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Christmas – and children’s programs especially – can major in cute.   Ricky Bobby’s “little baby jesus” prayer put a gentle mock to that sentimentality.  But what sentimentality often hides is horror at a narrow escape.  We can look with sentimental eyes after the results of a great risk are known.  Think about things like Ellis Island or the taking of a new job or move to a new city.  There is little sentiment in the moment because the gap between risk and result is too great.
The creed captures some of the amazing crazy risk of this manger.  God’s only Son, our Lord…and that was true before this manger.  In the beginning was a the Word…through Him all things were made.  The creator of everything…the only son… the Lord…was born of the Virgin Mary.
Think how helpless babies are.  Even a little older like these kids are still pretty helpless.  But a newborn.  In an age without hospitals, and antibiotics and everything that we have to aid childbirth.   A Newborn, of the virgin Mary.  A girl, 12 – 14, just a few years older than Anna.  Not a woman who’d done this before.  Not even really married yet.  And worse than that – away from home.  At the end of journey.  Absolutely nothing had been tested or proven or known about this. 
The Lord…the only son…the creator…entrusted Himself to the Virgin Mary.   How could God take such a risk?
The Baby’s Mission
It started there in this manger, but God didn’t stop with the risks.  Mary turned out to be the bright one.  We can get sentimental because she’s Mary.
But Jesus entrusted himself to our law.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate.  That second verse of Greensleaves tells the story.  Nails, spear, shall pierce him through, the cross be born for me, for you.
What Child is this?  The creator…the Lord…who risks everything…who puts himself under our judgment…who takes our punishment.
How could God take such a risk?  The King of Kings salvation brings…because God is love.  Not to take that risk was to be the distant and wrathful God of fear.  But with the Lord there is mercy.  In the risks of the manger…in the risks of the cross…God showed us himself, showed us his beating heart, in the incarnation… Jesus
And all those risks were taken for you.  Purchased and won you, with his holy precious blood.
The Reign of the Manger
God still goes to great risks today.  Even after experiencing our justice.  Knowing in his body the full force of what we can do, he still entrusts us with His Kingdom.  The reign of the manger starts now in us.
Jesus is still – always was – the only son of God – the Lord.  He sits at the right hand of the Father.  Surely he could come in power and glory and full revelation.  But he has chosen the time of grace.  The answer given to the martyrs when they ask how long is a little longer…the full number must come in…the time of grace must be fulfilled.
And the Lord exercises His grace through us.  Through his body the church in many a varied ways.  God works through means.  He constantly invites us to share in his reign of grace.  To anyone familiar enough with the church, that is probably the most shocking risk of all.
How could God take such a risk?
That is what love does.  The Lord of all…risks being the servant of all.
And he calls his people, to the manger, to the cross, and eventually to his side.
Be near me Lord Jesus I ask thee to stay
Close by me forever, and love me I pray
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care
And take us to heaven to live with thee there.
It’s a little sentimental, heaven actually comes down here.  But you can be sentimental when you know the result of the risk.  Amen.

