Text: Luke 19:28-48

Introduction

It is not one of Luther’s more well known theological insights – but it probably should be – because it really sums up our predicament in how we relate to God.  Luther would contrast the hidden God and the revealed God.  When it seems like God is hiding, or absent or cold and aloof – when we’ve looked for him in many ways, or waited for his actions and it doesn’t happen – that would be the hidden God.  The only way to get the hidden God off your back, is to look to the revealed God.   The hidden God promises nothing.  The hidden God, behind smoke and masks, always asks for more.  The revealed God is the God of promise.  In Jesus Christ, the revelation of God, we can see the salvation of God.  And more importantly, in the revelation of Jesus Christ, we have the sure promise of God’s reconciliation.  The revealed God – Jesus Christ – chases away the doubt and demands of that hidden God and makes God very clear.  God loved the sinner that much, that he humbled himself on the cross – for you.  Everything necessary has been revealed.  But sometimes we just won’t see.  Sometimes we miss the time of our visitation.
Text

Jesus has performed mighty miracles – including bringing the dead back to life.  He has taught with authority and traveled the villages and back roads of Galilee and Judea – even going into Samaritan and Gentile territories.  Again and again his words and deeds have revealed who he is and what the purpose of God is – to reconcile sinners to himself.  When the disciples marveled at the camel going through the eye of the needle – just a short time before today’s text - Jesus would answer that what is impossible with people is possible with God.  And then he would heal a blind man and declare the chief tax collector of region – Zacchaeus – a true son of Abraham.  Impossibilities with people are the purpose of God – to reconcile sinners.
But the disciples didn’t get it.  It had been three years for most of them, and every time Jesus talked about this upcoming week, they would do a collective huh!?!?  And the Chief Priest and leaders of the people sure didn’t get it.  It is not that they didn’t think he might be the messiah – they all admitted he seemed to have the power – it is that Jesus attacked the wrong people.  He called on the people – the Jews and especially the leadership to repent.  Jesus was not the messiah that they wanted or were looking for.  And so, even though he was right in front of them, God remained hidden.  “Would that you, even you, had known on this day the things that make for peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes.” (Luke 19:42 ESV)   None of them, disciples or leaders, wanted this revealed God, the one who came humbly in peace.  They were looking for the glory.  “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!" (Luke 19:38 ESV)  
As he approached the city, in this one last desperate appeal to be accepted as the messiah King, the one who came on his own terms, humble and seeking peace, when Jesus sees Jerusalem – he wept over it.

The multitude of his disciples are shouting out praises and rejoicing their king in a great voice.   Some Pharisees want to quiet everyone – after all this is not the king, just a teacher they thought.  In the midst of the praise and the angst, the noise and the celebration – Jesus wept.  

That is the revealed God, the God that does not want any sinner to perish, but all to come to the knowledge of the truth.  The truth that we have one mediator – one person who reconciles us to the Father – and that is Jesus Christ.   We have one way to make peace – the blood of Jesus Christ.  
But Jerusalem would not have him.  And if you are not at peace with God through his revelation in Jesus – you are at war with God.  The hidden God will throw up barricades around you and surround you and close in on you from every side.  That hidden God razes the city and your children in it, and does not leave a stone on top of another.  The hidden God does not come to us.  He or she or it may seem very attractive – partly because that hidden God is usually an image of ourselves as we’d like to be.  But we never actually see it.  The revealed God, may be humble and noticeably lacking in glory.  He may be gory and slightly embarrassing.  But the revealed God came to us with a promise – to reconcile sinners.  That revealed God on that cross is the one who takes us as we are.  That revealed God on the cross is the one who gives us his righteousness.  That revealed God on the cross is the one who in the middle of a coronation stopped to weep over the lost.  That revealed God on the cross is the one that marched right into the heart of the beast and cleansed the temple for His people for prayer.
Time of Visitation
In 1524, 4 years after becoming an excommunicate and an outlaw in the Empire, Luther wrote:  “God’s word and grace is like a passing shower of rain which does not return where it has once been. It has been with the Jews, but when it’s gone it’s gone, and now they have nothing. Paul brought it to the Greeks; but again when it’s gone it’s gone, and now they have the Turk.  Rome and the Latins also had it; but when it’s gone, it’s gone, and now they have the pope. And you Germans need not think that you will have it forever, for ingratitude and contempt will not make it stay. Therefore, seize it and hold it fast, whoever can; for lazy hands are bound to have a lean year.” [American Edition, 45:353]
Luther was not the first, nor the last, to notice that the Gospel flowers for a time and then appears lost.  He compares it to a passing rain shower.  And there is a truth to that.  We do not know what the future holds.   Within living memory, major powers have had governments that sent preachers to concentration camps and killed them.  Without arguing the practical reasons why, we can observe in Catholicism a church that is fast approaching one preacher for every 10,000 parishioners.  This next one could be more about jealousy than anything else, but somewhat strangely Protestants seem to be moving in that direction by choice, as satellite churches where you can see the “great preacher” on the screen seem to attract more and more people – but then the message is usually just a cheaper motivational speaker than the gospel.  It is not unheard of for churches to lose the Gospel.  As Luther said, in the future, your chance of hearing it may be less.
But that is not the full story.  Sometimes we just won’t see.  Sometimes we might miss the time of our visitation.  But after Pentecost things changed.  Christ poured out his Spirit.  The time of our visitation is now.  If your heart is beating and your lungs are taking in breath, now is the time.  If we only knew the things that make for peace with God…and we do, they have been fully revealed.  That cross made our peace.  If we knew on this day, even us, the things that make for peace.  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and contrite heart.  The things that make for peace are to stop throwing ourselves against those hidden gods – and rest in the revealed God.  Today, this hour, we can turn to the revealed God – Jesus Christ – and put all our vain war at the foot of that cross.  Amen.  

