Text: Luke 2:40-52

Why is it that you were seeking me?  Those are the very first recorded words we have of Jesus.  The baby Jesus might coo, but no words are spoken.   In Matthew, Mark and John the first words of Jesus all swirl around John the Baptist.  Matthew has Jesus addressing the Baptist.  Mark has Jesus picking up the Baptist message of repent and John has Jesus talking with the Baptists disciples, some of which would become his own.  Luke is alone in recording the words of the child Jesus just on this side of the age of majority.  Why is it that you were seeking me?
In the context and who it is spoken to, Mary, the simple answer is obvious.  And you can hear it in the Words that Mary had said to Jesus.  “Child, why did you do this to us?  Look, your Father and I were seeking you and almost had a heart attack.”  You can easily imagine the scene of a frantic mother first pulling the lost child in an almost smothering him, and then letting him have it after the initial Thank God he’s alright has abated.

But this is a child who at the start has been praised for being filled with wisdom.  These parents find Jesus in the middle of the teachers who themselves were astounded at his understanding and answers.  That question is deeper than the obvious – “you are my child and I thought I had lost you.”  Why is it that you were seeking me?  The child Jesus doesn’t really need or want an answer.  He wants Mary, he wants us to answer that question.  Why is it that you were seeking me?

The number of answers to that is broad.  Probably as many as there are people.  I can’t help but remember the line from Forrest Gump.  Lt. Dan – “Did you find Jesus?”  Forrest – “I didn’t know I was supposed to be looking.”  For Mary, is she trying to hold on to her special little boy just a little bit longer?  Is she seeking him all the while frantically remembering Simeon’s words about a sword piercing her soul?  For Joseph is he seeking Jesus out of pious duty as his Father.  The account of the family is one of a very pious family.  They traveled each year to Jerusalem for the Passover – a three or four day journey.  Joseph was the only one who really was supposed to go – but Mary and the child as soon as he was close in age went as well.  They stayed until the days were finished.  The Passover was a weeklong festival, but only two days were “required”.  This family stayed until the days were completed.  Jesus’ family was pious.  Probably pious in a way that would give us “the willis”.  

Why is it that you were seeking me?  The crowds latter on would look for the healing touch and the miracles.  The authorities would look for him to arrest him.  Modern scholars have gone on at least three “quests for the historical Jesus”.  Each quest seeking (or at least finding) a Jesus that looked like them or who didn’t give them “the willis”.  American evangelicals were the first to coin the “seeker service”.  Come on in.  The music is modern, the facilities are supurb.  Tell me over a cup of heavenly grounds coffee just what you are seeking.  Why is it that you were seeking me?  It is a question directed at us.  It is a question that we need to answer.  For Luke the theme of a journey runs throughout the gospel.  The family journeys to Jerusalem.  Jesus journeys throughout Galilee and then goes on a long Journey again to Jerusalem.  The disciple’s journey with him toward the cross – until they desert him.  Two of those disciples are on the road to Emmaus – journeying away thinking they had not found what they sought in Jesus.  

Why is it that you were seeking me?  There are lots of false answers that might have to be discarded or run through on the Christian journey.

Even the child Jesus doesn’t leave us without a clue.  Why is it that you sought me?  Did you not know that it was necessary for me to be in the things of my Father?

A note on that wording.  Most of our translations will translate the words as  - “in my Father’s house.”  That is a fine translation given the Temple context and especially if the hearer has the understanding of house or household meaning all the activity that goes on.  But those old King James translators also knew something when they translated this phrase as – “about my father’s business.”  The phrase is actually ambiguous.  It wants you to ask – what is and where are the things of His Father.  Is it just in the Temple.  I hope not.  That was destroyed in 70 AD.  Is it just in these building we call churches?  Again, that limits it too much.

It was necessary for me to be in the things of my Father.

That necessary is a big pronouncement.  Jesus and Luke use this little word as a marker for big revelation to follow.  In Luke, braked off by the same phrase are pronouncements by Jesus that - it was necessary for Jesus to: preach the Kingdom of God, suffer die and be raised, go to Jerusalem, suffer, go to the house of Zacchaeus the notorious tax collector and sinner, be counted among the criminals, suffer, die and rise again, it is necessary for the Passover lamb to be slaughtered and for Jesus to come into glory, and that all scripture about him to be fulfilled.  From that list you can see what the things of the Father are and what was necessary.  It was necessary for Jesus to be about the salvation of sinners – to bring to completion the Father’s plan and promises.

Those necessary things of the Father are for our benefit.  It was necessary that we be told.  We are so lost in our sins – that if it was just our seeking, we’d never find the right place.  And so the Father sent His Son to proclaim to us the Kingdom.   It was necessary for someone to take our place, to take our punishment as that Passover lamb or as the criminal.  Jesus walked that road – led like a lamb to the slaughter, hung between two criminals with the criminal charge of “King” above him.  It is necessary to have on the throne in glory one like a son of man – that ensures our place in the reign and age to come, keeps at bay our adversary from the church right now, and ensures a great high priest who pleads for our personal failings.  On that throne is where Jesus is right now.  Those necessary thing of the Father that Jesus fulfilled – they were all for out benefit.
Why is it that you were seeking me?  I am a poor miserable sinner.  I justly deserve temporal and eternal punishment.  I have sinned in thought word and deed, by what I have done and what I have left undone.  I have not loved with my whole heart.  Why is it that we seek Jesus?  Right there.  Lord, to whom should we go, you have the words of eternal life.  Only the son of man has the power to forgive sins.

Why is it that you were seeking me?  In truth Lord it is you who sought me.  You just let me think I was the one searching frantically for you.  You of necessity carried out the Father’s plan.  You are the good shepherd who came after the sheep that had gone astray.  It is your voice that calls to each heart and each church – each sheep and each sheep pen.  Why is it that you were seeking me?  Because you Lord have called me by the gospel, renewed my heart in baptism, fed my spirit with your body and blood, and revealed to me the love of the Father.  I was lost and heard your voice while you were going about your Father’s business.
Grant to us the grace to keep us on that journey.  To continue to grow in wisdom and maturity and the grace of God.  Amen.      

