Text: Mark 13:24-31

Pull Quote: “Heaven and Earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away”

A fundamental marketing principle is that you don’t sell needs you sell wants.  There are a bunch of pithy phrases we’ve all heard the reflect that.  Sell the sizzle, not the steak.  Jazz is up.  Where are the sparklers?  Just that fact that there is such a thing as a consumer version of the Hummer or a Rolls Royce talks to wants and not to needs.  Wants you can manipulate in the short term.  A powerful image or a catchy song can create a want.  I want to be associated with that image, that song, that product.  Pepsi recently “updated” its iconic symbol to a more “uplifting” and swervy looking thing.  How often do you find “same great product, great new look” on your fabric softener or detergent?  You don’t sell needs you sell wants.

Needs are longer term.  They are much more difficult to actually deliver.  New packaging might provide the sizzle on detergent or the sparkle on a bottle of soda, but with real needs it is difficult to even talk in marketing language.  It usually ends up sounding like what it is, hype.  We need food and shelter, so we sow and plant and study and build and work.  One of the staples of internet jokes is the realtor speak “golf-course view” or “charming” with the picture of the real house next to it.  The heart of the matter is the older phrase, “location, location, location.”  Take that as truth from someone with a house for sale in the city of St. Louis.  When we are talking about real needs we are slow to buy-in.  Unlike with wants that can change from day or day or hour to hour, needs take time.

We need love, so we join groups or have hobbies; we get married and have children.  Groups take time and hassle as we have to learn to social codes and the language.  Hobbies take time as they have to be complex enough to engage us.  Bridge is a hoby, euche is a fun want.  Marriage is to be for lifetime.  The older view was that two people learn to be one flesh over that lifetime together.  Today, in the breakdown and the ashes of distrust, we date for years, and then live together and maybe become engaged for a few more years.  If after these years it looks like the relationship has what it takes - we get married.  We have a need for love and companionship, but we often no longer have the social capital or trust to make it work.  Our focus is on wants.  And so we try and string together a series of wants instead of trying to actually meet a need.  Children likewise have transitioned from a need – extra labor for the family business, an old age retirement investment, or as the bible describes them as a great blessing from God – transitioned into a want – octomom with 14 kids, fertility treatment for couples who wanted to be sure of the marriage first and now want a child after the child bearing years, sex selective abortions in India and China and elsewhere, on the horizon the genetic design of the perfect child available in beta form in Korea today.  Our deepest needs have often transitioned into wants disguised as fulfilling needs.  Is it any wonder that the right track/wrong track polls are consistently wrong track.  We know that our real needs are not being satisfied, but only dulled.
Here is the thing.  As good as many of these things can be, and they are the best things we have in a fallen world, they will all pass away.  Even Heaven will pass away.  The sun will be darkened and the moon will not give its light.  The best things of this creation are all destined for ashes.  Our ephemeral wants are headed for the fire.  Our wants disguised as needs are headed for the fire.  Even our closest needs in this life will pass away.  I’ve always found it amazing that it is not just this world.  It is not just the fallen world that is destined to pass away, but Jesus says “Tuthfully, AMEN, truthfully I say heaven will pass away…”  It is not just the worst and the inconsequential, the low and the trivial, but the highest and the best.  The entire creation passes away.

Everything but the Word of Jesus.  The Word that brought it all into existence.  In the beginning was the word…thru him all things were made.  That Word will never pass away.  It is not about our wants.  Those things that marketers manipulate and that lead us into all kinds of trouble.  It is not even about our felt needs.  Love and companionship and trust and even hope.  Everything in this world  came from that Word and it returns to that Word.  It is all about our one real need.  When that last day comes, we need to be found in Jesus.  We need to be a Word on His lips, a name written in His book of life.  We need to be part of the Body of Christ.

And I’ve got good news for you.  You have incorporated into the Body of Christ.  In baptism you have been buried with Christ and all of this mortal creation headed for the ashes.  In baptism you have been incorporated into the body of Christ.  In baptism you have been made a new creation.  A new creation that will be on the Words lips when he finishes making all things new.  That baptism is your guarantee.  Just like Jesus we too will be raised.  We will be recreated.  On ash Wednesday we remember that everything before us returns to ashes.  The mortal passes away, but we also remember our baptism and incorporation into the new creation.  That new creation is not complete, not yet, but soon.
Before the completion of the new creation, we have been entrusted with this recreating Word in this life and this world.  We share in this Word in bread and wine and water.  And we are to share this Word with others.  Those others may be lost in wants.  They may be lost in needs.  They are lost in the things that are passing away in the ashes.  We have been blessed with the message of the one real need – salvation in Jesus Christ.  Share the Word.
Prayer: May Jesus help you to see this world’s needs, and to find their fulfillment in Him.  Amen.

