Confirmation – Session #11

1/4/2011

Lord’s Prayer – Session #1

I. What is prayer?
Biblical Examples: Ps 19:14, Acts 7:59-60, Matt 26:36-44, Acts 4:23-31

Giving of the Lord’s Prayer: Luke 11:1-13, Matt 6:5-15

a) Thanksgiving/Response

b) Petition/Request

c) Goal (Ps 19:14) – “Align ourselves with the Divine Purpose”

II. How do we come by this privilege?

a. Matt 7:7-8, 1 Thess 5:16-18

b. Created to be in communion with God, sin broke, Christ restores

c. Prayer after Jesus fundamentally different 


i. Ps 80:4, Is 1:15, Amos 5:21-23, Mal 3:3-4

ii. Summarize the prophetic witness concerning Israel’s prayer/worship

iii. What does Malachi point towards?

III. What prayers are acceptable to God?

a. John 14:13-14, John 15:7

b. Whose words should be used/reflected?

c. How does this conform to “aligning ourselves with God”?

IV. When/Where is prayer acceptable?

a. Compare and contrast 1 Tim 2:8 with Matt 6:6

b. Compare and contrast Luke 5:16 with John 17

c. Read Luke 18:1 & 1 Thess 5:17-18 and compare with Ps 50:15 or Ps 119:164

V. We are sinner/saints.  Do we not still fall under the OT witness?  Who is actually praying, or helping us to pray?

a. Read Rom 8:26 – Are the words we use the most important?  In fact who is praying?  What is the main purpose/goal of prayer?  What is the main goal/purpose of the Christian? Read Rom 8:29, Rom 12:12, 1 Pet 1:14-15

VI. The Lord’s Prayer  - Giving of the Lord’s Prayer: Luke 11:1-13, Matt 6:5-15

a. What do the disciples want to know?  What does Jesus provide?

b. Who is the prayer directed towards? Read Luther’s explanation of the introduction.  What does this tell us about God especially in light of the parable in Luke after the prayer?

c. One of the ways to talk about what God has done for us is adoption.  We have been adopted into God’s family.  (Read Luke 15:11-32, prodigal son as an example of the Father’s love and desire.)

VII. 1st Petition – Hallowed by Thy Name

a. Read Luther’s explanations.

b. Which commandment are we asking to be upheld?  Why is the name of GOD so important.

c. How do we break the 2nd commandment or dishonor God’s name?  How do we keep God’s name Holy? (Read Matt 5:16, Eph 4:1, Luke 19:1-9 Zacchaeus)

VIII. 2nd Petition – Thy Kingdom Come

IX. Read Luther’s explanations.  What are we asking for here? Why is this important?

a. Read Col 1:13-14, 2 Thess 3:1, John 3:8

b. Reflect on how honoring the name of God might be a prerequisite for the Kingdom.

c. What is God’s will in these matters? Read 1 Tim 2:4

d. What is our unfortunate ability?

X. 3rd Petition 

a. So, in this unfortunate circumstance, what do we ask God to do?  Read Luther’s explanation.
Being conformed/Renewed to the likeness of Christ we are often at war with ourselves.  The Spirit cries out for us and asks for God to persist in his grace and mercy.

So what then is the Christian Life?  How does one follow Jesus?  Reflect on Luther’s saying, “the Christian life is prayer, study and trial”. 

Next Week:

Lord’s Prayer Petitions 4 – Conclusion

Read & Memorize the prayer and Luther’s explanation

