Confirmation – Session #2
9/21/2010

Review 1st Commandment; Learn 2nd Commandment & 3rd Commandment

I. 1st Commandment – You shall have no other gods.

a. What does that statement imply about the nature of God – read Deut 6:4, 1 Cor 8:4

b. If there are no other real gods, what does this commandment forbid?  How do we as humans make things into gods?  What type of things are do we make into gods?

i. When we place our fear, love and trust in anything else above Father, Son and Spirit we have established a god for ourselves.  Read Rom 1:18 – 23.

ii. Also when we do not accept God as he has revealed himself to us as Father, Son and Spirit.  Read Matt 28:19, John 5:23

c. What does Luther mean to fear God? Ps 33:8, Prov 1:7, Matt 10:28

d. What does it mean to love/trust God above all things? (Sacrafice of Isaac, David & Goliath, Daniel & the Lions, Stephen the Martyr)

e. Is it possible for anyone to do this?

i. 1 John 1:8 (no, we are sinners), Phil 2:13 (yes, we are saints by the spirit)

II. 2nd Commandment – You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God?

a. What is in a name?  If you called a rose by any other name would it smell as sweet?

i. Ex 3:14, Psalm 116:13,18, Matt 21:9, Matt 28:19, John 3:18

1. “The name” is larger than just words – it stands for God himself

b.  So what is misuse of the “the name”?
1. Luke 9:51-55 (Call down fire) – was that misuse?

2. Is a quick – God help me misuse?  When might it be?  When might it not?

c. Luther lumps all the misuse under the phrase “that we might not curse, swear, use satanic arts, lie or deceive by his name”.  

1. What is a curse in God’s name?  God D*mn

2. What is swearing in God’s name? – “I swear to God…”; is this allowed in a court room?  Why or why not? Read Matt 5:33-37

3. What are satanic arts?

a. Treating anything or anyone as a means to an end.  

b. How do we often end up look through people toward only what they can give us or make for us?  Do you think of that as being Satanic?
4. What about lying and deceiving

a. Read Matt 15:8-9; Rev 3:1-3,14-19; lies in the name of God make belief hard, God spits out those

b. Think of those questions for confirmation.

d. So can we use the name of God, when do we use it properly?

i. Ps 50:15, John 16:23, Luke 1:45-55 (magnificat), 1 Cor 1:2

III. Third Commandment – Remember the Sabbath day

a. What is the Sabbath Day?

i. Ex 35:2, Lv 23:3 – are we resting/worshipping on the wrong day?

ii. Matt 12:1-14; Mark 2:23-28  (Son of Man Lord of Sabbath)

b. What are the needs of the people (or the need of God’s people?) on the Sabbath?

i. To hear the Word of God

ii. Where is this heard?

iii. In the gathering, in the proclaimed word, in the sacraments

c. Read Col 2:16-17, Heb 4:9-10

i. Christ fulfills the Sabbath – in Christ we find our rest

ii. Anyone who is in Christ is keeping the Sabbath

d. Are there any good ideas to stay in Christ?

i. Acts 2:42,46

ii. Heb 10:25

e. How do we sin against this commandment?

i. Not attending public worship consistently

ii. Using the Word and the sacraments carelessly

1. John 8:47, John 10:27, Luke 7:30, Luke 13:24-27, 1 Cor 11:17-34
f. What is required by this commandment

i. Prayer, Study and Support of the word of the Church

1. 1 Thess 2:13, Josh 1:8, Luke 11:28, Col 3;16, Luke 10:38-42, Luke 2:19, Gal 6:6

IV. The First Table (Commandments 1-3)

a. What is the object or direction of the first three commandments? [God]

b. What do they tell us about our relationship to God?

i. Fundamentally broken

c. Can the law save? [No, we’ve broken it]

d. What does the law do then?

i. It is a curb – there are civil uses of the law

ii. It is a mirror – is shows us our sins, how we have not kept the law and how it is impossible to be saved by it.

iii. It is a rule – the law remain God’s good guide for our lives, it is how he wanted things to be.  By the Spirit given us in baptism we are able to contend with our brokenness.  God is putting back together what we broke.

Assignment for Next Week

· Read and review all 10 commandments and explanations from Luther’s Small Catechism (LSB p321-322)

· Keep memorizing the commandments, the creed and the explanations.  Commandments checkpoint 10/12, commandments & creed 11/16

· Think about 4th , 5th and 6th commandments as a special focus for next week.

· Sermon reports! Think of this in regards to the 3rd commandment! – I need 1 per week of instruction (if for some reason you miss Sunday worship, the sermons are posted on the church website by Tuesday morning.  You may read them there and submit a report, but this is not the purpose of a sermon.)

