Text: Isa 35:4-7, Mark 7:31-37
Introduction/Problem in the World
Our knowledge of things expanded without precedent in throughout the 20th century and that expansion continues today.  Things unimaginable when I was born in 1971 are now thrown away as useless items.  In 1971 the Intel 4004 chip and the floppy drive and the DARPANET all went live.  In cleaning out a house we threw away a C-64, a 486 class machine, a Pentium and a Pentium 3.  Using the successor of that DARPANET, the internet, not even through Craigslist and Freecycle did we find anyone who wanted a machine that in itself contained the entire computing potential of the world just 30 some years ago.   In a little less than a week the remains of a life of 35 years was sorted, sifted, weighed and disbursed.
As a society, and as individuals, we have accomplished that amazing growth in knowledge through division.  We divide into areas of specialty.  It took a highly specialized knowledge to create that 4004 chip – a materials specialist, a specialist in etching, and specialist in electric circuits and I’m sure I’m leaving out others.  The pattern of modernity was set early.  The modern physics of the early 20th century was all about splitting apart and finding the building blocks.  Fascinating stuff – some might say culminating in the Manhattan project and the splitting of the nucleus for the bomb. 
And that sub-dividing into areas of knowledge happened also in areas it was less amenable to.  In theology the high theologians took to talking about Isaiah as First, Second and Third Isaiah.  The early critical scholars would make major divisions with pronouncements like Chapters 40 – 66 are clearly written by a different person – and since he claimed to be Isaiah, 2nd Isaiah was born.  Eventually, talking to all 15 people in endowed chairs who might care, today those critical scholars argue over who wrote parts of verses.  At least when the scholastics argued over angels dancing on heads of a pin there was an important idea – Ocaam’s Razor – behind the discussion.  
That continual division is what we as a society have become.  We divide into interest groups.  We segment our lives into the work and family and personal time and maybe if there is some left some God time over here.  It wasn’t that long ago that the greatest virtue hailed of a President was his ability to compartmentalize.  He could compartmentalize the abuse of his position from the actual exercise of it.  Yes he’s a bad man – but the work must go on and he’s able to do it. He can compartmentalize.
The church has not been immune to the fragmentation.  We confess every week our belief in the Una Sancta – the one holy Catholic church and in the communion of saints.  We confess that, but we are content in our divisions.  This is not to say that some divisions aren’t necessary.  If someone denies the deity of Christ – as Paul said to the Corinthians – throw the immoral brother out.  This is aimed more at our divisions of ease.  Instead of repentance and reconciliation – that narrow and hard path – we accept division.  The body of Christ is thereby hacked into many different parts.  Is it a wonder that a body so hacked apart seems to develop gang-green – things like abuse by priests, congregations that leave because a minister says something stupid and outright dismissal by entire church bodies of God’s Word as normative for our lives.  
Problem in the Text
You could say that Israel was experiencing some of the same divisions.  The Kingdom of David had been divided north and south.  The great powers of Egypt and Assryia and Babylon would divide the region into an ever shifting ground of influence depending upon who was stronger at the moment.  The rulers and priests of Israel divided the spoils up amongst themselves swinging whichever way the wind blew.  New temples and “high places” had been established to rival Jerusalem - some of those high places given over to other gods.  Eventually the Northern Kingdom would disappear into Assyria forever.   
In the midst of the division the prophets – especially Isaiah – ask – “Who are you going to trust?”  Are you going to trust the Baal’s of the high places?  Are you going to trust Egypt?  Are you going to trust Assyria?  Are you going to trust the minor nations around you?  Are you going to trust your brother Israelites?  Or are you going to trust in God who brought you up out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery? 
Gospel in the Text
And right here is the Gospel.  Our divisions and subdivisions are all a sign and a result of our ultimate division.  We divided ourselves from God through sin.  The results of that division – political turmoil, lack of justice, misuse of knowledge, estrangement from our brothers and sisters, exile and death.  Israel deserved, we deserve them.  But that is not what God promises.  “Say to those with fearful hearts, ‘be strong, and do not fear, for your God is coming to destroy your enemies.  He is coming to save you.’”
God promises victory.  God promises destruction for our enemies.  God promises salvation.  And what is the sign of that salvation.  “When God comes, he will open the eyes of the blind an unplug the ears of the deaf…those who cannot speak will sing for joy” God showed up in the person of Jesus Christ.  The eyes of the blind were opened.  The deaf were made to hear and speak plainly.
More importantly Jesus Christ defeated that unholy trinity of enemies – satan, sin and death.

Gospel in the World
Who are you going to trust?  Are you trusting in the things of this world?  Politicians, countries, Pentium computers, retirement accounts and the stock market, finding your own path?
All of those things end up like all of the stuff we couldn’t even give away.  They are all shiny and attractive at one time.  Just like Eve’s apple – they can be pleasing to the eye, good for food and for acquiring knowledge.  But none make you a better version of yourself.  Politics divides, those computers for many end in pornography, the stock market can consume us with greed and reduce everyone to a bank account size.  And do you really trust yourself to construct your own way?
Instead God has said to us ephatha – be open.  Be open to His living in us.  Be open to the working of the Holy Spirit.  Be open to the hearing the call of Christ to follow His path.  To allow Christ to lead and guide your life.  To defeat your enemies.  He’s by our side, upon the plain, with His good gifts and spirit.
And be open – be strong and do not fear, for Christ has come to destroy your enemies.  He has come to save you.  He has come to save us from that last great enemy – death.  All the stuff of this existence ends in the same place – ash.  They can take our life, goods fame child and wife.  Though they all be gone, our victory has been won.
We believe in the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  The same God who called it all into existence.  The same God who has placed his Spirit in us to form us – to make us better version of ourselves.  This same Jesus Christ was placed in that grave a mortal body and rose from that grave victorious in the immortal body.  Just as he is, right now His Spirit in us is preparing us for that transformation.  We are being prepared for the re-creation.  The new heavens and the new earth.  As Job said – I know my redeemer lives…and after my body has decayed, yet in my body I will see God.
Conclusion
Who are you going to trust?  The Egypt’s of this world that place you in bondage.  Who promise big things and never deliver.  Or the risen Lord Jesus Christ – who opened ears and tongues.  Who opens hearts.  Who opens the grave to resurrection.  I know my redeemer lives.  He has come and destroyed my enemies.  And long after I’ve decayed, yet in my flesh I will see God.  Amen.

 
