Text: Luke 18:1-8

Introduction/Text
I hate this text.  Can a pastor say that about a part of the Bible?  If not, and you don’t want to rebuke me to my face.  You can get lunch at Peppermints and let Pastor Hess know that the Brown kid is getting out of hand.

I hate this text for three reasons.  First – from a flat reading, if I was just picking it up and read that passage, I get two really destructive and heinous ideas.  I get the idea that the Father is a petty judge and if I want justice out of God, I need to harp at him and beg him, and urge him to do his job.  That they should pray and not give up, indeed.  The second reason I hate it, is from that same flat reading – if your cause if just – because God is much better than an unrighteous judge, He’ll answer quickly.  Will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones who cry out night and day?  And you can hear the pep-rally reply – darn right he will.  Will he keep putting them off?  No way.  God’s going to deliver that Mercedes-Benz I’ve been praying about night and day, tomorrow!  And the third is the mountainous piles of pious recyclable material written trying square the circle of that common sense reading – if I just pray enough God will give me my Benz.
Material like this – I’ll quote from a Professor Krieder, but he is far from alone.

The word about prayer is not that God, like the judge, can be manipulated and that, therefore, one should pray day and night. This is not a prescriptive word, or even good advice. Rather, it is a descriptive statement about God and prayer. The good of prayer is not dependent upon the outcome. Prayer does not necessarily change things, but one continues to pray and in the act of prayer itself something is given to the one who prays. Prayer itself is vindicated.  

I’m sorry, but did anyone, anywhere ever believe a pile like that?  The widow in the text pleading for justice - which is really a wimpy translation - She wants vengeance.  Give me vengeance against my enemy.  And really – “the good of prayer doesn’t depend upon the outcome.”  I want vengeance.  I want action.  I want a Mercedes-Benz.  And you are trying to tell me God just wants to have a chat?  Maybe a one-sided chat at that.   [snottily] “as one continues to prays the act of prayer itself something is given…”  I want that Benz, a simple reading says God acts that way, and through prayer I’m going to turn into St. Francis and be happy with a warm fuzzy?
And in the final school-marmish tsk, tsk, “when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”  You didn’t pray enough – “to the blackboard mister, 50 sentences, I will pray and not lose hope so that I will receive the benefits of prayer.”

Deeper Text

I suppose since I’ve been snotty and rough with the inerrant Word – if just out of fear of lightening - I should back down a second and re-engage the text.  If my tone and language have offended – give me a second chance.  
The context of the parable is critical.  You can’t really read just this parable.  It’s the summary of the teaching before it.  On the road to Jerusalem, toward the cross, the Pharisees and Disciples appear again.  And the Pharisees want to know when the Kingdom of God is coming.  The Disciples want to know where the Kingdom of God comes, or more precisely to whom does the kingdom of God come.  Both Pharisees and Disciples are asking about the end – the eschaton.
And Jesus gave them the answer – “the kingdom of God is within you.”  And he continued preaching.  Don’t worry about when, the Kingdom of God is now.  Oh, things may look the same.  In fact it will be just the same as the days of Noah – eating and drinking, marrying and being given in marriage.  Don’t worry about the final when – just like the flood, just like when Lot left Sodom, the end will come.  The final when is not your worry, put it down.  And don’t worry about where or who.  That is not your worry, put it down.  Just know that the Kingdom of God is within you.
And after that is where Jesus tells this parable.  This parable is the illustration of the disciple’s feelings – of our feelings and actions - in regards to the eschatological end-times promises.  It points us at a better question and answer than when or where are who.
Application

Baptism/End Times
How is the better question.  How is that Kingdom of God inside us?  We saw it today.  Baptism.  

Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved. – Mark 16

He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ – Titus 3

We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life – Rom 6

Baptism works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe this as the words and promises of God declare – Luther’s Small Catechism.

Really!?! What separates those passages from the earlier pious mumblings about prayer.  It’s pretty safe to say that there might be some doubt.  Here in this existence, it doesn’t always seem like anything has changed.  Death continues.  Evil still rears its head.  There have been at least seven successful enough to be noticed attempts at genocide since 1945.  And that doesn’t include the communist atrocities of China, Cambodia, and the ongoing rot of North Korea.  Never Again?  California as a state spends more on its jails than on its education system.  That is probably true of NY as well, I just don’t have a good source.  
How does that Kingdom inside us respond?  How does the Kingdom come?

Father, avenge me against my enemy.  Once and for all put Satan my accuser away.  Make good on your Word.  Make good on your promises in Baptism.

The Spirit within us – the Spirit given in baptism - joins in prayer with the martyrs under the throne in Heaven who ask how long?  It joins with John at the end of revelation saying Amen, Lord, Come soon.  I hope you can feel that longing. The tension of living in the Kingdom now and not yet.
The Lord God promised these good things.  He has promised deliverance and renewal.  And the faith in us, the faith worked by the Spirit – looks at this existence and knows something greater is coming.  That faith and Spirit cry out day and night – your Kingdom come.  And that faith and Spirit are our proof that a righteous God will deliver on His promises. 
Action Here and Now

That end-times focus is part of the prayer.  It is the absolutely sure part of the prayer.  God keeps his promises.  But there is a second focus - here and now.

The widow had no standing to be asking the judge.  In that day and time, that widow had no reason to expect anything but misery.  The Word of God said to take care of the widows and sojourners in your midst – but this judge didn’t fear God nor was he ashamed by men.  This unrighteous judge was secure in his own power and standing and authority.  Sounds an awful lot like this world.  It has its comfortable ways.  Yet the widow kept asking for justice to the point that even the unrighteous judge feared she would physically attack her.  Luke borrows a word from the bare-knuckles Greek boxing world.  He feared she would beat him down.  The widow has no reason to think that she will see justice, but she stands for it anyway.
The kingdom of God is within us.  The faith – while pleading for the final justice – works for justice here.  The faith and the Spirit within us does not despair over the world – but knows that perfection is coming.  In fact it is so close - it is within us – it is so close that we can act now. The faith continually acts in love.  It continues to seek justice here and now without despair.  The prayer Luke is talking about is not a simple mental exercise or some safe activity.  The prayer here is action – a belief that the Kingdom of God is right now inside us and at work in this world.  Prayer here is those audacious and sometimes outrageous acts that go by the name faith.
Things as big as asking a nation to live up to its founding documents.  
From Martin Luther King’s “I have a dream” – In a sense we have come to our nation’s capital to cash a check.  When the architects of our republic wrote the magnificent words of the constitution and the Declaration of Independence, they were signing a promissory note to which every American was to fall heir.  This note was a promise that all men would be guaranteed the unalienable rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness…we refuse to believe that the bank of justice is bankrupt…”  The Southern Christian Leadership Conference at the core of that movement wasn’t relying on an unrighteous judge, but the Spirit at work in this nation’s people.  There is a reason why non-violence was an option then, but the tanks kept rolling at Tiananmen Square. 
And faith in actions as small as helping a soup kitchen, a city mission or the struggling kid next door.  The world would have you know that they are just going back out on the street…or to prison… or to lifelong struggles and more current troubles you can’t solve.  The faith asks for justice…is that justice…if just for a short time.  Because something greater is coming.  Because the righteous judge, will eventually put away the unrighteous.
We live these prayers.  We live the faith.  Because it is those audacious and ridiculous acts of faith that speak in the Spirit’s voice.  Will God give justice to his elect?  Yes.  This water is not simple water only.  It is the water combined with the Word of God.  Therefore go, and baptize all nations.  Will he delay long over them?  No.  I tell you he will give justice to them speedily.  So speedily that it is already here – inside us.  In water.  In bread and wine.  In the living of this life, now under unrighteous judges, but knowing that the greater judge is here, in our midst, and in ourselves.  Amen.
