[bookmark: _GoBack]Text: Romans 10:5-17
Text
In Romans Chapter 10 Paul continues to reflect on the fact that all but a remnant of Jews are rejecting Jesus.  And he is hunting around for explanations.  Romans 9 is one of the deepest chapters in the bible dealing with the election of God or the Sovereignty of God.   And the reflection ends with the bitter admission that “they, the Jews, have stumbled over the stumbling stone” and “that it had been prophesied” and “that it might be in God’s will, in his Sovereign election” – “what right does the clay have to speak back to the potter.”  Making Paul’s blessing of Christ in 9:5 a broken Halleluiah.
But Paul does not let his reflection stop at that fatalistic point.  Like Abraham negotiating with God over Sodom – don’t be mad with me, but if I find 10 righteous, will the just Lord of all not spare the city?… Paul picks it up again in Romans 10:1 – “Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved (Rom 10:1 NIVO)”.
And then in today’s text Paul smashes these two OT verses against each other.  He quotes Leviticus 18:5 on the righteousness of the law – “the person who does them [the commandments] will live by them”.  And he quotes Deuteronomy 30:11-14, “The word is very near you – in your mouth and in your heart.  So don’t ask who will scale heaven and plumb hell.”  The Word has drawn close to you.
That is the righteousness of faith…the word of faith which [Paul] preached.  Christ the living Word has come down from heaven.  Christ the living Word has descended into hell.  Christ the living Word has been raised and glorified and drawn near to you.
And the next two verses of Romans 10 carry the weight of Paul’s reflection.  And I wish I could better show you or express to you the beauty and the mystery in these two verses.
In verse 9 the conditional verbs are active.  Because if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and you believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  The person who does this will live by them.  And it is true.  But we can’t do it by ourselves.  It’s a folk wisdom that you can’t make the heart do what it doesn’t want to.
In verse 10 the verbs are passive.  It is real hard to express that in English.  How do you turn believe and confess into passive verbs? …  For with the heart one is believed or is held in righteousness, and with the mouth one is confessed/is declared in salvation.  The Word has drawn near.  The Spirit has taken residence in you.  In Luther’s Words: I cannot by my own reason or strength come to Jesus Christ or believe in him, but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.  The Spirit that God puts in us believes and confesses – allows us to believe and confess.  We are passive recipients of God’s grace.  And we actively display that grace in belief and confession.
So the bible constantly affirms two things that seem to be in conflict.  God is Sovereign.  God gets what God wants…And we are responsible for our actions.   God has electied… yet this is a God who can be swayed.  Who can be moved to compassion.  Have his guts churned.
And the way the Father has chosen to work is through the Word.  He sent Jesus, his son to proclaim the advent, the drawing near, of the Kingdom.  Reversing Paul’s questions – Jesus sent his disciples to proclaim to preach that kingdom.  And through that proclamation some might believe.  And those who believe will call up on the name of the Lord.  And all who might call upon the name of the Lord will be saved.
There is no distinction between Jew and Greek.  The same call has gone out to all.  For he is the Lord of all, and is rich to all those who call upon him.
Application
The question is who are you calling upon?  Which one are you confessing with your mouth?  Which person do you believe with your heart?
Are you putting the law before the gospel?   Are you following the righteousness of the law?  If I just believe enough, I can fix this.  I believe in myself.  I give myself my daily affirmation.  I confess myself.  I summon up the strength from within me.   I call on my inner spirit.  These are all the advice of modern therapy.  The advice constantly given.  Dig deep.  Find it within yourself.
Or does the gospel come first?  Are you following the righteousness of faith?  I can’t believe this, I can’t fix this.  Lord be merciful.  I confess that I am a poor and miserable sinner, but that Christ has purchased and won me by his precious blood.  From where does my strength come?  It comes from outside of me; it comes from the Lord who has placed a new spirit within me.
Who is the hero of your story?  Is it yourself?... or is it Christ? 
The second question is are you fully engaged?
While the ultimate action is from God.  God sent his son Jesus – the Word.  Jesus sent his disciples.  And the great cloud of witnesses has proclaimed that Word ever since.  What that looks like is fully engaged and active disciples.
Disciples who confess with their mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in their heart that God raised him from the dead.  Just a dry intellectual consent isn’t enough.  I can confess the creed – and not really know it in my heart.  The same way I can be “on fire” for Jesus,  my heart can know,  but my confession is not of Jesus the Lord who was raised, but of Jesus Captain America or Jesus my boyfriend, or any of the various Jesus’ walking around today.  The disciple is engaged heart and mouth – belief and confession.
Christ won’t do with less than your whole self.  Jesus wants to renew and restore and redeem the whole you.  Not just some small part that you are willing to turn over.
Because he’s got a job… God desires that all people call upon Jesus and be saved.  And that is not in some Star Trek Borg way.  To be saved means to be restored to the way God wanted you to be.  To become fully you.  A you that sin has made sure you never knew.  Look out at this good world and the diversity that God made.  And he’s got a place just for each and every person out there within His sovereign election.
But his chosen means are us.  How might they call upon someone they don’t believe?  And How might they believe what they did not hear?  How will they hear apart from proclaiming?
And how might we proclaim, if we have not been sent?
But we have been sent.  Go, make disciples of all nations, baptizing and teaching – Jesus’ last words to us, to all the disciples.
The faith comes through hearing.  We have something active to do.  We are responsible for our own action.  Our actions have meaning here and now, and in eternity. But the hearing… it comes through the Word of Christ.  God has gone before us – opening ears.  Spreading his word as seed to the wind.
And if the ears don’t appear open…this is a God who listens to prayer.  Who Abraham bargained down to 10.  Who captured in Scripture Paul’s desires for his brothers.  Who said he wants all.  We can hold him to that. 
