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Lord’s Prayer – Session #2
I. Review
a. What is prayer? [Ps. 19:14]

b. Lord’s Prayer in context [Matt 6:5-15]

c. Is prayer ever a solitary event? [Rom8:26]

II. 1st Petition – Hallowed by Thy Name

a. Read Luther’s explanations.

b. Which commandment are we asking to be upheld?  Why is the name of GOD so important?
c. How do we break the 2nd commandment or dishonor God’s name?  How do we keep God’s name Holy? (Read Matt 5:16, Eph 4:1, Luke 19:1-9 Zacchaeus)

III. 2nd Petition – Thy Kingdom Come

a. Read Luther’s explanations.  What are we asking for here? Why is this important?

b. Read Col 1:13-14, 2 Thess 3:1, John 3:8

c. Reflect on how honoring the name of God might be a prerequisite for the Kingdom.  Also is it possible to gripe about the King, but still be a loyal servant? [Read Mark 15:34]  Is honoring more about orthodoxy (right-thinking) or orthopraxy (right-doing)?
d. What is God’s will in where his kingdom comes? Read 1 Tim 2:4

e. What is our unfortunate ability?

IV. 3rd Petition 

a. So, in this unfortunate circumstance, what do we ask God to do?  Read Luther’s explanation.
b. In light of this explain how conversion is really like an exorcism.  Read the baptism rite prayers LSB 268-269.

c. How then is God’s will seen/done in our lives? [Read Rom 16:20, Ps 119:35, 2 Cor 12:9]

V. 4th Petition

a. Read Luther’s explanation

b. How has the focus of the prayer shifted?  Is God just concerned with our spiritual life?

c. What is Luther’s concern and this petitions expectation about the physical blessings of this life? [Ps 145:15-16, Matt 5:45]

d. How has God ordained this bread to be delivered? [ Ps 104:14, 2 Thess 3:10-12]

e. Is that an iron rule not to be broken? [1 John 3:17-18, Heb 3:16]

f. What is a good biblical answer for the problem of poverty and affliction? [Matt 25:34-36, John 9:2-3]

VI. 5th Petition

a. What is Luther’s concern in this petition – that we understand just how sinful we are and can number them, or that we recognize the extent of God’s grace?

b. Is there anything that can’t be forgiven? [Ps 32:5] cross reference sin against the Holy Spirit/belief in God’s promise
c. Read Matt 18:21-35:  How is forgiveness more than just a “me and God” thing?  

VII. 6th Petition

a. Is the devil, sin and the realm of evil: literally true, a metaphorical expression, something outdated and wrong?

b. In this petition what are we asking for delivery from?  Does the bible make a distinction between trial/suffering and temptation?  [James 1:2-3, James 1:13-14, Mark 14:38]

c. Expand upon this distinction in your own words and lives.  What are the questions that will be asked of you before confirmation?  What are the “widows/orphans” in our lives?  What on the other hand are the temptations?

d. So, what do we ask for here? [1 Cor 10:12-13]

VIII. 7th petition

a. How is the 7th petition different than the 6th?  Talk about the time frame of each.

b. As long as we are here in this earth, is evil going to be banished?  So what are we asking for?
c. How does this line function as a summary of 2 – 6?

d. How does Simeon’s prayer (Luke 2:29-30) do the same thing?

IX. Conclusion

a. Is the conclusion in the bible? Is anything about them un-biblical? (1 Tim 1:17, Eph 3:20-21)

b. Why do we say it?  Why would it have been added?

c. How can we be certain that the preceding petitions have been pleasing to God? [Who gave and prayed them?]

So what then is the Christian Life?  How does one follow Jesus?  Reflect on Luther’s saying, “the Christian life is prayer, study and trial”. 

Next Week:

Lord’s Prayer Review/Completion, a healthy prayer life – examples.
Read & Memorize the prayer and Luther’s explanation

