Text: Luke 2:22-40

Introduction

Well, the Christmas explosion is over.  If you are like us, you’ve still got the remains scattered around a bit.  A couple piles of boxes of the opened but less hoped for presents - usually clothes.   A few left over cookies and some dishes to do.  The pile of already broken toys played with furiously for a few hours before the disappointment set it.  And the holiday hits have been established and are being fought over.  Things are getting back to normal.  But if you allow yourself to look closely – the new normal isn’t the same as the old normal.  After Christmas, families are looking for what the new normal will be.
The child who realizes for the first time that marketing and expectation are often greater than the actual product.   The family who welcomes back into the fold the black sheep.  The clan that gathered missing one and figured out the new arrangements.  The recently married who got the practical gifts for the first time instead of the jewelry.  After Christmas, we are often looking for what the new normal will be.

Text

This little account of Simeon and Anna is that kind of looking forward.  The birth has happened.  The parents are looking to complete everything that the law required.  They are looking forward for what the new normal will be.  
Two aged prophets who have been waiting for years.  The next to last of the prophetic generations - with only John the forerunner still to come.  Anna is either 84 years old or 104 years old depending upon how you read the preposition about her widowhood.  Simeon has been blessed or cursed – depending upon how you look at things – with the knowledge that he will not die until he has seen the messiah.  After seeing the baby Jesus – Simeon breaks out in song – Now, release your slave in peace, Lord, according to your word.  Both Simeon and Anna are unimpeachable witnesses.  They are pious and devout.  They awaited the consolation of Israel and the ransom of Jerusalem.  They were prophets filled with the Spirit and at an advanced age in a culture that respected that.  And both talk about what that new normal will be.
Life

When we start something new, when something changes, we often build ourselves up with all the good stuff that will come from it.  That is how we build up the nerve to do that new thing.  Sunshine and roses are the expectation.  All toys work as planned.  All family interventions and welcome backs stick.  The new normal is supposed to be bliss.  But then the cracks start to appear.  Maybe the old normal wasn’t so bad.  Like the Israelites in the desert asking to go back to Egypt.  The new normal is tough.  Maybe we were really lying when we said get me practical gift A all the while hoping to get both practical gift A and one more romantic gesture – forget the budget honey.  The black sheep while being altered is still chronically late.  And what is worse is the new normal is starting to assert demands.  The holes created by people who have passed on are demanding to be filled.  The demands of the new normal are new and they look huge.  The new toys are not as simple as the old toys.  They take practice to master or play.  The new normal asks for something.

Text

Simeon and Anna are part of the old normal.  They know that Christmas has changed things.  As Simeon will sing – My eyes have seen your salvation.  But here is a big change.  You salvation which you have prepared in front of all the peoples, a light for revelation to the nations.  Not that the universal strain of the messiah promise was ever completely lost, sweet Isaiah and that crusty Amos both talked about nations flowing to Israel, but that was easily ignored.  It won’t be after Christmas in the new normal.  The messiah may be the glory of Israel, but in the new normal all peoples and nations will receive the light of revelation and salvation.
Simeon also knows that the new normal is not the sunshine and roses.  “This one is appointed for the falling and rising of many in Israel and to be a sign who is spoke against.”  Not everyone likes the new normal.  Not everyone can adjust to the new normal.  But it is not just those out there.  The new normal gets really personal.  To Mary, the mother of the new Christmas normal, a sword will go through your soul.
The new normal asks for something from us personally.  Who do you say that Mary’s child is?  The hearts of many might be revealed.  The after Christmas normal demands an answer.  Who do you say that I am?  Pick up your cross and follow me.

We can understand Simeon’s request – Lord, now let your servant go in peace.

Life

But here is the good news.  The welcomed back black sheep often does reconcile demons with the help of the formerly estranged family – or at least repair the relationships to civility.  The broken toys leave the children sad but wiser about the claims of marketing and the material satisfactions of the Christmas explosion.  Families with holes, learn how to patch them or at least navigate them.  We figure out how to balance romance and budgets and gifts.  The demands of the after Christmas new normal force us to grow.  Hardships produce perseverance, perseverance, character, and character hope.  And Hope does not disappoint.
Text

And they finished all the things according the to the law of the Lord and they returned to Galilee into their own town of Nazareth.  And the child continued to grow and become strong, filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him.

Conclusion

That is probably the best explanation for dealing with the after Christmas new normal.  Finish everything according to the law of the Lord.  The Law of the Lord is good and wise.  We can’t keep it, but that doesn’t negate its goodness.  A good piety sustains faith in the new normal.  The new normal doesn’t erase the truth of Christmas.   Our eyes have seen God’s salvation.  A light for revelation to the nations has been given.  Because we couldn’t keep that law – Christ did – starting as that little child with his parents in the temple at 8 days old.  And trust that the grace of God is upon us.  The Spirit has been placed in us to lead us into all truth.  To grow us in wisdom, strength of character and hope.  The new normal can be difficult, but it is being worked by God for your benefit.  Hope does not disappoint.   Amen.
