Text: John 15:1-8

Introduction

Today on the Christian calendar is the fifth Sunday in the Season of Easter.  On the secular calendar it is Mother’s day.  Some of you have heard my joke about the two most important days for the preacher are Christmas Eve and mother’s day.  Last year, with Easter being so early, Mother’s Day ended up being the same Sunday as Pentecost.  I was sitting in one of my final classes with a professor I loved when the question came up – “What do you preach on, Pentecost, one of the High Holy Days of the Church, or Mother’s Day?”  Being the smart aleck refugee from corporate America that I am, I answer under my breath – “you give it to the eager seminarian to preach on Pentecost and to take the bullet for ignoring the mom’s.”  Professor G gave me a slight shake of the head as he turned to call on the student sitting on his other hand.  This student of course starts going on about how great he felt that his supervisory pastor had given him Pentecost, that high holy day to preach.  He’d only preached twice in his whole time there and he got Pentecost.  As I almost lose my lunch in barely repressed snickers, Professor G looks at me and gives one of those expressions that you can’t capture.  Chalk one up for smart aleck end of the program corporate refugees.
Text - Law

Our text for today centers around the images of the vine, the vinedresser and fruit.  Like we said last week, the “I AM” statements of Jesus are John’s parables.  They are what John was inspired to write to complement Matthew, Mark and Luke’s, “The kingdom of God is like…” statements.   They paint a picture about how God relates to us and how we relate to God.  And just like the shepherd images, the vineyard and the vine are well know images in the Old Testament.  Everyone would know what you are talking about.
Isaiah 5 is the most explicit.  God says, “I will sing for the one I love a song about his vineyard: My loved one had a vineyard on a fertile hillside. 2 He dug it up and cleared it of stones and planted it with the choicest vines. He built a watchtower in it and cut out a winepress as well. Then he looked for a crop of good grapes, but it yielded only bad fruit…The vineyard of the LORD Almighty is the house of Israel”  Throughout the old testament the vine or the vineyard is Israel.  Ezekiel 19:10 even says, “You mother was like a vine in your vineyard planted by the water, it was fruitful and full of branches…but it was uprooted in fury and thrown to the ground.”  The vine, the vineyard Israel in the old testament, is also always turning wild.  The vineyard owner or the vinedresser is looking for fruit and never finds any.  He looks for good fruit and gets sour fruit.  He plants it by water and does everything to make the vine grow straight, and it grows crooked and wild.  And so the vineyard is uprooted and in fury the vine is thrown in the fire.

Gospel
That was natural Israel, the descendant of Jacob – the natural children of Abraham.  But in that context Jesus makes his radical self declaration – I am the true vine!  Well, just why did he add that one little word true?  Because in Jesus we have the true Israel – Israel reduced to one - the one who stands in for Israel with God where natural Israel has failed.  Where the natural Israel would always end in ruin and disappoint the vine dresser, Jesus as the vine would satisfy the vinedresser.  Where the previous vine did not produce good fruit, but everything it produced was sour and wild.  Those connected to the true vine will produce much fruit.  The Psalmist Asaph in Psalm 80 predicts the coming of the true vine.  “Watch over this vine, the root your right hand has planted, the son you have raised up for yourself.”  That vine, that son, Jesus Christ would not grow wild, but would grow in the direction his Father wanted.   And all the branches connect to the true vine will grow and live and produce fruit.

Application - Bible 
But I want to ask how did that true vine grow in the correct ways?  How did he know it was time to begin the Father’s work?  Did his Father shout to him, now!  Or did God come down and walk and talk with the young Jesus?  No, that is not what the Gospels tell us.  The Heavenly Father, the vinedresser, trusted that job to his mother – Mary.
It is under the instruction of his mother Mary that Luke tells us “Jesus grew in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and men.”  It is Mary, who after Jesus tells her it is not his time, tells the servants at the Wedding of Cana to “Do whatever Jesus tells them.”  And Jesus performs his first miracle at the guidance of his mother.  That guidance eventually ends in what must have been a heart rending scene when Mary comes to Jesus to gather him back in thinking he has lost his mind with the crowds, but Jesus replies “Who are my mother and my brothers?”  And his answer is essentially not this one.  But that love never ends - as Jesus from the cross sees Mary and John.  “Dear woman, here is your son.  And John, Here is your mother.”
Application - Us
In the life of our Lord Jesus, the vinedresser, the Father, worked through means.  The first of these was his Mother, Mary.  Mother’s are the first people in our life who God gives the role of vinedresser.  Mothers are the first people who ensure that we remain connected to the vine, who prune our wild branches and who train us in the way we go.  Eventually that guidance decreases, sometimes harshly, but the love does not end.

Paul, who sometimes gets a harsh treatment from moderns in regards to women, fully knew the importance of Mothers.  In his encouragement to Timothy – the struggling very young pastor who seemed to be getting bullied by his elders - Paul reaches for his memories of mom.  “I have been reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and I am persuaded, now lives in you.”  Timothy she taught you well.  Live up to that upbringing.
And it is not just physical mothers that come in for recognition in the bible.  Paul on his missionary journeys comes to Phillipi.  There is no synagogue, but there is a river, and Paul finds the woman gathered for prayer.  One of those was named Lydia, a dealer in purple. God opens Lydia’s heart and she and her whole household were baptized, and she opened her house to Paul and Timothy.  We don’t know if any of her household were her physical children – but Lydia was the spiritual mother to her entire household.  She took responsibility for them.  She baptized them and ensured that they would be able to hear the Word that she had heard from Paul.

We all rely on our mothers – sometimes physical and sometimes spiritual – for our connection to the vine of Christ.  It is our mothers who first demonstrate to us the love that God has for us.  It is no accident that the church is talked about in feminine pronouns as the bride of Christ and our Spiritual Mother.  Like Paul, and Like Jesus, we all recognize the vital and first roles those physical and spiritual mothers play as the first vinedresser, the first means of God working in our lives.
Now like Paul said to Timothy, listen to your mother and your grandmother.  Stay faithful and connected to the vine.  Any pruning she applies is meant for your good.  Your physical and spiritual mothers prune so that you will be a fruitful branch – a branch that is not cut off and thrown into the fire.  It is truly for your good.  And staying faithful, connected to the vine of Christ, brings glory to the Father and to those mothers who are his first representatives.  Who is the person who made this such a fruitful branch?  As the proverbs say - “Her children stand and bless her; so does her husband.”  It was not below Our Lord at his moment of deepest distress to honor his mother.  Neither should it be for us to recognize that love flowing from the vine through our mothers.  The answer to the opening question of Pentecost or Mothers is much deeper than my smart aleck oh too smart answer.  The biblical witness would be both.  Mother’s are of vital importance in God’s plan, so listen to them.  Amen.
