“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” - John 1:14 
[bookmark: _GoBack]On the secular calendar, New Years is often a day set aside to “take stock”.  We create lists: best, worst, lost, found.  We make new promises to ourselves, each other.   We break old promises or maybe better old habits.  The secular calendar sets aside 1 day to do this.  It shouldn’t really be a surprise that those promises fade quickly, that the lists are written on water.  The secular calendar treats humans as a digital switch – on/off.  We aren’t digital.  We are hopelessly analog.  With all the imperfections and bumps and hisses that go along with that.  But that analog also comes with the human warmth that a digital life would lose in its perfection.  That secular calendar is literally inhuman.
Contrast that with the Christian calendar or seasons of preparation (i.e. Advent/Lent), Holy Days (Christmas, Easter), and times of taking it in (Epiphany, After Pentecost).  We prepare, something big happens, we learn to live with the results.  That is human.
Shakespeare wrote a play titled Twelfth Night – a comedy, it ends with a wedding.  That carol that goes on forever with partridges, pears and lords a leaping has twelve days.  On the Christian calendar Christmas is a season of twelve days.  In the bleak mid-winter it says take a short fortnight just to live in the grace of the gift.  
But the beginning of John says Jesus came in grace and truth.  We eventually move to understanding the truth of that grace.  That is the season of Epiphany.  It varies in length from year to year depending upon the date of Easter.  It starts in the  middle of the weak – Jan 5th – with the Epiphany proper which marks the arrival of the Magi.  In the middle of the week, in the middle of the grace, we start to understand.  We start to see the light.  The Sunday’s of Epiphany are set pieces of the life of Christ.  The first Sunday is the baptism in the Jordan.  The last Sunday is the transfiguration.  The two occasions of the heavenly voice – “this one is my son, listen to him”.  Spread throughout the Epiphany season are scenes like the wedding at Cana, Jesus cleansing a leper, the calling of disciples.  We have received the gift, now just what kind of gift is this? And how much of that truth am I willing to receive?  How closely do I listen?
Unlike the secular digital world where it is always yes or no.  The church calendar is analog.  It invites you to learn more.  To live in the grace of the Lord while seeking understanding.  To experience high holy days and yet journey through the plains.  To hear that crackling fuzz of the cloud of witnesses.  To come to the knowledge of The Truth.

