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Introduction
I have to admit that I always feel a twinge of envy when I read about or see the Roman church declaring a “new saint”.  I intellectually know that we have some differences in theology.  The biggest difference being the teaching of purgatory.  For Rome to declare a saint, to them it means that they know – through example of life and the post death miracles asked for through the invocation of the saint – they know that the saint resides in the beautiful vision of God…that the soul is not just in purgatory.  It is not that theology that I envy.   I much more highly value our one great high priest – Jesus Christ.  “There is one name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”  That was Peter being the rock – confessing Jesus to the Sanhedrin in Acts.  The invocation of the saints doesn’t make sense when you’ve got that one High Priest Jesus.  
But there is still some truth that I think our tradition is missing that causes that envy.
Creed – Trouble in the Text
In the Apostles Creed there is a line that we confess as our common faith…we believe in the communion of saints.  And that means more than just those gathered coming up to this rail.
But the simple sources never take that phrase up.  In Luther’s small catechism, his explanation – the what does this mean section – tracks the lines of the creed.  You can follow along on page 323 of the Hymnal.
The first line of the creed…“We believe in the Holy Spirit.”  Luther’s explanation – what does this mean? – starts, “I believe the I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him, but the Holy Spirit has called me…and kept me.”
The next line of the creed…“the holy Christian Church” – Luther’s explanation…“in the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens and sanctifies the whole Christian church.”
But the next portion of Luther’s explanation is…“In this Christian Church he daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers”.  Which is perfect for the creedal line – We believe in the forgiveness of sins.  But it skips completely the creed’s confession we believe in the communion of saints.
The Synodical Catechism – little blue, or now little maroon – expands on Luther’s simple answers, and it is usually pretty clear and straight-forward.   It recognizes that omission of any explanation of the communion of saint.  The synod’s teachers jam the two phrases together with a comma – We believe in the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints - and proceeds in its questions to ignore the word communion.  Nothing interesting here, now come along.
Luther does take it up in the Large Catechism which probably sets the pattern we’ve seen.  Do you know what he has to say?  “the word communion, which is added, ought not to be translated communion, but congregation.  It is nothing else than an interpretation or explanation by which someone meant to show what the Christian church is.”  Changing a definition of a word seems to me to be an easy way out.  Especially if you aren’t going to do more than just assert it.  I’m kinda a stickler for understanding, at least at first blush, understanding a word as the first or most common definition given in a dictionary.  Call me simple.  My Latin dictionary for the word communio says “sharing in common”.   A congregation – as Luther would assert it means - isn’t in the definitions list.  My guess – the communion of saints gave too much to his polemical enemies.  Just as Luther would declare the Scriptural letter of James to be an epistle of straw when the Cardinal’s would quote it against him…he might have found the communion of saints to troubling.  So it becomes an inconsequential thing that “someone added to show what the Christian church was.”
So if the typical sources are unhelpful.  In what sense on this All Saints Day can I understand the communion of saints – the sharing in common of the saints?  Why do I have the felt experience of truth when I see a saint declared?  Or maybe a felt experience of communion in an icon?  Or feel a connectedness to a saint who has past?
Gospel in the Text
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.
I saw under the altar the souls of all who had been martyred for the word of God and for being faithful in their testimony. 10 They shouted to the Lord and said, "O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you judge the people who belong to this world and avenge our blood for what they have done to us?" 11 Then a white robe was given to each of them. And they were told to rest a little longer until the full number of their brothers and sisters-- their fellow servants of Jesus who were to be martyred-- had joined them.  Rev 6:9-11
How long will the land mourn and the grass of every field wither? (Jer 12:4 ESV)
I have seen your abominations, your adulteries…on the hills in the field. Woe to you, O Jerusalem! How long will it be before you are made clean?" (Jer 13:27 ESV)
O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not hear? Or cry to you "Violence!" and you will not save? (Hab 1:2 ESV)
How long shall there be lies in the heart of the prophets who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart, (Jer 23:26 ESV)
How long will you waver, O faithless daughter? For the LORD has created a new thing on the earth: (Jer 31:22 ESV)
"How long shall it be till the end of these wonders?" (Dan 12:6 ESV)

Gospel in the World
The communion of saints, the sharing in common of the saints.  Saints here on earth – in the Church Militant.  Saints there in the calm of paradise – in the Church at rest.  The communion of saints is that cry – How Long?  The communion of Saints is the common prayer – “Thy Kingdom Come, thy will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven.”
Our theme song for today gets this order right.
The golden evening brightens in the west, soon, soon to faithful warriors cometh rest, sweet is the calm of paradise the blest.  But that is only temporary.  That is not the victory promised.  That escape to the bosom of Abraham – better though it may be than our struggle here – is not the final word.  Those witnesses ask – How long?
But, lo, there breaks a yet more glorious day.  The saints triumphant…rise in bright array.  The King of Glory passes on His way.  We believe in the resurrection of the dead.  The Church Militant and the Church at Rest on that day becomes the Church Triumphant.  And at that triumphant entry – The King comes in glory.  No longer meek…and riding a donkey… toward the cross.  Riding this time toward the judgment seat.
From earths wide bounds, from oceans farthest coast, through gates of pearl streams in the countless host.  Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from where have they come?  I looked and behold a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes, and peoples and languages.  These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation.  That have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the lamb.  
We believe in the life of the world to come.  In the new heavens and the new earth.  In the New Jerusalem – with Jesus Christ at its center among his people.
Conclusion
All the saints share a common prayer – “thy kingdom come...how long?”  All the saints share a common promise and a common hope.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness for they shall be satisfied.
The last words of the bible…He who testifies to these things says, "Surely I am coming soon." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! (Rev 22:20 ESV)

