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Introduction
This is our second gospel in a row of people being called to discipleship.  But I want to take a step back for just a second to think about the progress of the lessons in the season of Epiphany.  The first lesson for Epiphany proper is always the magi.  God interacted with those wise men where they were at.  Magi were the court astrologers.  Compared to the meanest Jew – they knew nothing about what God had said or done or was doing.  Yet God come to them in the star and set them on a journey.
The Father again shows up in the middle of the wilderness with a scruffy prophet.  The voice from Heaven is a little more explicit – “This is my son”.  But to those Jews the Son of God was often taken as the Davidic King.  Psalm 2:7 – The Lord said to me, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you.”  Or even all of Israel – from Psalm 82:6 – “You are gods, sons of the Most High, all of you.”  We Christians hear those Psalms and skip right to Jesus.  But those pious Jews hearing the voice knew something was at hand – but it could just be the restoration of the Davidic Kingdom or the restoration of Israel.  God will define his Son in Jesus, but He condescends to where we are at.  Nathanael was under the fig tree and wanting to see something.  Jesus invites him to stick around and promises he will see something greater.
Passing By
In today’s text we get a deeper question.  The time is full and the reign of God has drawn near.  The good news of God is being proclaimed.  And the son of God passes by.
Sometimes God condescends to where we are at.  He brings us along on a journey following a surprising light.  A forerunner enters our lives with a warning – repent and be baptized.  A forerunner who makes us question the way we live or think.  And then sometimes God come close and passes by.
The disconsolate Augustine weeping under the fig tree at the waste of his life hears the children singing, “Tolle, Lege” – “take and read”.  And he opens to Romans and rest you know.   Luther’s walk through the woods on a dark night.  You enter the woods a student lawyer and exit a monk.  Or maybe the opposite way.  C.S. Lewis – a monk like don at Magdalene college – who hears the unrelenting approach of God passing by – and is sent into the world as the most dejected and reluctant convert in all England.
Those are some of the more dramatic and poetic  Christian examples.  The church has always loved a good conversion story.  But we shouldn’t forget church’s original conversion story of when God passed by.  The Ethiopian Eunuch reading Isaiah who Philip passes by and explains the reading.  And that early conversion story culminates with a Baptism.  Many Christian’s conversion stories are right here – at this font.  When God passes by in the Water and the Word and places His Spirit within us.
When God passes by, he does so for a reason.  You might say that God doesn’t just make social calls.

Calls to Follow – Dropping the Net
When God passes by, He is proclaiming something.  He is proclaiming that the reign of God is here and now.  And that changes the way we live.
Jesus was passing by Simon and his brother Andrew and they were fishing.  I imagine that you’ve heard that old line about eskimos having 99 or some large number of words that describe snow.  Simon and Andrew were fishing, but the word is like that eskimo story.  They had round nets that they were probably wading out into the sea a little ways, then casting and pulling by hand.  Simon and Andrew had nets – but they were not big time.  And Jesus walks by and says Follow me.  Immediately, letting go of the nets, they followed him.  No longer would they need the nets.  They would be made into fishers of men.
Sometimes when God passes by and calls, we let go of something that once defined us – like what we do.  There might be times that you are happily figuring numbers at IBM and then you find yourself in a pulpit, but I don’t want to hold that out as something standard.  For most of us, we’ve got plenty of idols that define us.  For St. Augustine it was the good life defined by wine, women and song.   Ask yourself what is inhibiting you from sharing the gospel with your neighbor?  Go ahead and think for a second.  Is it middle class respectability – well that is probably your net.  Is there something in your life that you’d be afraid of being called a hypocrite over – that is probably your net.  Make no mistake – this church service is God passing by – follow me, I’ll make you fishers of men.  What is the net that God is calling you to drop?
Calls to Follow – Family, Identity
Sometimes when God passes by and calls us it isn’t what we do or some idol in our lives, but something else that defines us.
Jesus passed by another set of brothers.  James and John.  And these two were not just wading out with small nets.  These two where in a boat.  Their family boat.  With bigger nets.  James is crisply called the James of Zebedee and his brother John.  The picture you might get here is of Zebedee and Sons fishing, LLC.  This was a family business rich enough to have hired men as well – a good size boat.  If we import some information from the gospel of John – his family was related to the high priests.  Zebedee and sons weren’t nobodies.  When Jesus calls James of Zebedee and John, they leave their father and his boat and his hired men.
Sometimes we are defined by our family.  That seems less so today in our age of mobility with families spread all over creation and many of the Zebedee and Son businesses seemingly gone, but there are still places where this might be true.  The call to follow Jesus is the call to see this gathering as family.  
What might be the scarier lesson in discipleship from James and John is the fixed and comfortable identity we might be called to set aside.  Unlike Peter and Andrew who had probably made their nets from available material and it wouldn’t be too hard to pick them back up…James and John, left the boat and their father.  That was a know-n identity.  That was a safe place.  Following Jesus is about finding your identity in the crucified one and following him, sometimes places where you don’t want to go.
There is a reason Lewis was the most dejected convert.  Following Christ…seeing the church as your family…just wasn’t very popular with the Don’ish set of Oxbridge.  And that attitude has seeped into much of modern life.  The church just isn’t very popular.  If you still claim to be part of the catholic and apostolic church – its open to all sinners.  There are not gated communities or other niche marketing strategies in the church.  We are all equally sinners at the foot of the cross.  All equally saints washed in the blood.  We have the same baptism and eat the same holy food.  Little worldly cache in that. 
Conclusion
The epiphany walk, the discipleship walk, moves from ignorance – like the magi – and doubt – like Nathanael – to knowledge and faith.  In following we see the proof in lives changed and lived.  We see that the Son has passed by.  In following Christ we see that the reign of God has come near – usually starting small in places we wouldn’t expect.  But discipleship isn’t without its choices.
Do you leave your nets?  Do you get out of your Father’s boat?  Do you risk the rulers we know, for the reign of the crucified?
The reign of God has come near, today…repent and trust that good news.  That Jesus has called you.
