Text: Mark 14: 22-26

Pull Quote: “…when I drink it anew in the Kingdom of God…”

Text Reading

(Mark 14:16, 22-26 NLT) So the two disciples went into the city and found everything just as Jesus had said, and they prepared the Passover meal there….22  As they were eating, Jesus took some bread and blessed it. Then he broke it in pieces and gave it to the disciples, saying, "Take it, for this is my body." 23  And he took a cup of wine and gave thanks to God for it. He gave it to them, and they all drank from it. 24  And he said to them, "This is my blood, which confirms the covenant between God and his people. It is poured out as a sacrifice for many. 25  I tell you the truth, I will not drink wine again until the day I drink it new in the Kingdom of God." 26  Then they sang a hymn and went out to the Mount of Olives. 

It is about Jesus

People, whether they are religious or not, have rituals.  Things that they do in a certain way, and that certain way is invested with meaning.  A great source of rituals in our culture today starts tomorrow.   Watch the players in the basketball games shoot free throws.  You better believe that is a ritual to each of those players.  The annual filling out of the brackets is a shared ritual for many people.  The last office pool I was in was won by the woman who filled hers in by school’s distance from her alma mater.  The closest team in any match to her alma mater was the one chosen to win.  But there are a bunch of other rituals people follow in filling them out all in the hope of getting closer to a win.  Those are very minor rituals, but when people take a ritual as being commanded by God – now we are getting serious.  When that ritual is associated with the founding or defining moment of a people’s existence – that ritual might mean more than life itself.
And that is what we are dealing with here.  The Passover meal was a roughly 1500 year old ritual spelled out by YHWH himself in Exodus 12.  Exodus 12:14 underscored the seriousness – “This is a day to remember.  Each year, from generation to generation, you must celebrate it as a special festival to the LORD.  This is a law for all times.”  This is the meal that Jesus was to be eating with his disciples.  But Jesus completely redefines the meanings.  The Passover meal was a lasting ordinance looking backward.  This is a day to remember!  The unleavened bread symbolized the haste of the exodus from Egypt.  The wine cups recall the words of God’s promises in Exodus 6:6 – “I will free you…I will rescue you…I will redeem you…I will claim you.”  All of those words supposedly fulfilled in the Exodus.  The lamb was the lamb slaughtered according to regulations and the blood spread on the doorposts.  The angel of death would pass over this house.  A 1500 year old ritual bound to the redeeming and claiming of a people commanded by God himself.  And Jesus changes the meanings!
Take and eat – this bread is my body.  Take and drink – this is my blood of the covenant between God and his people.  And the lamb – take note of the absence – Mark does not record there being a lamb for the meal.  The wine of remembrance of deliverance becomes the blood itself.  And there is no animal lamb providing the blood.  “This is my blood,” Jesus says.  “This blood confirms the covenant.  This blood is the new covenant, the new testament.  This blood is poured out as a sacrifice for many.”  Jesus changes the meanings!  And they all refer to him.  It is about Jesus.  The things that came before were shadows and symbol and signs, now finding their fulfillment in the one it is was always about, the beloved son, Jesus.

And he goes one step further.  The Passover meal which was about remembering - This is a day to remember - is now about expectation.  “I will not drink wine again until the day I drink it new in the Kingdom of God.”    We as Christians are not a backward looking people.  We Christians are forward looking.  We have our eyes firmly set on that day when Jesus will drink it again.  That banquet at the end of time when all as been revealed.  When the signs and shadows, the clouds we see through now have all been cleared away.  When all things have been made new. 

It is about Jesus.  Right now, some things are hidden, but our sacraments point the way.  We know that the Kingdom of God has invaded this fallen and passing away world.  We know that we will celebrate the marriage feast of Jesus and the church.  We know the ending.  We know that what is now hidden will be fully revealed.  And Jesus will drink that wine again.

 Jesus has a mission
And we have a job to accomplish before that wedding feast.  Jesus said that his blood was poured out for many.  In the modern world, well, really for most of the church’s history, many was fightin’ words.  You have you sweetness and light crowd in this corner – “any God worth the name would save all his creatures.  Hell would be empty.”  And you’ve got your hellfire crowd over here saying – “come on, you are reading the same thing I am, it doesn’t sound like Hell is empty.”  Ultimately, both those arguments are speculation.  Getting into that argument is poking around in the hidden things of God.  Nothing good can come from that.
What we do know repeatedly is what Jesus told us to do in this time where some things are still hidden.  In the parables of the wedding banquets what the King says is – “Go, go out to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.”  “Go, go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.”  And again the king said, “Go out to the roads and country lanes and make them come in.”  And in each parable the slaves of the king go and do what he says.  They go and invite everyone.  They fill the wedding hall.    What we do know is that Jesus said, “Go and make disciples, teaching them everything I taught you.”  What we do know is that Jesus says, “anyone who believes and is baptized will be saved.”  
We have a safe harbor – believe and be baptized.  We don’t need speculation.  What we do need is to be playing the right game.  It is not about who can be the brightest theological bulb in the room.  It is not about keeping alive the names and traditions of our mothers and fathers.  It is not even about the ways that we perform rituals.  What it is about is Jesus Christ, and His mission.  All the poor and crippled, the blind and the lame, those from the city and those from the country – anyone you can find – needs a relationship with Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ is sufficient to heal all that wounds us.  And we the church have, yes, orders, but also the privilege and the love to represent Christ, to disciple people into that safe harbor. 

May the Lord bless your relationship with him and give you the opportunity to disciple.  Amen
