Text: Luke 12:49-53 (secondary texts Jer 23:16-29, Hebrews 12:1-3)
Textual Point: 1st Commandment & Judgment

Sermon Point: That my listeners might live the centrality of Jesus in their lives of Faith
Introduction
Running through the crafts and games and even the snacks VBS each day has a theme.  And each day’s theme flows into an overall topic sentence.  What we were trying to teach this week was the God’s Word is X.  There were five x’s: true, comforting, surprising, life-changing and for everyone.  So that would be the liturgy of VBS.  A teacher or station leader or someone would say God’s word is true, and the entire pack of kids would shout back – let’s go!  We were on a Sea Expedition after all.  That liturgical call and response drilled in quite well those mainpoints.

But as only kids can, in a review of the points, something profound was said.  Enough that the adults had to stop for a second and look at each other.  The second day’s bible point was: God’s Word is Comforting.  (And I’m sure if Nancy was here she might have shouted let’s go right there.)  In quizzing the kids the next day what was the main point.  One stood up, emphatically waving his hand in the air saying I know, I know.  And when called on said – “God’s Word is comfortable.”
Problem in the World
To a preschooler those words – comforting and comfortable probably mean the same thing.  In reality they probably don’t really understand either.  But that child in a sentence was preaching the word that day.  Because isn’t that the problem of many American Christians, even many church going Christians.  God’s Word is comfortable?

It is comfortable enough to have a family bible that comfortably fits on the shelf gathering dust.  It is comfortable enough to include biblical allusions in political speeches that support questionable policies.  It is comfortable enough to wrap around a former speaker of the house on his third marriage as a defender of virtue, a man whose second marriage collapsed in an affair while his wife had cancer.  It is comfortable enough that we can blithely go about thinking “we got that down” while passing up the chances to actually read the Word with fellow Christians.  It is comfortable enough that while 73% of the US claims to be Christian, only 20%,  if we are generous, are in services any given week.  God’s Word is comfortable enough to outsource the instruction of kids in it to someone else with minimal re-enforcement at home.  It is comfortable enough to be married or buried in a church, presided over by a minister, when you have no intention of being part of that community or the last time you were there was years ago.  God’s Word is comfortable enough to ignore - whether with platitudes about “holy scripture” or criticisms of what a book 1000s of years old might have to tell us in the modern world that has outgrown all the stuff.  That VBS child was preaching the word – we live as if God’s Word is comfortable.
Problem in the Text
I came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it were already kindled!...Do you think that I have come to give peace on earth?  No, I tell you, but rather division.

That doesn’t sound comfortable.

And it is not just an off day for Jesus or a stray text that doesn’t fit.  Even as critical a bunch as the Jesus seminar put most of this in “pink” meaning that they think Jesus actually said these words.  The old testament if anything is harsher and clearer.   Thus says the Lord of Hosts: “Do not listen to the words of prophets who prophesy to you, filling you with vain hopes.  They say continually to those who despise the Word of the Lord, “It shall be well with you”; and to everyone who stubbornly follows his own heart, they say, “No disaster shall come upon you.”

If God’s word is comfortable, if someone is telling you that, you are listening to the wrong person.  If the Word of God is comfortable enough to ignore – don’t believe the words of peace. 

Gospel in the Text
But what about the real VBS answer we taught the kids – God’s word is comforting.  Where is the comfort in the middle of division and fire?

“I have a baptism to be baptized with.”  Jesus took the baptism that was rightly ours.  So that all righteousness might be fulfilled, Jesus stood with us, with humanity, in the waters of the Jordan under John.  The prophet that called out in the desert that the fire was coming, and the axe was already at the  root of the tree.  The prophet John who called people to repent, baptized Jesus.  The only one who didn’t need to repent, stood with us and repented for us.  And that fire was kindled.  The fire against the sins of the world was taken out on Christ.  “The anger of the Lord will not turn back until he has executed and accomplished the intents of his heart.  In the latter day you will understand it clearly. (Jer 23:20).”  That axe at the root of the tree…it took out Jesus.  “He was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people (Isa53:8).”  He took our baptism.  And he took that baptism on the cross.
Whereas before all humanity was united.  It was united in death.  Dead to sin and apart from a Holy God.  After that baptism, the waters were sanctified.  We received His baptism.  The baptism that joins us to Christ.  The baptism that creates the body of Christ.  And just as Jesus was raised from the dead.  The ones who are found in Christ, are united in Christ, are united to life.
They will be divided three against two and two against three.  Praise God.  For we are no longer all united in death.  We have been freed to choose life.
Gospel in the World
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross…and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God (Heb 12:1-2)”

Who for the joy endured the cross…would that it were already kindled.  He did that for us.  Not grudgingly, but in joy.  In joy over the freedom it would bring us – his people, His people who in these latter days can understand it.
The baptism that Jesus took has freed us.  It has not freed us to ignore the Word of God, but it has freed us to live the gospel.  The Gospel – that Jesus has reconciled us to God, that we have been divided from bondage to death – is a call to live in Christ.

Where the Word of God is comfortable, where the word is a dead letter, the peace of God doesn’t rest there.  But the Word is comforting, because we have a great cloud of witnesses.  From Father Abraham to the saints we can name to our mothers and fathers and brother and sisters in the faith.  The peace of God does rest in that cloud.  The Word of God is comforting.  In the midst of our running.  In the midst of the sin that clings so closely.  In the midst of this divided world and all its separations and groaning.  Those in Christ know that the Word of God is true.  That Jesus has conquered sin, death and the power of the devil.  The cloud of witnesses testifies.  The Spirit testifies.  And they point to Jesus Christ.  In that one is life.

We have a division set before us.  To remain united in death, or to be united in Christ to life.  Let us run with endurance the race set before us.  Let us not find the Word comfortable, but comforting.  Let us choose life in Christ.
