Text: John 15:25-26, 16:4:15
Introduction

About 60 years ago, a Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod theologian published a book he titled “The Half Known God”.   As Christians we confess a Triune God – A God known personally, a God who has revealed himself in the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  This book addressed well ahead of our cultural avalanche, a de facto Unitarianism, a half-known God, as we started seeking truth outside of the revealed triune God.  I’m sorry for the complexity of that phrase, on Pentecost it might sound like I’m speaking in another tongue.  Here is what I mean.  As a group of people, even at times within the church, we have become very comfortable talking about “God” – that nice generic term.  Conservatives are happy because they hear God and think in big attributes like omnipotence and omniscience.  Liberals are happy, roughly for the same reason, God is a general term that just like the conservatives they can apply the traits and attributes they want.  In our culture today we have a lot of God-talk.  Even atheists want to get in on the scheme, if just to say that God is a null or empty set.  That vague and amorphous God is not the triune God that we worship.  That is not the triune God who revealed himself in the Scriptures.  We have a lot of God-talk, but it never seems to go anywhere – seekers do not find rest.  The search for truth seems to have been turned into a never ending political debate – a debate where truth is only the truth-of-the-moment based on the definitions of God of whoever is in power at the moment.  The Spirit who leads us in all truth – has become the Half Known God.  We hear rumours of His movement and claims of prophetic insight.  We wish for signs, and people become indecisive looking for guidance from the Spirit, whether the Holy Spirit, the Great Spirit or the Spirit that visited after that midnight burrito.
Text

We might wish for those signs, and we can’t limit God, but what our text today does reveal to us are the sure actions of the Holy Spirit.  Our text today offers us not the half-known Spirit of our Culture, but the fully revealed Holy Spirit’s mission in this world.

Law – First Act of the Spirit, Convict
The first and primary role of the person of the Holy Spirit is to Convict.  Our text is part of what is called the final discourse.  It is Jesus in that upper room on Maundy Thursday giving final teachings and prayers to his disciples before His passion.  That passion that would have the world – the religious authorities of the Sanhedrin and the political authority of Pilate and the popular authority of the mob convict Jesus.  The Sanhedrin would convict Jesus of blasphemy.  They would not believe his testimony or the miracles.  The world in Pilate and Roman justice – fully understanding Jesus’ innocence – would hand him over at the mob outcry to crucify him.  The righteousness and justice of the world convicted Jesus of not being the King of the Jews, as that ironic nameplate hung above him on the cross.  And the world would convict itself that this criminal was nothing to worry about as it threw insults at Jesus on the cross.  The world had passed its judgment, and soon this criminal would be nothing but forgotten bones - and everything would go on as it had from the beginning of time.

The first role of the person of the Holy Spirit is to convict – to convict the world about sin and about righteousness or justice and about judgment.  About sin- because they do not believe in me is what Jesus said.  The world said it was Jesus who was the sinner – the blasphemer.  The Holy Spirit will convict the world of their sin of unbelief.  About righteousness or justice – Jesus said that I go to the Father.  The world in Pilate new that this Jesus was innocent – but what is another innocent sacrificed for the right purposes – continued power, dispersal of the mob – this innocent isn’t going anywhere but to dust.  The Holy Spirit will convict the World that this Jesus is not dust and bones.  That divine justice corrected the world’s sin.  The rejected stone has become the cornerstone.  That this Jesus Christ, as Peter would add on Pentecost, whom you crucified, is risen and at the right hand of the Father.  And 3000 that first Pentecost were convicted by the Spirit of the truth of that proclamation.  The Holy Spirit will convict the world of judgment – that it was not the world who passes judgment on God on the cross, but that God on the cross passed judgment on the world.  The same Father who raised and glorified Jesus has defeated and judged our adversary in this world.  Satan, whose power was death because of sin, has no more power over us in through Jesus Christ.
That mission of the Holy Spirit continues today.  How else would 11 Galilean peasants who proclaimed a man crucified for treason and blasphemy, proclaimed that crucifixion which was a stumbling block to Jews and proclaimed a resurrection that was foolishness to the gentile world…How else could that message circle the globe, survive the deaths of the eye witnesses to the resurrection, survive changes in culture and language, survive antichrists, heretics, persecutions and false sons and daughters…The Holy Spirit, just as on that first Pentecost day, convicts us of our sins and urges to belief through the foolishness that is preaching.  The Holy Spirit convicts us of who the true ruler of the world is.  Even though we do not physically see Jesus any longer, we know that He is at the right hand of the Father.  The Holy Spirit convicts all of us that we are dust and subject to judgment.
Gospel – Second Act of the Spirit, Lead into Truth/Sanctify
The Holy Spirit also leads us in all truth.  And this might be the most damaging fog spread by our adversary in our culture.  Many people are convicted.  They recognize their sinful state.  They hold that intuition that a judgment has been rendered – and they are seeking a way.  But the world points them in all the wrong directions.  The 100% sure means of the Holy Spirit are the Word and Sacraments.  The Spirit receives these directly from the Son.  The Word and the Sacraments do not proclaim the Spirit, He does not proclaim Himself, but they proclaim the Words of Grace from Christ and from the Father who sent Him.  How and where does the Spirit lead us in all truth?  Right here, in this gathering of believers called the church.  That is the truth that our adversary desperately wants to fog up.  The church, that fuddy-duddy place full of hypocrites, bores and busy-bodies?  The culture says, “that is not where the Spirit is found.  That is too easy.  You have to work harder.  Seek more.  Seek deeper.” Always leading people deeper into the fog.  But the truth remains a beacon in that fog, that here, in this gathering, in these sacraments is the sure grace of the Father through the Son by the means of the Spirit.

Martin Luther asked roughly the same question in the Large Catechism – But how is this sanctifying done?  How does the Holy Spirit lead us in truth?  And he answered directly from the creed.  The Holy Spirit causes our sanctification by the following – the communion of saints or the Christian Church, the forgiveness of sin, the resurrection of the dead and the life everlasting.  That means, that He leads us first into His holy congregation and places us in the bosom of the church.  Through the church he preaches to us and brings us to Christ.  In Christ by the means of the Spirit – Word and Sacrament – we have forgiveness of sins, right now, and we have the sure Hope of the resurrection and the life everlasting.

Conclusion

The Father is a Gracious God.  He sent His Son when we did not deserve it.  And he has given us abundant means of grace.  He grabs us with His Spirit through the Word and Baptism.  He washes us clean in that Baptism and in our daily repentance.  And through the Word and His body and blood offered - He sanctifies us, His church, to be His Holy Bride presented blameless.  That revealed God has promised to show up here in Word and Sacrament.  
You can listen to that world that has been judged.  You can seek after that half-known God.  God is gracious, He might meet you where ever that is, but that spirit you might meet there could just as easily be the adversary.  That is the problem with the Half-Known God.  We don’t know if we’ve met God… or if we have just met ourselves and our projections onto that generic God.  Instead, run to the God that has revealed Himself in Jesus Christ and who has called you to this gathering by the Spirit.  That revealed God convicts…and that revealed God heals through his promised means of Grace.  Amen.      

