
AWAY IN A MANGER

CHRISTMAS CONFESSION (CREED/CATECHISM)
L.	I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary . . . 
C.	I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord.

READING	Luke 2:1–5   
Reader 1: In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
Reader 2: This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 
Reader 1: And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 
Reader 2: And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.
(Joseph and Mary walk down the center aisle to the front of the church.)

HYMN	O Little Town of Bethlehem
	Stanzas 1–2
	O little town of Bethlehem,
    How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
    The silent stars go by;
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
    The everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years
    Are met in thee tonight.

	For Christ is born of Mary,
    And, gathered all above
While mortals sleep, the angels keep
    Their watch of wond’ring love.
O morning stars, together
    Proclaim the holy birth,
And praises sing to God the king
    And peace to all the earth!








READING	Luke 2:6–7	
Reader 1: And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 
Reader 2: And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
(Mary places Baby Jesus is Manger)

HYMN	Away In a Manger
	Stanzas 1–2
	Away in a manger no crib for a bed
The Little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay
	The cattle are lowing the baby awakes
But little Lord Jesus no crying He makes
I love thee Lord Jesus Look down from the sky
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh




READING	Luke 2:8–14	
Reader 1: And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
(Shepherds come forward.)
Reader 2: And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. 
(Angel comes forward. Shepherds act scared!)
Reader 1: And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
(Angel raises hands over head.)
Reader 2: “And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 
Reader 1: And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,
( ALL CHILDREN & Congregation.)
“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom He is pleased!” 
(Angels leave.)

HYMN	Angels We Have Heard on High

Angels we have heard on high,
    Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply,
    Echoing their joyous strains.

Refrain:
Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Shepherds, why this jubilee?
    Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
    Which inspire your heav’nly song? 
Refrain.

Come to Bethlehem and see
    Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee
    Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 
Refrain.

READING	Luke 2:15–20
Reader 1: When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 
(Shepherds stand.)
Reader 2: And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 
(Shepherds walk to manger.)
Reader 1: And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 
(Shepherds kneel; Mary holds her hands over her heart.)
Reader 2: And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
(Mary picks up the baby. Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds leave down the middle aisle, perhaps declaring, “Jesus is born!”)

MEDITATION	The Baby in the Manger

CREED & CATECHISM
L.	[He] suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
C.	[He] has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death. 

HYMN	What Child Is This

What child is this, who, laid to rest,
    On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
    While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
    Haste, haste to bring Him laud,
    The babe, the son of Mary!

Why lies He in such mean estate
    Where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here
    The silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through,
The cross be borne for me, for you;
    Hail, hail the Word made flesh,
    The babe, the son of Mary!

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh;
    Come, peasant, king, to own Him.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The King of kings salvation brings;
    Let loving hearts enthrone Him.
Raise, raise the song on high,
The virgin sings her lullaby;
    Joy, joy, for Christ is born,
    The babe, the son of Mary!

MEDITATION	The Baby’s Mission

CREED & CATECHISM
L.	He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
C.	That I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true.

READING	Isaiah 9:6-7
Reader 1: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
Reader 2: and the government will be on his shoulders. 
Reader 1: And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Reader 2: Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. 
Reader 1: The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 

HYMN	Away In a Manger
	Stanzas 1,3
	Away in a manger no crib for a bed
The Little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay
	Be near me Lord Jesus I ask thee to stay
Close by me forever and love me I pray
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care
And take us to heaven to live with thee there




 MEDITATION	The Reign of the Manger


HYMN	Once in Royal David’s City
	Stanzas 1,4
	Once in Royal David’s City stood a lowly cattle shed
Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for His bed
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child
	And our eyes at last shall see him through his own redeeming love
For that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heav’n above
And He lead his children on to the place where He is gone



CLOSING
L.	Go In peace, the word has been fulfilled
C.	My eyes have seen the salvation which has been prepared in the sight of all peoples

BENEDICTION
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