[bookmark: _GoBack]Text: John 1: 43-51
Introduction
This is the season of Epiphany.  Christmas lasts twelve days – Dec 25th to Jan 6th.  Epiphany is a season of usually green altar cloths signifying it’s the church’s time – it used to be called ordinary time.  And the season lasts up to six weeks weeks.  God has broken into the world.  We’ve had an epiphany.  And now we get to process…to incorporate the truth of that revelation into our lives…into our very flesh.  And that is never an immediate thing.  We have to stick around to see it.
Trouble in the World
I stumbled across something this week that might serve as an example of the trouble in the world in regards to things Spiritual.  The author is a Dr. Stephanie Paulsell.   She is the Houghten Professor of the Practice of Ministry at the Harvard Divinity School.  I might be tempted to call it a High Place – except that has a different meaning in an Apostolic Church.
Dr. Paulsell, “Over the years, as our school has become more multireligious, our students have urged us toward new ways of gathering for community worship. Even the most welcoming service can obscure our distinctiveness, they told us. We want to be with each other as we truly are, they said. We want to be present for each other's prayers and rituals and practices. We want to be led in Torah study by the Jewish students and in Friday prayers by the Muslims; to listen to a dharma talk with the Buddhist students and hear a sermon with the Baptists; to be with the Episcopalian students for the Eucharist and with the Hindus for puja; to light Advent candles with the Roman Catholics, offer prayers at the flaming chalice with the Unitarian Universalists and keep silence with the Quakers…These days our community worship is led by one of the religious communities in our school. We begin with brief opening words and a lifting up of the prayers, hopes and longings collected in a notebook at the door of the chapel. Then we enter into the practice of a particular religious community, joining in where we can…”
You send you bright young things to Harvard Divinity you better be careful.  When they come back to the pulpit you might find prayers to Shiva the Destroyer on Ash Wednesday and the Spring Spirit on Easter.
Trouble in the Text
But that sad state of affairs in the Harvard Divinity Chapel might not be a bad reference to the text today.  Philip – from Bethsaida – near Jerusalem, near the big town.   And we heard last week that all the town had been going out to John the Baptist.  If what we understand about the time is valid – John wasn’t the only one.  There were Zealots – like eventual one of the twelve, Simon the Zealot.  And the Zealots were always running to the next big leader who could show and lead them on the way to defeat the Romans.  There were mysterious groups called the Essenes who broke away and lived a pseudo-monastic life.  The relatively famous Dead Sea Scrolls from a place called Qumran were a product of their religious life.  Various rabbis were always teaching something.  We catch a flavor of that when people come up to Jesus with trick questions, especially questions on divorce.  The questions were always designed to anger one group or the other.  The temple – run by the corrupt Sadducees  - was also around.  And in the middle were the crowds.  When you read the gospels you are always wondering about the crowds that follow Jesus from the start.  The crowds that turn Jesus’s gut…as sheep without a shepherd.
The crowds would wonder from one teacher to the next.  One day being led in worship by the fire and brimstone Torah preacher, the next by the muslim, the next by the Hindu, the next by the Unitarian, etc.
I mixed up my time frames a little there, but I hope you get the point.
Gospel in the Text
And then you have Nathanael…Nathanael  under the fig tree.  And that fig tree is an interesting image.  We could imagine Nathanael just lazing away the day.  Not knowing who to turn to for the truth…at least this fig gives shade and fruit.  Others have been arrested by that image trying to explain it.  A favorite one is that rabbis and students often taught or studied under a fig, such that being under the fig became a shorthand for seeking, praying, meditating.  “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree”…while you were pondering. 
Still others find reference to Hosea 9:10 – “Like grapes in the wilderness, I found Israel. Like the first fruit on the fig tree in its first season, I saw your fathers. But they came to Baal-peor and consecrated themselves to the thing of shame, and became detestable like the thing they loved. (Hos 9:10 ESV)”  But this time Jesus sees this fruit under the fig tree – someone studying, someone seeking God – and Jesus proclaims “Here is a true Isrealite in whom there is nothing false.”  Unlike that first Israel, found by God, this true Israelite stays away from the Baals.
It is hard not to like Nathanael I think.  If just for the crack – “Can anything good come from Nazareth.”  His brother Phillip runs up bursting with great news – we’ve found him…the one Moses talked about…its Jesus of Nazareth.
Really?
Nazareth…maybe you should slow down a little brother.  And it is so easy to hear a modern ironic cadence to the conversation.  
Come and See!
If you insist brother, I’ll get myself up from my fig tree and see this messiah.
Now, here is a true Isrealite…
How do you know me? {You one more false messiah.}
I saw you while you were under the fig tree.
Rabbi…you are obviously the Son of God…the King of Isreal 
Do you believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree?...You shall see greater things than that.
And there it turns real serious
I tell you the truth…Amen, Amen…let’s put the kidding aside.  You will see heaven open and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the son of man.
And now you’ve had an epiphany and an invitation.  This messiah holds it lightly; he’s willing to banter.  And He will offer proof…he’s talking truth, not just well told stories or supposition without evidence.  You will see!  
But I just said those words in jest.  I didn’t mean them.  But what Jesus is offering is a chance to mean them.  You’ve got a choice with an epiphany.  Do you stick around to see?  Do you incorporate the epiphany of Jesus into your life…or do you go back to fig tree?
The gospel epiphany requires sticking around.  Jesus would spend three years showing Nathanael and the twelve.  Discipleship is a swim toward the deep, toward the cross, and away from the shallow.
Gospel in the World
So much of our world is content with the shallow.  Like the Harvard worship buffet.  A little of this and oh I like that ritual.  And the yogi is quite light and slimming I hear.
That is not Jesus’ proclamation to you.  Jesus says He is the way, the truth and the life.
Not that there might not be some truth somewhere in that buffet, but compared to Jesus, it’s shallow.  You know about the reality of Jesus, and not the shadows.  Not that you can’t learn something from a little study, but join in worshipping the Baals?  When you have the pearl of great price?
No.  Jesus’ proclamation is you will see everything you need in him.
Forgiveness…covered by his blood.  Reconciliation…we have one mediator with the Father. Victory…I tell you, you will see heaven open, and the angels of the God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.  Our last great enemy death has been put under His feat because of Sunday morning, Easter Morning.  The iron fetters of death and the brass gates of hell couldn’t hold This one.  Jesus King most wonderful, Conquer renowned.
Stick around.  Go deep.  You will see greater things than what any buffet could offer.  Amen.
