Text: John 4:5-26; Baptism

Introduction

There was a big movie last summer called Inception.  From what I understand it was all about dreams and the subconscious mind… in between the important scenes of things blowing up.  What Inception is really good at is playing with the divergence between objective reality and our subjective experience of reality.  Some dreams – which are not flesh and blood real, not objectively real – can never-the-less subjectively feel more real than that moment when we wake up. 
Another movie by the same director – Memento – achieved much same effect by its constant time shifting.  It was only when at the end we are given the perspective of a more reliable person, that the events make sense.  The movie Doubt with Meryl Streep as an old-school nun, plays off of the same differences in perception, without ever really offering an objective view.  To somewhat break-out of the indie movies, even Batman – The Dark Knight, asked subjective and objective questions.  The Joker just wanted to watch the world burn.  Could the Dark Knight be objectively justified using subjectively suspicious means – like co-opting the cell phones of every resident of Gotham?
Doctrinal Point       
Theologians, and the writer of today’s gospel, were there a long time before the modern entertainments.   Justification is the big word for what God has done for us.  Through Christ who we receive – who we are buried with – in these baptismal waters God makes us just or righteous.  It doesn’t come from us, but from outside of us.  It doesn’t come by anything we do or say.  We are objectively justified.
St. Peter would write – Baptism now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

St. Paul would write - We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.

And in last week’s gospel we heard Jesus say to Nicodemus that we must be born again, born of water and the spirit.

In God’s story – this sacrament is objective justification.  This sacrament is how God connects us to Christ and gives us the Spirit.  And God’s story is the objectively true one – he’s the reliable narrator.
Text 1
But subjectively, most of us experience God in our lives somewhat differently.  We have our own subjective stories.  Some have dramatic conversion stories.  Some have tales worthy of the prodigal son.  Some have epiphanies like the two disciples on the road to Emmaus.  And some are a whimsical romantic comedy where the lovers are the only ones who don’t see it.  Or the Beast turns out to have something that wasn’t there before.
We probably don’t get everything going on, but today’s gospel lesson (really only half of the story) is funny and full of those images.  The well scene or backdrop in the Old Testament is the place where Bridegroom meets bride.  Abraham sends his servant to the old country to find a wife for Isaac.  The servant comes into the country and stops just outside the well and prays to God – “the woman who gets me water, let her be the one for Isaac.”  And Rebekah offers him water from the well.  A generation later, Jacob is fleeing Easu back to his mother Rebekah’s brother, and he stops at the well – where he spies Rachel – and proceeds to show off like the peacock strutting, rolling away the Wellstone by himself and watering her entire herd of livestock.  And Moses fleeing from Pharaoh into Midian on the other side of the desert, exhausted from the flight, he plops down at the well where he meets the seven daughters of the priest of Midian Jethro, saves them, and finds shelter and his wife Zipporah.
Jesus, wearied from the journey – he is moving from Jerusalem to Galilee, in the gospel of John he’s somewhat on the run, the Pharisees had heard he was Baptizing more than John the Baptist ever had – he plops himself at the well.  (It’s the sixth hour – remember that for a little later.)  And a woman approaches who Jesus asks for a drink.  We think we know where this is going.  But this Samaritan woman is no Rebekah.  
Instead we get the witty back and forth.  The world-weary and cynical voice of experience and wariness.  “You a Jew, ask me a Samaritan woman, for a drink?”  My, my, my – look whose standards have fallen!  

“If you only knew.  You could have had living water.”

“Living water, now that’s something.  But look at you – no cup to fetch, the well is deep.  You think you are better than Jacob.  He gave us this which I can see.”  I think I’ll pass on the living water, thanks.
“You drink of that water…its just water.  But I’ve got a spring.  It will lead to eternal life.”

“Lord almighty, ok, you just don’t give up do you.  You get me some of that water, then I won’t have to come back here.”
App 1

The objective reality is the Jesus is the Bridegroom.  He has come in search of his bride.  He wants to give the living waters.  The waters that whoever drinks them in will never thirst.  But often our subjective stories don’t see that.  We get trapped in our cynicism.  We find the water we have – however stagnant or brackish – is better than the risk of faith.  We can’t recognize the Bridegroom, because he doesn’t show up in the nice tux or the appearance that we expect.  Instead he comes at the sixth hour – about noon.  Exhausted, and bloody, and saying “I thirst” – hanging on a cross.  Not strutting like the peacock – but saving us all the same.

Text 2

And the Rom-Com banter takes a serious turn.  “Go call you husband.”

In any good Romantic Comedy the moment of truth comes.  The moment of recognition.  That everything that has been light and fluffy is really something more.  The subjective story either bends toward truth, or it becomes a farce.

“I have no husband.”

“What you have said…is true.”

But the truth isn’t safe.  It makes us change our stories to conform to The Story God is telling.  The truth needs to be tested.  Is this real, or just a dream.

“I see you are a prophet.  We worshipped on this mountain (which you destroyed by the way).  You all say we need to go to Jerusalem.”  What do you say to that?  How do we bridge this difference, this gap in our stories?
“The hour is coming, it is now here, when the true worshippers will worship in Spirit and truth.  The Father is seeking such people to worship him.”

App 2

Like the woman searching for her lost coins.  Like the shepherd looking for the 1 lost sheep.  Like the Father running to the prodigal.  The Father is seeking these people to worship.  Those who are open to receiving the Spirit.  Those who are open to telling the truth about their subjective story.  Telling the truth that hanging on to destroyed temples on Mt. Gerazim, or temples in need of cleansing like Jerusalem, is spiritually empty.  That We don’t find the Father, but the Father finds us, and his story is full of life, a spring of water welling up.  We bridge the gap, by finding ourselves in the Father’s story.
Text 3

“I know that the messiah is coming”  The Samaritan uses the Jewish title – messiah.  She knows who this is.  She now knows who she is talking to.  She has bent her story.  Just a trace of wariness left.  She doesn’t actually dare ask the question – are you him.  She just says I know one is coming.  That one – will tell us all things.  That Jewish Messiah is the objective teller of my story.

“I who speak to you am he.”

App 3

What is baptism?  Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God’s command and combined with God’s word.  It is the living water welling up to eternal life.  It is God’s objective story – in these waters I’ve claimed you.  Through these water I’ve connected you to Christ and placed my Spirit within you.  In these waters you have the full victory over sin, death and all the powers of hell.
Reid and Owen will undoubtedly have their own stories.  We baptize babies, so they need you to tell them God’s story - that the Father has claimed them as his children.  Nobody should be surprised when our understanding diverges from that objective truth.  Some of us like Jonah…if God says go to Nineveh… book a ship to the edge of the world the other way.  But prodigals return.  Whales interfere.  Shepherds look.  Housewives sweep.  The Father seeks and runs.  Because His Objective Word stands behind this sacrament.  Baptism saves you…through the resurrection of Christ.

At this well of living water.  The Bride meets the Bridegroom. 
