Confirmation 
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Overall Goal, start of first Commandment

I. Read through the questions & answers in the Rite of Confirmation (p272-273)

a. What categories could we group the questions into?

i. Baptism (c/r p270)

ii. Creed (c/r270 as well)

iii. Word of God (Law & Gospel)

iv. Lord’s Supper

v. Personal Confession

b. So, according to the Rite of Confirmation, what is confirmation?

c. Take a quick view of a “Blasphemy Challenge” video & Unbaptism

i. What do you guys think of these?

ii. Does this stuff mean anything, or just silly? (Matt 12:31)
iii. What do you think the church’s teaching on baptism is?

Confirmation is a re-affirmation of baptism.  Such re-affirmation is not necessary for the baptism to be valid.  You are still baptized whether you deny it or not, but faith is necessary to claim the promises of God in baptism.  Confirmation is a public chance to confess the faith.  (Read 2 Tim 1:5)  

Read Matt 10:32-33 – Is such a public confession necessary?

Confirmation is also the recognition of you as being mature enough to make some real decisions.  Culturally it is a coming of age ritual.  This marks the start of a personal pilgrimage of faith.  You have been instructed in the faith your parents acknowledge.  Now you enter your own journey.

II. What Kind of preparation do you think is necessary for making a public confession?

III. General Outline of Study

a. 10 Commandments per Small Catechism (p321)

b. Apostle’s Creed 

c. Sacraments

i. Baptism

ii. Lord’s Supper

d. Lord’s Prayer

e. Confession & Absolution

f. Short course on comparative world religions

g. Living a theologically/biblically informed life
i. Law/Gospel

ii. Two kingdoms

iii. Active and Passive Righteousness

What do you think of that as the outline?  Anything you would like to see added? 

IV. Getting Started – 10 commandments
a. Assignment – memorize commandments and Luther’s explanations (memorization quiz Oct 12th); we will be breaking for Holidays after class Nov 16th.  We will have covered the 10 commandments and the Creed by the time.  Please have them memorized by Nov 16th – articles and explanations.

b. Where do the 10 commandments come from? (look up Ex 20:1-18)?

i. In your own words, what is the biblical story in which they were revealed?
1. On what basis, what is the authority claimed, to give the law?

ii. Do we see this law reflected elsewhere in society? Read Rom 2:14-15
1. The law is written on our hearts.  We get the law naturally.  We might try and deny it.  Some people are very practiced at it, but the law is reflected in every civil society.

iii. Read Matt 22:34-39.  What is Jesus’ summary of the law?

iv. Read Matt 5:17-20

1. Is the law important to Jesus?

2. When Jesus says your righteousness must be greater than the Pharisees, what does he mean?  Can we ever keep the law?

V. 1st Commandment – You shall have no other gods.

a. What does that statement imply about the nature of God – read Deut 6:4, 1 Cor 8:4

b. If there are no other real gods, what does this commandment forbid?  How do we as humans make things into gods?  What type of things are do we make into gods?

i. When we place our fear, love and trust in anything else above Father, Son and Spirit we have established a god for ourselves.  Read Rom 1:18 – 23.

ii. Also when we do not accept God as he has revealed himself to us as Father, Son and Spirit.  Read Matt 28:19, John 5:23

c. What does Luther mean to fear God? Ps 33:8, Prov 1:7, Matt 10:28
d. What does it mean to love/trust God above all things? (Sacrafice of Isaac, David & Goliath, Daniel & the Lions, Stephen the Martyr)

VI. Is it possible for anyone to do this?

a. 1 John 1:8 (no, we are sinners), Phil 2:13 (yes, we are saints by the spirit)

For Next Week

Assignments:

· Read all 10 commandments and explanations from Luther’s Small Catechism (LSB p321-322)

· Start memorizing the commandments, the creed and the explanations.  Commandments checkpoint 10/12, commandments & creed 11/16

· Think about 2nd, 3rd  and 4th commandments as a special focus for next week.

· Review sermon report example

· Sermon reports! – I need 1 per week of instruction (if for some reason you miss Sunday worship, the sermons are posted on the church website by Tuesday morning.  You may read them there and submit a report, but this is not the purpose of a sermon.)

