching like the Gospel of John on Jesus.  When looked at from on high, everything is known.  The son was pre-existent and everything is pre-determined. Jesus puts down his own life and will take it back up again.  But take those 98% like the Gospel of Mark.  Like Simon and Andrew, James and John, we are following Jesus, but what he says and does and where he goes just doesn’t always make sense.  Sometimes he goes off into strange wilderness places, when the whole world is looking for him.
There is a gap between the pure teaching and what we understand.  This is epiphany – we move from darkness to light.
Gospel in the Text
We have a cognitive dissonance – caused by our sin and lostness – that often prevents us from following Jesus very closely.  But this text has some great good news.
First, even if we are confused, Jesus is always the one who acts with authority.  The crowds had just seen Jesus dramatically cast a demon out of the synagogue.  They go home – because you didn’t walk anywhere else on the Sabbath until sundown.  But as soon as the sun goes down…they began to carry to him all the sick and demon possessed and the whole city was gathering at the door.  And Jesus healed them of various diseases and expelled many demons.  Did they know who he was?  No, that is exactly the question that the crowds were asking in the synagogue – who is this?  But Jesus heals and restores anyway.  God’s authority is used for the benefit of his people.  God remains faithful.
Second, this is a God who has revealed himself.  Most other spiritual journeys or to use the term of Scheiwzer – quests – are quests for the hidden treasure or the hidden God.  You could say that the entire point of the Budhist quest is to stop questing.  You suffer because you want…so stop wanting.  The pagans don’t know which God to go to.  The athiests have just stopped, figuring it to be a fool’s errand.  Simon and the ones with him searched for him and found him…and he says to them, “we should go elsewhere into the surrounding towns so that I might preach also, for this is why I came.
Christ came to us.  Sometimes is might look like we are the ones searching, but this is a god who allows himself to be found.  More than that this is a god who takes that good news and goes before us.  Showing us the way.  Expelling the demons.   If you feel like you’ve lost Jesus – you haven’t.  He’s right there.  Where he said he’d be.  Wherever two or three are gathered.  This is my body.
Third, this is a God who crosses divides.  Compare the reaction of Simon’s mother-in-law to an interesting omission about the disciples.   It is still the Sabbath.  Jesus will get in trouble shortly for healing a withered hand on the Sabbath.  But Jesus went to Simon’s mother-in-law, touched her and healed her.  Jesus didn’t care if it was the Sabbath – he healed her.  Jesus didn’t care that to touch a sick person would make him “unclean”.  He refused that thought and crossed the divide, because this is the God who makes what he touches clean.  He healed with a touch and in a telling verb “raised her up”.  And her reaction – to serve.  In the Gospel of Mark, those who have been healed serve and tell what happened.  
The disciples?  Jesus says in a questioning verb tense – “We should go elsewhere…”  But the gospel of Mark doesn’t record that they all went.  1:39 says, “He went preaching…”  In 2:1 Jesus returns to Capernaum and the people are still at his door.  I wonder if the disciples took Jesus’ invitation, or if they went back to what must have been a successful and growing ministry to them in Capernaum.  Jesus, everyone looks for you.  (Come back to everyone…in Capernaum.)  
Gospel in the World
There are dramatic conversion stories.  And dramatic restorations.  Jesus still calls his Saul’s on Damascus roads.  But for most of us – it is probably more like the season of epiphany with a gradual dawning – or a growing light across years – sometime fluctuating a little.
We find ourselves touched or healed in some way and seek to serve if only in some small way.
We recognize the authority in the words of Jesus, but it just doesn’t seem possible now.  Or it looks like he’s gone out in the desert.  And we go out to try and bring Jesus back to our nice safe place.  Every generation has its doctrines of the church that it can’t abide. We go change them, only to find Jesus wants to go elsewhere…do we risk it, do we follow, or go back to the popular ministry in Capernaum?
Or maybe we gather at the door, desperate for that healing touch, but always afraid to really cross the threshold.  And then one day it’s your threshold Jesus wants to cross…Zacceaus, I’m going to your place today.
In epiphany, that is ok, in fact expected.  Because Jesus crosses the boundaries.  Jesus brings the gospel to you.  And Jesus invites you along after him.  Come along, we should go elsewhere…
The healing is pure grace.  It is not withheld from anyone.  Jesus exorcised that demon on the cross.
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