Text: Mark 11:1-11

Introduction
Those of my generation, which the marketers reduced to a single letter, X, have also been called the ironic generation.  We see irony everywhere, even when there is none.  One wit labeled our group song, Alanis Morisette’s “Isn’t it Ironic” which is a song filled with examples of things that are not really ironic – maybe tragic like dying in a plane crash after winning the lottery, a few comic like meeting your perfect husband and then meeting his wife, but none of them are really ironic.  None of Ms. Morisette’s vignettes get outside herself.  True irony requires two people.

You see, what ironic really means is the gulf of understanding between what one person says and what another person observes.  Both sides completely believe their view of reality, but only the observer has the full revelation.  The larger the gulf between the statement of one person and the observation of another, the greater the irony. 

If you’ve been reading the Gospel of Mark either along with the Sunday lectionary, or have spent any time with it, the evangelist Mark would make a wonderful honorary member of generation X.   And the closer you get to the events of Holy Week, the deeper the irony.  But when you think about the story being told, you can’t avoid irony.  We the readers have been told at the start of Mark, this is the beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  We know and believe the divine nature of this Jesus.  And even in the story itself, the Father serves as the second observer breaking in at the baptism and the transfiguration to issue his view – this is my son.  The Father hears and sees all the events and saying.  The disciples and the crowds and the Jerusalem establishment don’t know or only dimly comprehend who Jesus is.  And what they do comprehend is a great gulf away from what God the Father comprehends.
Text
And so we have what is called the Triumphal Entry.  That is the name that disciples after the fact put on the Palm Sunday procession.  John even inserts a comment into his Gospel to that fact.  John 12:16 – “at first his disciples did not understand all this [the this being the fulfillment of the prophesy in Zechariah].  Only after Jesus was glorified did they realize that these things had been written about him and that they had done these things to him.”  So, you could say that the disciples were clueless at the time.  Just what was going on that day.  What did they believe that day?
A couple of pieces of background.  This was the pilgrimage to the Passover feast.  Jesus, his disciples and a merry band of Galileans were making the Passover pilgrimage to Jerusalem.  We don’t have an exact number of people in this procession, but you can probably think around 100 and be safe, and as they got closer to Jerusalem it would merge with other pilgrims from other villages.  It would have to be large enough to discourage bandits.  It would have to be large enough such that when the child Jesus went with Mary and Joseph they wouldn’t think twice about not being able to find him in the crowd until they stopped for the night and had to scoot back to Jerusalem to find the child in the Temple.  It is hard thinking of an exact parallel today, but the closest thing I can think of is a bus tailgate party.  Heading to the big game, or a Jimmy Buffet concert, we moderns often pile into busses.  We have songs that we sing – Cheeseburger in Paradise or the team’s fight song.  These pilgrims did as well.  They were called the psalms of ascent and the hallelujah Psalms.  You see, you always ascended, went up, to Jerusalem and while going up you sang the psalms of assent.  The one you sang when you got really close – near to Jerusalem, to around Bethphage and Bethany crossing the mount of olives was Psalm 118.  Which includes lines such as This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it, and…. Hossanna, Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  
This was a joyous occasion filled with mirth.  A band of travelers was approaching their destination.  The feast was quickly coming.  And they were traveling with the Galilean miracle worker.  They were traveling with Jesus of Nazareth, their own hoped for claimant to the title of messiah.
And What did they think that meant.  Who was the messiah, and what would he do?  Blessed is the coming Kingdom of our Father David.  Hosanna in the highest!  What a dumb question.  That would have been that pilgrims bands answer.  Of course the messiah is going to reclaim the city of David.  He’s going to re-establish the throne.  He is going to restore the kingdom and clear the temple of corruption.  Hosanna, Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord - to rehab the temple and restore the throne.  Jesus, our Galilean miracle worker, is going to set things right.  He has come to rehab the temple and restore the throne to Israel.
And there is the gulf of understanding.  That pilgrim band of Galileans was proclaiming a king.  They would looking for the Son of David.  What the Father saw, and what was really taking place, was the Son of God.  And that gulf was large.  The Son of David would kick out the Romans and rule the new Israelite kingdom.  The Son of God would be tried and executed by the Romans and rejected by Israel.  The Son of David would clean up the temple and restore the correct priests.  The Son of God would tear down the temple, chase out the money changes in the court of the gentiles and become the temple himself.  The Son of David was exclusively for the people of Israel.  He would make all nations bow down to the children of Israel.  The Son of God was sent for the entire world – to take away the chariots from Ephraim and the war-horses from Jerusalem, and the battle bow will be broken.  The Son of David was to be the conquering hero – over Rome and the political troubles that plagued the people of God.  The Son of God would be the conquering hero – over sin, and death and the devil that had plagued all the people of God since the garden.  The Son of David was entering in Triumph and heading to glory.  The Son of God was entering in Triumph and heading to glory, but glory through the cross.
The Son of David and the Son of God enter Jerusalem and go to the temple.  Which would it be?  Glory, or the cross?  Political and temporal salvation for Israel, or spiritual and eternal salvation for the world?  Satan had taken him to the top of the temple and dared him to throw himself off.  The Father would not let his holy one break his foot against a stone He hissed. And Jesus looked around at everything, but since it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the Twelve.  The Son of David left that incomplete popular messiah there in that dead temple’s precincts.  That limited salvation, that limited triumph, was not what The Father saw.  And there is the irony.  The people welcomed the King, the coming of the kingdom of David.  What was being offered was the drawing near of the Kingdom of God.
Application
Are there any areas in your life where you are welcoming the Kingdom of David, but not the Kingdom of God?  The kingdom of David is much easier to welcome.  The kingdom of David rehabs what we already know.  It restores the forms of what we are comfortable with.  The Kingdom of David fills in the plaster cracks and paints what is our comfort spot -  making it more comfortable.  It put the right people on the throne and in power.  The Kingdom of David conforms to our wants and desires.  The Kingdom of David says like another King – “Have it your way.”

The Kingdom of God says more difficult things like – “pick up your cross and follow me.”  The Kingdom of God says things like to Peter – “I tell you the truth…when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go…follow me.”  Or to a certain rich young man, “you lack one thing, go sell everything and give it to the poor and follow me.”  Or to all, “keep watch, you don’t know the day or the hour, so Watch!” and follow me.  Or “Who are my mother and brothers?  Whoever does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.”  [Follow me]  Or, “go be salt and light, what good is salt that has lost its saltiness?  It will be thrown out.”  [Follow me…The Kingdom of God doesn’t say Have it your way, it says follow me…even where you might not want to go.]
The Kingdom of David might be comfortable.  It’s a place we’d all like to live, but it’s dead.  There is no triumph in that Kingdom of David.  The presence of the Lord has left the temple and razed it.  The Kingdom of David is like a showy tree full of leaves or palm branches, but that never produces any fruit or coconuts.  Are there any areas in your life where you are shouting hosanna for the coming kingdom of David – and you are missing the life, the drawing near of the Kingdom of God?  
