Text: Matt 21:33-46
Introduction
Today is David’s 6th birthday.  He is now old enough that David has expectations.  I might say great expectations – but I can still meet the majority of them.  The day is quickly coming when that won’t be the case.  And even though I can say that and know that – it will still strike me.  I’ll think I have the perfect gift, or I think I’ll continue to have the ability to teach him or beat him in basketball or chess  - and just as the shot that gives me the e of horse falls through the hoop – it will surprise me.  That was not my expectation.   What was always the case will be no more.   
Text – One Traditional Reading
In reading parables the first thing we always naturally try and do is assign a key to the cast of characters.  We allegorize them.   Now I’m not one of those who will shake their finger at allegory.  Most scholars today would tut-tut at allegory.  An example,  Joachim Jeremias – a great early 20th century theologian – on today’s parable – “This parable, linked as it is with Isa 5:1-7, shows allegorical character that is unique among Jesus’ parables…yet a comparison of the texts shows that this [allegorical] impression can hardly be correct.”  Well now, doing what the church has done almost immediately with the parables –even this one with a unique allegorical character – is cast out by Dr. Jeremias.  Of course what he goes on to do is now also hopelessly passé – we know so much more now.
No – I’m not firmly against the allegory.  But what I would say is beware of the over-easy identification of who is who.  Wrestle with it.  Especially when you try and make applications.  
Think along with me for a second.  The church’s reading of today’s parable is traditionally:  The landowner is God.  The Son is Jesus.  The first renters physical Israel.  The renter’s to come the church.  And even the youngest among us could probably complete that allegory.  But the question I want to ask is: who does that confirm?  Who does that strengthen?
If you were reading it to Jews, it might still hit home.  The chief priests and the Pharisees knew that it was directed at them.  But to a congregation of gentiles.  All that allegory seems to do is confirm me in my self-righteousness.  After all I’m the second renter.  The church will turn over the fruits.  My expectations are that I’m good and the vineyard is ours.
It’s not that the traditional interpretation is wrong.  It has lasted so long because it is so clear and does resonate.  But the audience matters.  Telling that application leads a gentile church to the same position as those Priests and Pharisees.  We are the people of the vineyard.  We are the chosen ones.  We bring the fruit.  And before you know it, a servant comes whose message we don’t like.  So we treat him poorly.  And then another one shows up and we get a little rougher.  And then the son…and we have the expectation that if we kill him, there is no one else.  The vineyard is ours to do with what we please.
Text – Application Two
No, after wrestling with this text for longer than I’d like to say, I think for us, this is about expectations.
Who had expectations?  What were those expectations?  Which expectations get fulfilled?
The renters had expectations.  They expected they could steal the land or at least expected the absentee landlord would not really care about their actions.  They expected that if they killed the heir – the vineyard was theirs.  They expected their words and actions were final.
The slaves and messengers and the son had expectations.  That the renters would hear.
The landowner had expectations.  That fruit would come from his vineyard.  That the renters would be faithful in performance.  That his son would accomplish what he was sent to do.
Then Jesus turned to the Priests and the Pharisees – his audience – and asks, “When the Lord of the Vineyard comes, what will he do to these farmers?”  And they answered, “He will horribly kill those evil ones and he will lease the vineyard to other farmers – anyone who will yield the fruit at the appointed time.”
Whose expectations will be met?
Application
The history of churches and of congregations, of ministers and popes, of heretics and saints is one of expectation.  The key is where do those expectations rest?  How do we answer Jesus’ question?
Much of the western world clearly believes the vineyard is theirs to do with as they please.  You have sons and daughters of the vineyard who lightly disregard its teaching.  Who scorn preaching and the word of God.  Landowner?  He’s not coming back.  There is no landowner.  The vineyard is ours.  Let us take what we want.  Neglect the poor, cheat the widow.  Make a fast buck.  Keep all the returns for ourselves and expect more faster.
You have churches and ministers who have thrown away the contract.  We don’t need this musty book.  The landowner is too long coming.  We can make our own rules.  We can define fruit however we want to, as if the lease didn’t tell us pretty clearly.  What the son said, we don’t much care.  If we put him outside the walls – remove that cross, take out the unflattering reminders, don’t read the rough verses our ears don’t like - the place is ours.
You have congregations and synods who mistake themselves for the landowner.  Someone else can do the work because we are the sender.  Or some that spend all their time looking at the lease to find the loopholes – and forget to produce the fruit and the appointed time.  They expect that studying the lease is the fruit – so lost in legalism.
The history of the church is full of misplaced expectations.  Expectations placed in us.  Expectations placed in sent servents.
The saints – the saints call upon the Lord.  The saints expectation is that the landowner will get his fruit.  The zeal of the Lord of Hosts will accomplish this.  What the Lord has done is marvelous in their eyes.
Sure Expectation
Whose expectations will be met?  When the Lord of the Vineyard comes….
The fruit will be made and gathered.  Jesus told the priests –“ the reign of God will be taken from you and will be given to a nation – one who makes her fruit.”  If the church falls silent, another will be found.  The Word of God does not return empty.  The name of Jesus will be proclaimed and the good news preached to the poor.
The landowner will return.  God is not absent.  He has poured out his Spirit.  He is present – body and blood…wherever two or three are gathered.   He cares about his vineyard, and wants to see it prosper.
His son will be respected and heard.
Jesus said to them, “Did you never read in the scriptures – the stone the builders rejects has become the cornerstone…and it is marvelous in our eyes…the one who falls upon this stone will be crushed, and the one it falls upon will be sifted.”
The first time the son came with an expectation of grace.  Now is a season of grace.  A time to produce the fruits for the appointed time.  On That day of the Lord, the time of grace shall end.  Those who refused to hear, who did not see the wonder in the cross, will be crushed.
Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]Getting our expectations right is tough.  But the Christian should make every effort to get his or her expectations in line with the sure expectations of the landowner.  Fruit will be produced and returned.  The son will be respected and heard.  The vineyard will prosper.  Is the appointed season drawing close?  Are we prepared with the fruits, or are we going to be surprised when our expectations are shattered?  Amen.
