Text: Matt 1:18-25/Christmas Eve/John 14:9 (Whoever has seen me has seen the Father)
God’s Action
In a very different context, Justice Potter was laughed at behind his back for writing I know it when I see it.  There are usually big words that are used to talk about ideas or concepts, but just from the mere fact of using a word we put ourselves at a remove from it.  We know it when we see it, but talking about it makes it more complex.  That five dollar word at Christmas is incarnation.  “Carne” for those of you who know a little Spanish, or who have heard the taco bell commercial, is meat or flesh.  To be incarnate, is to be in the flesh.  The incarnation is a special instance of being in the flesh.  

At Christmas God incarnated himself in Jesus born of Mary.

And this was necessary, because we know it when we see it.  As Christians we talk about the Old Testament experience being types or shadows of things to come.  You could push it so far as to say the OT was God demonstrating His love and plan for us without the incarnation.  God walked in the garden, He visited Abraham, His mighty arm led his people out of bondage in Egypt, His presence was with Daniel in the lion’s den in exile and in the temple above the mercy seat of the Ark.  All of those are OT ways of speaking of God, but we could not see them.  Oh, Israel could see the effects in the plagues and the parting of the sea.  That presence of God was there in the Holy of Holies and could be felt, but seen?

And God’s people were always falling away.  They knew of God, they knew about God, but they didn’t know God.  They didn’t see God.  To know God, his people had to see him.

At Christmas God incarnated himself in Jesus born of Mary.  Now His people would see Him.

That is exactly what Jesus says to his disciples on the night before he would be crucified.  Those disciples would ask Jesus, show us the Father.  And Jesus would gently childe them – Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.  At Christmas God incarnated himself in Jesus born of Mary.  Now His people would see God.

His people would see the length and breadth of his love for them.  His people would see the power that was his, and know how much he gave up for them.  From being the Lord of life, the writer and source of all creation, God incarnated himself in a helpless baby born to a peasant.  That child of Mary’s, being the very Word of God, would teach us with authority and share God’s plan of salvation with us.  “Whoever has seen me, has seen the Father.”  And Jesus would show us that love on the cross.  The only true and powerful judge would submit to our corrupt judgment.  For crowds that yelled crucify, and soldiers who drove the whips and the nails; our incarnate God would absorb into that flesh the worst we could offer.  While we were still blind to our state, lost in sin and rebellion, Jesus made flesh for all to see how much God loves us.






Our Action
Accomplishing what he planned, the justification of the sinner, God left to us a role.  We are the body of Christ.  We are the incarnation of Christ for this lost and dying world.  We are to incarnate Christ in our times and places.

And we know it when we see it.

The Christian parent is the first incarnation of Christ for their children.  What does the Child learn from seeing us? 

We to our husband or wife and they in return are to be incarnations of Christ to each other.  What do we observe in our closest relationships?  Do we incarnate the love Christ showed for us?

To our community we are the incarnate body of Christ sharing his light and his love to those we have been sent to.  When they look at us what do they see?

Collectively and individually we struggle with incarnation.  Sometimes we are wonderful incarnations of the love of Christ:  Everyone who helped with our RHAFT family and Maggie’s kids and the babysitting – beautiful incarnations of the body of Christ.  Nancy Connorton, thank you for your incarnation to the kids in Sunday School.  Jerry Gardner and Frank Kelsey – your incarnation in everything from cooking to digging wells is an inspiration.  You will have to forgive me if I don’t mention everyone, as everyone would have to be on list.  We all know an incarnation when we see it.  

Then there are the times that we aren’t so great at being the body of Christ.  But that is exactly the reason we are gathered here tonight.  The incarnation, Jesus Christ, Mary’s child was the perfect incarnation, the only one, God and Man together who could take our sins away.  The incarnation who has removed our sins from us and given to us his righteousness.  Incorporating us into His body.

We have a calling to incarnate the Love of Christ.  And we can only think about that, because God loved us first.  Loved us enough to let us see how much.  To become incarnate in Jesus on a cold winter night.  Amen.

