Text: Mark 9:1-10

Introduction

Most of us probably remember the Sunday school song

This little light of mine

I’m gonna let it shine

This little light of mine

I’m gonna let it shine…
Hide it under the bushel – no!

I’m gonna let it shine…

It is always an honor and a pleasure to have the preschool chapel – usually the 4th Friday of a month at about 11:10 AM.  Those kids stand right up front and sing out with everything their lungs have – usually.  And they sing these simple songs that get right to the heart of the gospel.
Jesus loves me this I know

For the Bible tells me so…

The B-I-B-L-E, yes that’s the book for me

I stand alone on the Word of God

I love to tell the story/because I know its true…

They sing those songs uncritically.  They will approach you and share their life story.  And it comes pouring out of them with their listing of the toys they got for Christmas, and who they are staying with this weekend and their favorite color.  The words flow out of those kids as if by some happy compulsion.  And they mean every one of them.  Not to paint too rosy a picture of the kids, they have their fears and problems and disobediences.  But those are all problems with the law.  Mom said something, or dad or grandma, or teacher or even God.  And toddlers can yank a toy away from another.  And they can’t help but break a law.  But they have no problem with the Gospel.  After some instruction they say they are sorry, and they grant forgiveness and they go back to playing with each other.  They sing those songs uncritically and share the word with everyone.

Three Points

That is not what the disciples do.  Peter, James and John get to see the occasion of a lifetime.  Just like Moses after waiting six days at a lower level of Mt. Sinai, ascended the rest of the way to meet God in the cloud – after six days Jesus takes Peter, James and John with him up the mountain.  And there, before their eyes, they beheld the glory.  And it was more than that, right there was Moses and right there was Elijah.  The two men of the OT who had spoken to God on the mountain.  Peter, James and John – the placeholders for the disciples – were at the same place and time as Moses and Elijah on the mountain with the transfigured messiah. Beholding the glory.
First Point

And what do they do: first Peter speaking for them calls Jesus Rabbi.  Rabbi?!?  Teacher?!?  The man they know as Jesus is standing between Moses and Elijah, transfigured, his clothes so brilliant no washer in the world could do that.  And Peter puts Jesus on the same level as Moses and Elijah.  A simple Rabbi.  Let put up three tents for these three great teachers.  Then they can all sit under them and teach.  We’ll go back down and go back out and call everyone to this mountain.  We’ll erect some type of institution and control access to the three great teachers.  Oh it is good for us to be here.

When we are blessed with just such a moment – a revelation of glory.  When God comes near and touches our lives with assurance and love – we want to institutionalize it.  We want to cast it in amber.  We domesticate the glory of God and attempt to bring it to our level. The world and the church are littered with places and people where God used to work.  God’s glory used to be revealed in these places: the 19th century missionary conferences which did the evangelization of China and Africa and spawned youth movements, Charles Finney and the 2nd great awakening in this very region changed the face of the US, the modern evangelical movement born out of the Azusa street revival in Los Angeles.  God continues to give glimpses of his glory, but what we do is make it institutional.  It’s good that we are here, let’s build three tents.  The missionary groups eventually became the World Council of Church, those youth movements – the YMCA and YWCA.  Charles Finney left a bunch of large churches in this area that have closed doors.  And those evangelical revivalists are typically an appendage of the GOP.  God reveals for a time his glory and we want to build eternal tributes – moribund institutions that rarely survive the century.  Institutions that don’t carry on the vision on which they were founded.
2nd Point

Second - those disciples do all of these things out of fear.  This transfiguration, the appearance, the breaking through of the glory of God is for their reassurance.  Just before this, Jesus had issued his first prediction of his death and resurrection.  The cross comes before the complete and final glory.  The God who is love granted this vision of glory for reassurance.  What is to come will look bad, but don’t lose hope.  This is the glory that is on the other side of Calvary.  And I’m giving this up – this glory.  I’m exchanging the glory, for the cross, for your sake.  Is that a God to fear?  But that is what the disciples do.  They were terrified.

If you are doing certain things out of fear – stop, especially if you have been doing them a long time.  Fear is the beginning of wisdom, but it is not what Jesus came to earth for.  Just the opposite.  Jesus came to proclaim the good news.  We rightly feared a holy God without a priest without a mediator between the just God and our sinful selves.  But you have just such a mediator.  A mediator that loved you enough to give up the glory that was rightly his.  A mediator that set his face for Jerusalem and went to the cross out of love for his creations.  Don’t fear the law.  The law has no hold on you in Jesus Christ.  You have been baptized into the love of Christ and He is making you a new creation.  That new creation can be scary, change always is, a call to the cross first is scary, but it is far less scary than the weight of the law.  The way of the law is only fear.  The good news of Jesus is love and assurance and being made whole by the only one with that power.

3rd point

The last thing that those disciples did grew out of that fear – that still being under the law.  The word, they kept to themselves while they questioned the resurrection of the dead.  Jesus had told them to keep silent about what they saw.  Jesus had given them another law.   And they were still under that law.  Unlike the leper from last week – when Jesus had healed him – he sprang up and went out and proclaimed the word.  In Mark – those who have been made clean, those who have been healed by Jesus – those who have accepted the Gospel for their lives – can’t hold the word in as if by a happy compulsion.  Jesus tells them to be silent as well.  But they can’t do it.  the good news is too much.  There are too many people who don’t know it to be silent.  Yes, that leper and the deaf man and the blind man in Mark break a law of Jesus – Don’t tell anyone.  But they are healed.  They are operating not out of fear, not under the law, but they are operating from love and from the gospel.  Against these things there is no law.

And that is the invitation to the disciples.  Don’t build institutions.  Don’t cower in fear.  Don’t let the law completely run your life.  The Gospel is right there in those simple songs and behaviors of the kids.

Jesus loves me this I know, for the Bible tells me so.

I love to tell the story, because I know its true!

Hide it under a bushel – no!  I’m gonna let it shine.

Amen.

