Text

(Mark 14:32-42 NIV) They went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his disciples, "Sit here while I pray." 33  He took Peter, James and John along with him, and he began to be deeply distressed and troubled. 34  "My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death," he said to them. "Stay here and keep watch." 35  Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible the hour might pass from him. 36  "Abba, Father," he said, "everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will." 37  Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. "Simon," he said to Peter, "are you asleep? Could you not keep watch for one hour? 38  Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak." 39  Once more he went away and prayed the same thing. 40  When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. They did not know what to say to him. 41  Returning the third time, he said to them, "Are you still sleeping and resting? Enough! The hour has come. Look, the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 42  Rise! Let us go! Here comes my betrayer!" 

Introduction
We have been reading the story of Holy Week from Mark during these midweek gatherings - roughly Mark chapter 11 through 16.  The theme that you have heard has two poles.  1) It’s about Jesus and 2) He’s got a mission.  

It is about Jesus.  We’ve seen His testimony that His word will never pass away.  Not your, or mine, or the saints above or hell below, but the Word of Jesus will never pass away.  We’ve seen the priests and rulers try and make things fit on their timeline.  They didn’t want to arrest and try Jesus over the feast.  But the timeline was set by Jesus.  The lamb of God was in control of the time.  The lamb would walk to the sacrifice over the feast.  We witnessed the woman who broke the jar.  For all times, wherever the gospel is preached, what she did would be remembered.  And what had she done?  Proclaimed that this one – Jesus – was the messiah who would go to the cross.  And last week we witnessed Jesus take the 1500 year old Passover ritual and redefine it, about Him and what he would do.  The story of Holy Week is the hinge point of history, and it all swings around Jesus.
That story of history, the sacred story of Jesus, without the second pole would not mean much.  All histories have key actors.  The difference is in the purpose.  Some histories are just non-sense, like the infamous line full of sound and fury signifying nothing.  But sacred history has a purpose.  God’s good creation has gone terribly wrong.  People wandered east of Eden, or onto the plains of nod.  Cain would be revenged seven times and Cain’s son Lamech upped the vengeance- if Cain seven, then me seventy-seven times.  It had all gone so horribly wrong that God grieved he had made creation.  But, God had a purpose – to remake his creation.  To reclaim what had gone horribly wrong.  And that work would be done through his Son Jesus.  Jesus did not come to judge the world, but to save it.  To save it by being lifted up on that cross and to be the light for all times.  Jesus has the mission to call all of the lost stumbling around in the darkness of that fallen world into His marvelous light of eternal life.

It is about Jesus, and he’s got a mission.

Trouble & Grace (3 points)
Tonight I want to illustrate, some of our ways of dodging out on that mission and the marvelous grace that answers them.  Our adversary has a huge bag of tricks that he tries to get us to forget that second pole that we are invited to be on Jesus’ mission.
One of those tricks would be trying to use the saints against us.  The church has a great cloud of witnesses to that saving work of Jesus.  The Augsburg Confession, the Lutheran church’s foundation document, states, “Our churches teach that the history of the saints may be set before us so that we may follow the example of their faith and good works, according to our calling…”  And that is what we do.  Our hymnbook has the feast and festivals and commemorations.  Individual churches have heroes.  And Satan can sneak up on us and say, “who are you, compared to that.  Being with Jesus on mission requires men and woman like that.  You should just stay home.”

If you hear that, tell the old trickster to buzz off.  Remember the Gethsemane story.  Peter, the leader of the Apostles, at Jesus’ time of great distress, falls asleep.  Could you not stay with me for one hour?  But Jesus doesn’t dismiss Peter.  Jesus asks him to pray more, to stay vigilant.  Peter falls asleep on the Lord, but Jesus don’t say, oh you are no good, just stay home.  No, Jesus invites him again and offers some encouragement.
Another of those lies would be that we have to be perfect on mission.  You can hear that devil sneaking up and saying something like, “See, I told you, you go and talk about Jesus to Rick, and you got all tongue tied.  You missed your chance.  You blew it.  You should have saved that opportunity for someone else.”  But that is not what Jesus says with Peter.  Jesus knows that Peter is going to deny him.  Jesus has returned three times to find Peter sleeping.  Does he dismiss him?  Peter, I know what you are going to do.  You are going to blow it.  You’d better not follow me.  Absolutely not.  Jesus comes back the third time, finds them sleeping and still says, get up, let us go.  

Maybe the most effective lie Satan tells is that, “you’ve got to be a perfect person to share Jesus.  If you are not perfect, you are a hypocrite.  Nobody will listen to you then.”  Tell him to shut up.  Peter, leaves Gethsemane after falling asleep on His Lord and goes on to deny Him three times.  Mark puts it this way, “He began to call down curses on himself, and he swore to them, ‘I don’t know this man you are talking about.’”  And these Gospel stories circulated during the apostle’s life.  With that in the background, why would anyone ever believe Peter.  Sounds like the prince of hypocrites.  Yet God uses the weak.  God uses those we would never think of to carry out his mission.  Sometimes kings, but usually hypocritical fishermen.  God told this hypocrite, Peter, to Feed my sheep.  Our flaws and failings are the very thing that God heals and that testify to his power.
Those flaws and failings drive us, just like Peter to the right place.  Simon, ran out and wept bitterly.  Our blemishes drive us to the foot of the cross.  We break down and weep bitterly.  We ask for absolution.  And Jesus restores the fallen.  And asks us where are the others.  Go and tell the others what you have found, right here, at the foot of the cross.  Because guess what, it isn’t about you, it is about Jesus, and what Jesus has done for you.  It is about what Jesus has done for all those people out there living in darkness.  Those questions by which Satan tries to make us withdraw, they look the wrong way.  They look for something within us.  I’m not good enough, or strong enough, or eloquent enough or perfect enough.  Well, we are right.  We aren’t enough of anything.  It is a good thing it is not about us.  We don’t proclaim a gospel from within us.  We proclaim the good news of Jesus from outside of us.  Our body is weak, but the Holy Spirit is powerful.  Don’t lean inward on yourself or your own understanding, but lean upon the Spirit Jesus has given us.  The words and opportunities will come.

Prayer: Jesus, keep us always looking outward, for our salvation and those to whom your salvation will come.

