Text: Luke 4:1-13
Trouble in the World
Who are you?  That is a question that we can only answer with a narrative or a story.  Those stories can take many different forms.  Brian Cook gave a great example of one of those answers at the Valentine’s dinner.  I am the descendant of these people, going back 2000 years, and here is their story...and since it is theirs, it is mine.  Other people may answer that question with the defining moment story.  It usually took a lot of prying, but the WW2 veteran would tell you about his time on the front or in the pacific.  A Vietnam protestor might tell you about Haight-Ashbury or Woodstock, a Veteran about Tet or coming home.  Preachers are notorious for talking about seminary, doctors about med school and firefighters about their biggest blaze.  Mothers give the spotlight to other and talk about their children or the struggle of parenting.
My mother gets nervous when I use the word story in a sermon.  When she hears story – she thinks of a nice fiction.  She’s ingested our surrounding culture’s central idea that all stories are fiction or false, especially any story that might make a claim on you.  When we today ask that question, who are you, and answer it with a story, all our stories tend to be fragmented and disconnected.  Eggheads will call is postmodernism – but it really breaks down into the denial of stories larger than the personal one.  Before about 1870, give or take a few decades and correcting for the degree of eggheadedness – if you asked who are you, the story answer would have started out much larger.   This is February and we just celebrated Lincoln and Washington’s birthdays.  Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address is a classic Who are you story.  Four Score and Seven Years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent a new nation, conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men a created equal.  Lincoln in a sparse few paragraphs defines who we as Americans are, and “the brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it…”  Lincoln’s find the individual’s story  Who am I – I am a person engaged in this larger struggle.  Our corrosive culture of course denies that Lincoln’s larger story is true.  There were people here before the four score and seven, the nation was conceived in slavery and bloodshed and oppression of anyone not an English male.
We wonder why teenagers have angst, and 40 year olds have identity crises and people are so distrustful of institutions and those who run them.  It is because we live in a radically atomized culture.  All the stories have been stripped down and denied.  The only thing allowed is to define your own story – which is only true for you, if you feel like it that day.  We’ve lost or misplaced the belief that there is a creator who has told us His Story – one that gives us the bedrock, the cornerstone, to build our upon.

Trouble in the Text

The sixteen verses before our gospel text are Luke genealogy of Jesus.  Jesus is Baptized, the voice from heaven says you are my son and Luke segues into the list of Jesus’ ancestors.  Luke situates Jesus as the heir of these people who carried the promise.  Zerubabael who led Israel back from exile, the covenant King David, the heir of the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  But the real point is Luke’s final line in that genealogy, the son of Adam, the son of God.  Jesus is the Son of God.  Not just the heir of the covenant and promises, but the fulfiller of them.  The second Adam, the son of God.

He’s led out into the desert – just like the rebellious Israel.  The first Adam was in paradise, and he still sinned.  The first Israel was taken to the desert by God and there they grumbled.  Jesus is taken to the desert for testing – led by the Holy Spirit.  Does this second Adam, this second Israel do better?

Pay careful attention to what the devil is prying at.  If you are the Son of God…  Who are you Jesus?  What is your story?  Are you willing to bend your story?  Are you willing to make your Father’s story false?

So first He prods, if you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.  Will this Son of God wield divine power directly for his benefit?  Is this an incarnation in name only, but without the real liabilities of being in the flesh?  No, Jesus answers, Man does not live on bread alone.  This Son of God will not make his own way easy.

Then the devil takes him to a high place and shows Jesus all the powers and authorities in the world.  He brags a little – they are all mine, I do with them as I want.  Worship me, and they are all yours.  Will this Son of God trade his birthright for a bowl of stew?  Is this Son of God willing to accept a broken Kingdom? To be only a temporal ruler?  No, Jesus answers, “Worship the Lord you God and serve him only.”  His Story is greater than the vision you are holding before my eyes.
Then Satan gives him the final temptation of ease.  If you aren’t going to use divine power for yourself, and you aren’t going to establish a temporal kingdom, throw yourself down.  How sure are you of Who you are?  If you are the Son of God, if you are sure of your Father’s story, he’ll protect you.  And Jesus says – I’m very sure.  Don’t put the Lord your God to the test.
Who is Jesus?  The Son of God.  How sure is He in His Father’s story?  Very sure.  The alluring temptations of food, and power and proof of God’s promises do not budge him.  But now the Devil knows what He’s up against.  Jesus is a true incarnation – true God, yet true man.  He will not wield Divine power for himself.  Jesus will not go after temporal power – all the kingdoms Satan showed and their fury are still his to direct.  And the Father will not rush in, nor will the Son call on him to do so.  Jesus is true man.  Let’s see if he holds as true when the frailty of that reality is tested.  And so the Devil withdraws until an opportune time…until powers and the people and the story this Son of God’s Father has prepared will put him on a cross.

Gospel in the Text

Jesus is tempted to build his life on some other story.  To deny the story God the Father has written.  You can’t trust that guy, the devil says.  And Jesus turns each time, back to the scriptures, back to the Word of God.  To defeat and refute the devil’s claims, Jesus turns to the creator’s story and says here – this is a solid place.  Man does not live by bread alone…worship the Lord your God only…do not put the Lord your God to the test.  God the Father loves his creation.  He has given us a true and solid story.  A story that does not end in a broken world.  A story that does not end in fragmentation, expulsion and being lost east of eden.  God’s story, revealed in the prophets, fulfilled by Jesus, and proclaimed here today, is one of victory.  God is reclaiming this creation and at the end of days will recreate the heavens and the earth.  We are not just pawns of Satan and his powers and authorities.  We have the Words of God and Christ has set us free from those powers.  Their sting was death, and Christ has put that enemy under his feat.  Just as Jesus was led in the desert by the Spirit, so we have the Spirit to lead us through this life.  We are not lost in sin, but we have been found by the Good Shepherd.  We have been called to be a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation.  A nation from every nation, tribe, people and language..so great that no one could count.  

Gospel in the World

Our world and the devil behind it denies all such stories.  Mere fiction.  You can’t trust them.  You especially can’t trust that God the Father’s story.  But that Devil is a liar.

That lostness in our culture.  The fragmentation and the pain caused by it.  The anxiousness and distrust and conflict.  Understandable – we’ve misplaced God’s story.

But today, and this season of Lent, are your chance to reclaim it.  Find who you are in God’s story.  You are a chosen person.  You have been called out of the darkness and into the light.  You have been found by the good shepherd and led to the living waters of Jesus Christ and baptism.  You have been made holy.  You are part of the body of Christ, sustained by his very body and blood.  Through Jesus’ defeat and exposure of all the devils lies – you have been made an heir – a son or daughter of God.
Return and find your answer to - who am I? - in the story told by the prophets, fulfilled by that true God and true man on the cross, and proclaimed by the church.  God’s story has been told for your benefit.  Build you life on that true cornerstone.  Amen.
