Text: John 10:11-18

Introduction
I’m sure the phrase did not originate with C.F.W. Walther, the first president of the LC-MS, but ‘sharing the whole counsel of God’ is one of those phrases that lodged in my mind.  The intention of phrase is directed at the preacher.  There are parts of God’s witness that a preacher knows better.  There are parts that are dearer to his heart.  And, give our fallen state, the preacher would stay in those areas.  Lutherans tend to cluster around the theological term justification - By grace you are saved through faith.  Methodists look at the other side of that coin – sometimes called sanctification – for we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works.  As Ethel Louise would remind me, Wesley’s favorite question was, “Have ye fruits?”  Romans like to talk about the sacraments and how they are a sure means of grace.  The reformed like to talk in terms of covenant and sovereignty.  The Bible is full of God’s counsel.  And the preacher would be good to talk about all of it, because it is all good for instructing in righteousness as St. Paul would tell Timothy.
Today’s gospel text is one that I would think most preachers would want to avoid.  While it has a clear and sweet Gospel image, which has made the Good Shepherd image beloved and by Christians of all times; it also has a severe and strict law proclamation aimed right at the preacher or anyone who has been given authority – heads of households, parents, teachers, politicians.  The full force of that law must be felt, to claim the full sweetness of that gospel.
Law – Good/Model Shepherd
When you read Mathew, Mark and Luke, Jesus tells parables usually starting with “the reign of heaven is like….”  In John the parables are the I AM statements.  Jesus tells parables about who he is and who the Father is.  Moses once asked God from the burning bush, who do I tell them sent me?  And God answers, IAM who I AM.  Tell them I AM sent you.  Jesus, who in himself reveals the Father, adds more to that terse reply.  In our text, I AM the good shepherd.
The word we translate good means far more than our everyday use of that word.  When we today say something is “good” we often actually mean bland, or meets minimum requirements.  Eh, good enough – or , How’s the sauce?  Eh, good.  What kind of child is she?  She a good child.  Not excellent, but not foul.  The translation of good in our text recalls an older use – something that our dominant culture no longer believes in – the good, the true and the beautiful.  To be good was to meet the mark.  To be good was to be ideal.  When Jesus says I am the good shepherd, what he is saying is he is the model shepherd.  Jesus is the objectively ideal shepherd.

That image of a shepherd had very specific referents in the Old Testament.  
· Moses and Joshua, the great prophet-kings of the Exodus are described as Shepherds.  Numbers 27:16 -17 – “Let the Lord…appoint a man over the congregation…that the congregation of the LORD may not be bas sheep that have no shepherd." 
· David, the covenant King of Israel, was a shepherd.

· And in Ezekiel 34, directed at the priests and religious leaders of Israel: "Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel; prophesy and say to them: 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Woe to the shepherds of Israel who only take care of themselves! Should not shepherds take care of the flock? 3  You eat the curds, clothe yourselves with the wool and slaughter the choice animals, but you do not take care of the flock. 4  You have not strengthened the weak or healed the sick or bound up the injured. You have not brought back the strays or searched for the lost. You have ruled them harshly and brutally. 5  So they were scattered because there was no shepherd, and when they were scattered they became food for all the wild animals.
The shepherd is the person that God has set to lead and protect his people.  And Christ is the model shepherd.

And what are the defining traits of the model shepherd:  1) He gives up his life for the sheep and 2) He knows the ones who are his.

If you are in a position of authority in regards to God’s people – if you are a parent of a baptized child, if you are the head of a Christian household, if you are a congregational elder or officer, especially if you are the preacher.  There is the measuring stick – in carrying out your responsibilities do you know the sheep of the flock.  Do you know where your daughter is at 10 PM and with whom?  Do you know what method of learning is most appropriate?  Do you know who is physically sick and who is spiritually on their last legs?  The good shepherd does.  What are you willing to do, what lengths are you willing to go to in order to call the wandering sheep back?  Will you have that tough conversation with you son?  Will you take away the car keys?  Will you give up your day off?  Will you sacrifice parts of your paycheck?  Will you pick up your cross and follow the good shepherd?  Will you lay down your life on behalf of the sheep?  That’s the model.  That’s the measurement.  That is the law.
Point Two – Wolf & Hired Man
We don’t measure up.  The model is too high.  We are at best the hired man if not at times the wolf.  The wolf is out there.  Satan prowls looking for who he can devour.  The wolf takes the sheep and scatters them.  I’m sure that there are times we can think of that we’ve scattered our sheep.  Those times when the toddler took it one step too far.  When the adult son who should have known better does the next in the long string of stupidities.  When the sermon was off, or the bible study encouraged the wrong thing, just because it was easier than the prep time and the difficult conversation.  That wolf scatters the sheep.  The wolf may know the sheep intimately, but that knowledge is not for their safety, but is used to hurt the sheep.

The hired man, that person just doesn’t really care.  That person will do the job as long as it pays the bills.  The hired man will watch the sheep in good times, but does not really care about them.  The hired man does not know the sheep.  The hired man runs at the first sign of danger.  And if you’ve had responsibility, you’ve been there also.  Just let me collect my check.  How can I run out the clock on this situation?  How can I manage the image without paying for the substance?  What meets minimum requirements?  

Gospel

The good news is that we have a good shepherd.  In that Ezekiel passage, after the failure of the priests this is what God promised – “For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search for my sheepa and look after them.”  And that is what he did and what he is still doing today.

Jesus, the Son of God, the Word of God through whom all things were made, came down from heaven to gather his lost sheep.  This is the good shepherd who leaves 99 sheep in the pen and searches far and wide for that 1 lost sheep.  This is the Good Shepherd who willingly put down his life for the sheep.  Jesus was not the pawn of Sanhedrin and Pilate.  The wolves of this world didn’t just get another one.  Jesus exercising that divine sovereignty put down his life for the sheep.  He put it down so that he, and all those sheep who hear his voice can pick up that resurrection life.

And Jesus did not just do this for the Jews or for some other race of mankind.  This good shepherd has sheep not from this fold.  This good shepherd has sheep from Greece, and from Galatia, and from Rome and from the US and from Japan and China and India and all around the world.  This Good shepherd has sheep in Lutheran folds, and in Methodist folds.  In Roman folds and in reformed fold.  Any place where those sheep hear his voice and follow the Good Shepherd.  Any fold where the Word of God is preached.  It does not return empty.  The sheep know his voice.  [Don’t get me wrong, I think you’ll hear that voice louder in a Lutheran fold, but no one fold has exclusive claim.]
All those sheep are the one flock under the one good shepherd.  We confess in the creed that we believe in the one holy Christian and Apostolic church.  That one church is hidden in many folds, but it is one flock and it has one shepherd.  And the thieves, and robbers and wolves of this world will not get those sheep.  The good shepherd knows them, and they know the good shepherd.  Just like the Father knows Jesus and Jesus knows the Father.

We can’t live up to that model shepherd.  We all like sheep have gone astray.  But thanks be to God that we have a Good Shepherd.  One that knows us, has called us with his voice, has searched for us when we were lost, and gave up his life for us.  The Lord is our shepherd we will lack for nothing.  Amen.    
