Text: Mark 13:1-13
Trouble in the World

I want you to think for a second about those huge bedrock stones in your life……what are they?  We might list our marriage or our husband or wife.  For a large number of people probably the job.  The kids or grandkids might be one of those stones.  For some people maybe one of those stones is the church.  In that direction people can see pillar stones in the nation.  The state certainly wants you to do that.  Look at the huge stones and the great buildings on the mall of Washington or in any state capital.  Hand in Hand with the state, maybe a big base stone is the military.  If you’re a union guy, maybe the local is one of those stones.  If you are a finance guy, Wall Street and the banks once looks formidable, and hey there is always Goldman-Sachs.  Look at all of these great stones and the wonderful buildings.

If it had gone on another week or two, Goldman would have failed, we would have gone the way of Lehman – Goldman-Sachs CEO Lloyd Blankfein.  Look at these great stones.

In 1955 over 33% of private sector employees were represented by a union.  Today that number stands at 7.6%.  And when the final reports come out of Detroit that number could drop below 5%. Look at these great stones.

The United States ambassador to Afghanistan, who once served as the top American military commander there, has expressed in writing his reservations about deploying additional troops to the country.  The memorandum was reported to be an admission of the impossible nature of victory as afghan and international forces outnumber the Taliban 12 to 1 today and are still struggling.  Look at these great stones.

The unemployment rate is now officially in double digits.  The stimulus bill apparently costing over $533K per job saved or created from Wall Street Journal estimates.  Look at these great stones.  
Although the bad financial conditions appear to have put some on hold, the divorce rate still hovers around 50%.  Look at these great stones. 
Trouble in the Text

Jesus had just entered his judgment against the Temple and he was leaving it for the last time.  And the disciples were stunned.  But Jesus, one of them begins to say, “Teacher, look at these great stones and at the marvelous building.”  You can’t mean what you are saying.  This building – or some form of this building - has been the foundation of our relationship with God for 1500 years.  Surely this great building is the very foundation of the covenant.

And Jesus said to him – “You see these, the great buildings.  There will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.”

The fundamental fabric of society for those disciples was ripping apart before their eyes.  And the man they believed to be the messiah was the one causing it.  So the fab four of the disciples – Peter, James, John and Andrew – once again get Jesus alone.  They’ve done this before.  After the parables they didn’t understand, and after the feeding of the 5000 and after their failure to drive the demon from a small boy.  They get Jesus alone and press him for some answers.  “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign when all these things are about to be completed?”
That question on time is an interesting one.  Isn’t that always our first question when pending bad news comes our way?  When?  Maybe I can run out the clock before it comes.  Maybe this bad news doesn’t really apply to me.  Jesus – this is going to happen a long time from now, right?  This temple will still be here all my life, right?
 But the soup just gets hotter.  It’s not just the stones of the temple.  “Many will come in my name…they will lead many astray…and when you hear of wars and rumors of wars…they have to happen.  That is not the end.  Earthquakes and famines and wars…those are just the birth pangs.  And you will be delivered to councils and synagogues and beaten,” and outside of the text we read – “this generation will not pass away until all these things have happened.”
And of course they all did happen.  There were wars and rumors of wars.  There were earthquakes and famines.  Paul alone in Acts receives enough beatings and is hauled before every council and Sanhedrin possible.  And Paul himself claims in Romans that he had fully preached the gospel from Jerusalem all around Illyricum.  Luke sets out Acts to tell the story of the gospel’s spread from Jerusalem, to Judea, Samaria and the Ends of the Earth.  Mark writing his Gospel in Rome probably in the 60’s AD would have no problem with the statement that gospel would have been preached to all nations.  All roads lead to Rome and all nations were represented in Rome.  And then the Temple came down – 70 AD.  And no stone was left on top of another.  The Wailing Wall is a buried underground foundation.  The place was raised by Titus and the spoils of the Temple marched in parade through Rome – pictured on the Arch of Titus to this day.  The society that Peter, and James, and John and Andrew had grown up in and revered – the loss of which scared them to their bones – was leveled.


Gospel in the Text

But notice what Jesus gives them – a promise.  Yes Jesus says watch, be on your guard.  And we should be.  That is part of the call of the Christian life.  But this is the same bunch of disciples a day later that falls asleep three times in the Garden of Gethsemane – watch…the spirit is willing but the flesh is week.  Which is why Jesus gives us the promise – “do not worry beforehand about what to say.  Just say whatever is given you at the time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit.”  The only world those disciples had ever know was going to be flattened.  They themselves would be persecuted and hounded from council to ruler.  The flesh – the flesh that would fall asleep in Gethsemane – would be strengthened.  The Holy Spirit poured out on Pentecost.  The Spirit would sustain them and give them the words to say.  Even though all men would hate them because of Jesus, this band of disciples would walk the width and breadth of the known world taking that gospel to all the nations.  And standing firm in that Holy Spirit they are now the first of the saints.

Gospel in the World

But what does that mean for us?  When those big stones of our lives are giving way.  When it seems like there is not one stone left atop another.  And we all have been through those times.  When it seems like the very world we have lived in has changed before our very eyes and we don’t recognize it.  Watch, be on your guard.  Not for yourself.  If our salvation depended upon our watching we’d all be lost.  Watch, for the salvation of Jesus Christ and the action of the Holy Spirit.  It is Jesus Christ on the throne who does not miss the sparrow falling and knows the hairs on your head.  In that day of the Lord when the stones are toppling over it is Jesus Christ who is wide awake and watching you.  It is the Spirit who will make you to stand firm and give you the words to speak.
Do not worry.  Stones fall all the time.  Not a one falls without God’s knowledge.  And He has promised us victory.  When all those stones are falling, rest easy on that one firm stone of promise - the one who stands firm to the end will be saved.  Amen.

