1. What is a sacrament?
a. Read 1 Cor 4:1.  The greek word was mysterion which got translated to latin as sacramentum.  We get sacrament.  These are the mysteries of God.  (Mt 13:11 – secrets revealed in the church)

b. Originally this word was used to describe all the truths of the Faith – i.e. Think everything in the creed and the acts performed by the church.

c. The Lutheran definition narrowed to this set of criteria:

i. Instituted by God

ii. Word of God joined to a visible element

iii. Forgiveness of sins given through

d. Catholic 7 (baptism, confirmation, penance, ordination, chrism, Lord’s Supper, marriage) to Luther 2/3

i. Pious expressions/reminders of baptism

ii. Eschatological feast

iii. What about penance, marriage?

e. Read 2 King 5:1-14 and then 1 Cor 1:28

i. Why did God choose water, bread and wine?

2. Baptism

a. Read Luther’s 1st question and answer?

i. What is the Word of God? – Look at baptism right

ii. Where instituted? – Matt 28:19-20

iii. What is the visible element? – water

b. What does baptize mean? – Read Mark 7:4 [ritual washing]

c. What does it mean to baptize “in the name of”?

i. Mystically you are part of Christ and the diving life

ii. Expressed by being part of the church – the body of Christ

d. Who can baptize?

e. Who is to be baptized?

i. Read Acts 2:38-39, Acts 2:41, Acts 8:26-39, Acts 16:25-33,Matt 28:18-20

ii. What goes along with baptism?

iii. Why do we baptize babies?

1. Read Mark 10:13-15

2. Acts 2:38-39 

3. John 3:5-6 – by nature sinful, they need it

4. Luke 1:15, 41-44 – babies can have faith

f. Why do we have sponsors?

i. Why do most people pick sponsors?

ii. What should the reason be?

iii. Read Matt 18:16, Eph 4:16

g. Luther’s 2nd question and answer

i. What all does Luther say baptism gives? Read Titus 3:5

ii. Why do we need baptism?  Why shouldn’t we rest on the Word alone?

1. Read Titus 3:5-7 and 1 Cor 6:11 – God’s action is available through this act?

2. Can you be saved without? – yes

3. Can you be saved if you intentionally skip baptism? – no

4. Read Luke 7:30 and Luke 23:39-43 – Pharisees disdained and were lost, thief saved without

h. What about the baptism of the Holy Spirit? Pentecostal thought?  Baptist thought?

i. Eph 4:5 – one baptism enough

ii. Titus 3:5, John 3:5 – baptism is water and the holy spirit – we don’t need a separate act

i. Luther’s 3rd Question and answer

i. How does the water of Baptism work?  Gal 3:26-27, Rom 6:3-4 United to Christ

j. Luther’s 4th Question and answer

i. What is the old Adam? – eph 4:22

ii. How is this old Adam daily drowned? – penance

iii. What is the new man? – 2 Cor 5:17

iv. Is this transition instantaneous?  Is it constant?
k. Discuss how one might remember their baptism?  Does it matter that we might not remember it?  Whose baptism is it?  Who needs to remember it?

Next Week:

Baptism 2.

Read & Memorize Luther’s questions and answers on baptism.  Or memorize Rom 6:3-5, your choice.

Cumulative memorization quiz on Feb 15.

Note Class on March 2nd is canceled due to pastoral trip,

