Text: John 1:43-51

Focus Statement: Jesus Christ is the foundation of all understading and all good things.

Function Statement:  That my hearers would build their foundation upon Jesus.

Introduction
If the sermons I have heard and read over the years based on texts in John are any measure, John is unpreachable.  Please don’t take that as John is not worth reading, or John is not inspired.  His Gospel is very much inspired and worth reading.  What I mean is that preaching on John you inevitably end up at two places: either you sound like Yoda – truly I tell you, in there it is…or you grossly chop it up throwing important things overboard to try and make a coherent point.  The early church and the monastic’s following them labeled John “The Spiritual Gospel”.  John’s Gospel is at the same time a telling of the story of Jesus and a reflection on the Christian life told by an aged disciple who saw it and lived it. Hopefully swerving firmly to the coherent point side, being too direct a person to pull off a good Yoda, in today’s text John wants to reflect on one of his consistent themes – Is seeing believing?  Or, does what you believe effect what you see?
Modern World
It is always dangerous for a simple parson to pull from scientific sources – you always get it wrong, so pardon the attempt or the oversimplification.  The headline from an article in the Jan 2009 issue of New Scientist magazine – Our World may be a giant Hologram!  One is tempted to say we have gone from looking for the Ghost in the Machine to being the ghosts.  But a smart aleck remark is not the point.  The point is that some hard working German scientists have built this big experiment called the GEO600.  It is a device 600 meters long (that is just under 2000 feet for those of us not on the metric system.)   And they were looking for gravitational waves.  They were thinking of space-time as a continuous wave.  When a star goes Nova or turns into a black-hole, it creates a ripple – like when you drop a stone in some smooth water.  The space-time ripple (or gravitational wave) would spread out, and eventually if we are looking we should be able to detect them.  They do this by shooting a laser, splitting it in half, sending them down and back the 600m chamber, and then looking at the interference pattern created when you merge them.  That pattern should say if the beams have traveled the same path.  If they have, they should synch back up without interference.  If they’ve been stuck by a ripple, the time-space paths were different, and the two formerly similar beams of light interfere with each other.  The gross simplification is that this experiment is a giant and really sensitive ruler.  It measures down to the 1x10-16 meters the difference in the length the beams of light traveled.  Here is the problem.  They always got interference in a consistent range.

Another scientist from Fermi Lab – a premiere physics institution – separately from the GEO600 experiment had predicted you would find something like this.  The Fermi Lab director says the interference is detecting the blurriness of the hologram, the grainy-ness of creation, the pixilation of the universe.  Think of newsprint, or your television or computer monitor.  At a distance everything appears smooth and continuous, but when you get real close to those images you start to see the pixels, the points of light, they are made of.  At the 1x10-16 meter level, those pixels turn on and off.  One moment this part of space is there, and the next it is not.  Hence when you are measuring differences of length at that level, you are seeing the pixels.  How many pixels did each beam go through?  A random quantum movement would cause interference.
The German team was stumped for a long time.  They had this interference they couldn’t explain.  Something had to be getting in the way of the experiment.  In fact the German team still holds quote, “there could still be a mundane source of the noise.  We work to identify the noise.  In this respect I would consider the present situation unpleasant, but not really worrying.  If the noise remains after we do some updates, then we have to think again.”
Scientists, at the edge of discovery.  Do they believe or know because they see, or do they see because they believe?  Both the Fermi lab director and the GEO600 team are seeing the same thing.  Why is one saying we live in a holographic universe, and the other looking for things causing noise?
Text
Jesus calls Philip.  Philip follows.  Phillip goes to Nathanael.  Get up, we found THE ONE!  THE ONE that we have been waiting for.  THE ONE Moses and the prophets said to look for.  It is Jesus.  Now remember that Jesus is then name of about 1 in every 10 Jewish kids in this day.  Jesus the one from Nazareth.  But even Nazareth probably had multiple Jesus’.  Jesus, from Nazareth, the son of Joseph.

Nazareth!  Can anything good come from there?

And Philip’s reply is come and see…But is that really what happens.  Does Nathanael come and see THE ONE?

No.  When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching he said, “here is a true Israelite.”  Jesus sees Nathanael.  “How do you know me,” Natahnael asks.  “Because I saw you before Philip called.”  Nathanael was seen, Nathanael was known before he met Jesus.  Nathanael does not see THE ONE.  He doesn’t observe Jesus for a long time and come around to Philip’s conclusion.  And let’s be straight – I saw you sitting under the fig tree?  That is not exactly Jesus telling the Samaritan woman at the well her entire marital history.  The entire exchange has a jokey kind of feel.  Now, here, here comes a true Israelite!  Meeee, How did you know me?  I saw you on your duff under the tree.”  
You were under the tree doing nothing, until Philip called you.  Philip brought you the word.  And now Nathanael declares, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God.”  You don’t get a higher confession.  This is chapter one of the Gospel.  Jesus has not yet done his first miracle.  The wedding at Cana and the water to wine is tomorrow.  Nathanael has seen nothing, but he has heard the Word.  Philip called him.  Nathanael, we’ve found him.  The ONE!  And he utters this confession – “Rabbi, you are the Son of God.”
To which Jesus replies- “You believe because I told you I saw you undet the fig tree?”  No, that is not why Nathanael believes.  He believes because Philip told him.  But because he does believe.  Because he does see Jesus as the Son of God – “You will see greater things.”  The true Israelite will see heaven open and angels ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”
The true Israelite – Just like the original Israel, Jacob – will see angels ascending and descending.  Jacob (Israel’s) ladder.  The bridge between Heaven and earth.  Because Nathanael believes he will see the Son of Man, Jesus as the living ladder that bridges Heaven and earth.

To John seeing is not believing.  You are able to see, because you believe.  Nathanael will be able to make the right judgments about what he sees, because he believes Jesus is the Son of God.  Nathanael will be a true Israelite, seeing the path to heaven, because he believes in the THE ONE who is that path to heaven.

Grace in the Modern World
What we believe about the world does affect how we see it.  The German scientists believe one theory about the fundamental building blocks, and they see noise.  The Fermi lab scientist believes the universe is a hologram, so he sees the pixilation of the universe.  What they believe effects what they see.
Those medieval monks who liked John’s Gospel had a saying – Faith seeking understanding.  Proverbs holds that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of Wisdom.  All knowledge, everything that we see with our minds eye, has a start.  We see in certain ways, because we believe certain things.  The interpretation and reinterpretation of our world starts somewhere.
Moses said to the Israelites assembled before the entrance to the holy land, the land he would not enter, today I lay before you life and death.  And Moses would beg them to choose life.  And that life was the God of the living, a God known by specific deeds and a specific name and a specific people.  The God of Abraham and Issac and Jacob who had seen the ladder to heaven.

That is the same call that Philip gave to Nathanael that day.  We’ve found THE ONE Moses talked about.  Come and see.  And Nathanael believed he was meeting the Son of God.

That is the same call that God sends every preacher out with.  Jesus is the way, the truth and the life.  You can base what you see on a large number of things.  All of them are sinking sand.  All but one.  That one, the one known by a specific deed – he took our cross and the Father raised him from the dead.  The one known by a specific people – the church in all times and all places that points the way to Christ.  Come and see – we have found the rock.  We have found the solid foundation.  We have found the ladder that bridges heaven and earth.  And Just like Nathanael, that ONE has seen us from eternity.  He saw us, he knew us long before we were born.  And He bought us on that cross.
What you believe effects what you see.  Don’t stay in skepticism.  Can anything Good come from Nazareth?  You betcha, but that is not where Jesus came from.  This ONE, THE ONE, the ONE who saw you a long time ago, came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
May you be full of faith to see the coming of the Lord.  Amen.

