Confirmation – Session #3

9/28/2010

Review “First Table”, Learn 4th, 5th & 6th Commandment 

I. The First Table (Commandments 1-3) – [Reference Typical Symbol for law tablets]

a. What is the object or direction of the first three commandments? [God]

b. What do they tell us about our relationship to God?

i. Fundamentally broken

c. Can the law save? [No, we’ve broken it]

d. What does the law do then? – Read Romans 7:7-25 (p1904, p1117)

i. It is a curb – there are civil uses of the law

ii. It is a mirror – is shows us our sins, how we have not kept the law and how it is impossible to be saved by it.

iii. It is a rule – the law remain God’s good guide for our lives, it is how he wanted things to be.  By the Spirit given us in baptism we are able to contend with our brokenness.  God is putting back together what we broke.

e. If the first table is about relationship with God, what do you think the 2nd table is about? [read Matt 22:37-40, p1624, 980]

II. 4th Commandment

a. Read 4th commandment & Luther’s explanation

i. Who does the commandment say to “honor”?  Who does Luther’s explanation include in that?  
1. The family/home is the basis of understanding all authority

2. Do all people have a good basis?  Does that change the basic law?

3. Read Romans 13:1-5 (p1916, 1123) – Does Paul agree on the expansive nature?

ii. What is the basis of the authority’s authority? [The Law]

1. Should we expect perfect authority?

2. When does someone/something become an invalid authority?

3. Read Eph 6:1-4 (p2007, 11590) 

b. What does the 4th Commandment forbid per Luther?

i. Despising authority – what does this look like?
ii. Angering authority – what does this look like?

c. What does the 4th Commandment require?

i. Honor, service, love – what might this look like?

d. Could what it requires sometimes clash with what is forbids?

i. Example: You see a teacher abusing another student.  The teacher sees you and commands you to be quiet about it.  

ii. Tougher example: American Revolution.  Who was the due authority of the American Colonies?  What were the declarations stated reasons for separation?  Can love of authority ever clash with obeying authority?
III. 5th Commandment

a. Read commandment & Luther’s explanation

i. Per Luther what does it forbid?  Require?  Just like before what does ‘murder’ stand for? [something much larger]

ii. Read Matt 5:21-22 (p1585,959) – Does Jesus have an expansive view of this commandment?

iii. Read Rom 12:20 (p1916, 1123) 

iv. Read Gen 4:9 (Cain & Abel) – Are we are brother’s keeper? 

v. Does this understanding of our responsibility to other’s have any bearing on how we live?  Is it possible to say “live and let live” in a lazy way?  

vi. Does anyone have authority to “take a life”? (Rom 13:4 (p1916, 1123))

IV. 6th Commandment

a. Read commandment & Luther’s Explanation

i.  Read Matt 5:27-32 (p 1586, 959), Mark 10:11-12 (p1670,1001)
ii. How expansive is Jesus on this commandment?

iii. Read Hosea 1:2, 3:1 (p1424, 889) – How does God talk about the relationship he is in with his people?  What are his people like?  What is God like?

iv. What is the only proper place for a sexual union?  What is sexual union a sign/symbol of according to Hosea?

v. If the family is a symbol for divine authority and the husband/wife is a symbol of creator/created – is ‘getting a little on the side’ a victimless crime even if no one figures it out?

vi. Read 1 Thess 4:1-8 (p2036, 1170), 1 Cor 6:18-20 (p1936, 1132)

b. What does husband and wife each love and honor the other mean in this context?

c. Is the physical important to God?  Is that an awful lot of meaning to place on these relationships and acts?  If that is the ideal or the view of what is going on, is such an apparent harsh view of sexual relations justified?

d. Are we our own, even here on earth are we our own?  Does any future spouse, or someone else’s future spouse have anything to say?  Are we doing physical/spiritual harm to others engaging in sexual behavior outside of its ordained place?
Assignment for Next Week

· Read and review all 10 commandments and explanations from Luther’s Small Catechism (LSB p321-322)

· Keep memorizing the commandments, the creed and the explanations.  Commandments checkpoint 10/12 (two weeks away!), commandments & creed 11/16

· Think about 7th – 10th  commandments as a special focus for next week.

· Sermon reports! I need to see them!

