Text: Mark 1:14-20

Focus Statement: God alone creates the faith that satisfies the desire of a calling

Function Statement: That my hearers would hear their calling to be fishers of people

Introduction
Most of us probably know the name Carl Sagan.  A scientific popularizer who liked to talk about billions and billions of stars.  Relatively late in his life he became a fanatic about SETI – or the search for extraterrestrial intelligence.  You probably know that acronym from various pronouncements over the years or maybe you have SETI@home running on your computer…or maybe you have just watched enough Sci-Fi or X-files to know it.  SETI got rolling in the 1960’s and radio telescopes and Ph.D. all turned to the skies in search for a signal.  Someone or some civilization calling to us.  A galactic shout out.  At the far end of the SETI hope you have the Jodi Foster driven movie called ‘Contact’.  The ones calling to us have established a huge repository of advanced knowledge.  All it requires is for us to search hard enough and be smart enough to be let into the secret.  When we’ve received the SETI call – all kinds of normal problems of life on earth get solved. 
Someone asked Dr. Sagan a question about SETI, “What if we never get any messages?”

Dr. Sagan replied, “It’s a possibility,” he said, “but it’s a depressing thought to me that there might be no one in the universe trying to call us.”
I don’t intend to really make fun of SETI.  It would be a marvelous twist in God’s great creation if there were others out there.  What I want to point to as enlightening is our constant search for a call.  Our expensive and manic hope to find someone somewhere who gives a shake…someone who is contacting us.  The far extremes of the SETI project display our almost innate desire of an eschatological, an end-times hope.  The alien intelligence will save us if we only do our part.  If we are only good enough to look in the right signals and places.  
3 Points & a Poem (not really a poem, but that’s the paradigm)
I’m going to suggest three things.  Our natural desire represented by programs like SETI is not wrong but misaligned.  First, there is someone who gives a shake, someone who wants to make contact with us.  Second, that contact does not depend upon our skill in looking at the right place on the right frequency.  The location of the contact is not so much extraterrestrial as both super-terrestrial and it has drawn very near to our world.  And third, that contact is far more than a “Hey, we’re here, how you guys doing.”  That contact has a purpose behind it.

 First Point
There is someone who wants to make contact.  That is the very purpose that Jesus came into the world for.  In those first days in the garden, God would walk in it with his creations.  Direct contact.  The good creation and the holy God – discussing the names of all creation.  Walking in the cool of the day.  But all that ended.  The Holy could not have direct contact with sinful.  The holy would devour the sinful.  So God was veiled and hidden.  Hidden in lightning and thunder on Sinai.  Hidden behind tablets of stone, or that holiness under the veil over Moses’ face.  Hidden in the words of the prophets.  Veiled in the Holy of Holies behind the temple cloth.  But the time has been fulfilled.  God would once again walk and talk with his people.  The time of separation and preparation was over.  The time for contact is ready.  The time has been and is now fulfilled.  Jesus Christ is our contact our calling and our end time hope.
Second Point
That contact does not depend upon our skill or ability in looking for God.  God in Jesus came to us.  The Kingdom of Heaven has drawn near.  Jesus came to Galilee preaching the good news.  Jesus was passing by the Sea of Galilee.  And Jesus saw Simon and Andrew.  There they were doing their jobs - fishermen.  The brothers were casting nets into the sea.  And Jesus finds them there.  Jesus makes contact with Simon and Andrew in the course of their everyday lives and says – “Come, follow me”.

God comes to us.  It is not our skill or ability.  It is not how hard we are searching for God.  God comes to us on his own initiative.  God makes contact with us in the stuff of everyday life.  Sacramentally in water and bread and wine.  Socially in face of those in need.   Intellectually and emotionally in the Word – spoken and written and lived in the community called the church.  The Kingdom of God has drawn near.  We do not search for the kingdom, we don’t scan the far off skies for signs of contact.  God comes to us.  The kingdom has drawn near.

Our natural sinful natures always want that contact with God to be something dramatic…a midnight vision, a radio signal from deep space, a near death experience or a life changing event.  We want to defend the majesty of the kingdom.  We want the glory of that contact.  And sometimes that is what God does.  A mount of transfiguration event happens every now and then, but God does something more miraculous most of the time.  God, the omnipotent creator of all, condescends to us.  He meets us where we are at.  While we are casting our nets into the sea.  While we are sitting in the boat with our brother carrying on Dad’s business, fixing the nets.  While we are teaching a lesson.  While we are delivering the mail, or watching the kids or working an equation or looking at the bottom line.  The Kingdom of God comes near and we see our calling in a new way.

Third point
Seeing that calling in a new way means recognizing that the drawing near of the kingdom, the contact with God, is not just a -  “Hi, how are you doing.”  “Fine.”  - conversation.  When the Holy draws near it changes us.  It changes our priorities.
Simon, Andrew, follow me and I’ll make you fishers of men.  They left their nets and followed him.
That contact, the call of God is to follow Jesus, to play your part in the mission of God to save sinners.  That mission takes people from all walks of life willing to go where Jesus leads.  Willing to have kingdom priorities.  
Sometimes those kingdom priorities are putting our skills to use.  Simon and Andrew were fishermen.  They knew what it took to catch fish.  Some skill – being able to read the lake, knowing the time.  Some patience – some days would be better than others.  Some preparation – keeping your nets mended and ready.  Having kingdom priorities, being fishers of men, also requires some skill, some patience and some preparation.  Allowing ourselves to be open enough to others to share our faith, recognizing the right time when the kingdom of God has drawn near, patience to wait for that right time and preparation on our part – knowing our story, being in prayer, being open to following Jesus even if it might be to Nineveh.

Sometimes those kingdom priorities mean taking a risk.  We are used to thinking of the disciples as fishermen, but even within the fishermen subset, there were amazing differences.   Peter and Andrew were fishermen.  But the terse Mark gives us a larger view of James and John.  They were with their father in his boat.  And they left him with the hired men.  Unlike Peter and Andrew, James and John were not day laborers.  This was Zebedee and Sons, Inc.  James and John had a good life in store.  They also understood the risk of an entrepreneurial venture.  This kingdom, this call, was worth the risk.  They left their father in the boat with the hired men.  Putting ourselves in the place to share our faith often means risk.  

Jesus ate with sinners and tax collectors, to the scorn of the “good people” of the day - a risk.  Jesus left the glory of heaven for 1st century Palestine and our cross - a risk.  Jesus left the mission to a motley crew of fishermen and tax collectors - a huge risk. Yes, they were empowered with the Holy Spirit, but still a small and far from proven group.  One of 12 had betrayed him.  The leader of the group denied him and ran off.  Kingdom priorities can mean taking risks.  Jesus did this to incarnate God to us.  A risk we are called to is incarnating Jesus to others.  It means leaving our comfort of a personal Jesus or a private faith.  It means being open and vulnerable to letting people in and sharing that faith.  It often means rejection.  The gospel separates people as it joins us to God.  Not everyone accepts the call.  Not everyone accepted Jesus’ call. But that is the point of the contact, to share the salvation accomplished by Jesus for sinners.  That is a risk, but one with eternal consequences.  

Those risks and skills and preparation also lead to eternal success and glory.  Sometimes, the time has been fulfilled and the kingdom has drawn near.  We have been lead into the risk and done the preparation.  And the call is answered miraculously.  And immediately they left their nets and followed Jesus.  
May you find your joy in you call to follow Jesus and being fishers of men.  Amen.

