Text: Luke 1:26-38

Exegetical Point: With God absolutely nothing is impossible

Focus Statement: God’s is in the calling business

Function Statement: That my listeners might say with Mary – may it be so.

Introduction

There are some texts of scripture which have so many threads in them they are like a richly woven and brocaded altar cloth.  Picking just one thread to tug on leaves the preacher and sometimes the hearer sitting saying but I can’t leave this out or well, that is not what I see in that.  The kids have presented the Christmas story, and we will have more of that story on Wednesday, but today is actually the 4th Sunday of Advent.  And the text for today comes straight from a first time mother’s heart.  The big long scary name is The annunciation – the announcement.  And just like the clothes that renesaince painters always put Mary in, this story is so richly woven, it is hard to know where to begin.  So, let’s just start at the beginning.
Text

The angel Gabriel was sent from God to Nazareth in Galilee, to a virgin who was engaged to Joseph who was a descendent of David.  This virgin was named Mary.  And Gabriel said to Mary, “Rejoice, because you are favored, the Lord is with you.”
And the ancients were not stupid.  We moderns tend to think there was some great divide between Bible people and us with that divide usually being place about 30 years before we were born.  Our parents of course were born and grew up on the dim side of the line, so they are just not as comfortable in the modern world, but we grew up knowing more.  But Mary’s answer to the angel captures what might be a modern sensitivity.  At the report, Mary was perplexed and was pondering what kind of greeting this might be.

It might be reading a little more into that line than is really there, but perplexed and pondering would seem to be code words for – Uh, oh.  This kind of stuff just doesn’t happen.  Especially to good young peasant girls like me.  Angels and announcements and favor and rejoicing – Gabriel, I think you might have the wrong address.  Don’t you mean to go see the high priest’s daughter or the king’s daughter.  Maybe you mean to talk to someone who is a little older or someone who is a little smarter.
And Gabriel, catching the perplexed expression on Mary’s face says – Mary, don’t be afraid, I’ve got the right place, you Mary have found grace with God.  And look – this is what I was sent to tell you – you will conceive in the womb and bear a son and you will call his name Jesus…And this Jesus, the son you will bear and name, will be great and he will be called the son of the most high…And the LORD GOD will give him the throne of David his father…And he will reign forever.

 But Mary was still perplexed.  Gabriel, that’s great, but How will this be?  And Luke like most of the Bible puts it kindly – How will this be since I do not know a man?  Mary wasn’t stupid.  She knew how babies were made.  Is it too much of a stretch to see a young woman about to married thinking – no, this is not a good idea.  Nobody will understand.  I won’t fit in the wedding dress I’ve been sewing.  What am I going to say to Joseph.  Maybe this Gabriel can give me some more good news – like this won’t happen for a while, like after the wedding.
Sorry Mary that is not God’s plan.  The Holy Spirit will come upon you and the power of the most high will overshadow you – that way the one who is born will be called the Son of God.  And Mary – look – I’ll give you a sign.  Elizabeth, your older relative, the one everyone thought was barren – she is in her 6th month of pregnancy.  Absolutely nothing is impossible with God.
And the miracle happens.  Mary’s face of perplexity leaves.  The objections and the questions and the doubts leave.  Mary answers to Gabriel.  Look (important stuff to follow), look – I am the slave of the Lord.  May it be to me as you have said.

Application

Martin Luther was a devoted Marian.  To Lutherans today, especially those who defined themselves more as not-Roman Catholic, Luther’s devotion to Mary can be a little off-putting.  But Luther said there were really two miracles that happened here.  The lesser of those miracles was the virgin conception.  What he essentially said was it is a miracle, but really, how hard is it for the maker of the entire cosmos to make a baby in the womb of a woman.  The greater miracle is Mary’s answer.  Look – I am the slave of the Lord.  May it be to me as you have said.  Mary said yes to the calling of God.  God had a roll, a vocation, a calling for Mary.  It happened to be a high one, the theotokos, the God bearer, but still a vocation.  And she could have said, Gabriel – I don’t think this is going to work.  I’m not the right person.  She could have been like Moses, but I stammer Lord – take someone else.  Or like Isaiah – How long do you want me to preach to make your people stupid – I said take me before I knew what the job was.  Or like Jeremiah constantly complaining about being the slave of God – Oh Lord, you tricked me, he said.  Or possibly even like old Jonah – Nineveh, no way, I’m going as far the other way as possible – Tarshish.  But Mary answers – I am the slave of the Lord.
And the thread I want to pull out of this today is that calling people is the business that God is in.  That is how God changes the world.  Each and every one of us here has a calling.  God is calling us to be and to do something.  And none of those callings is unimportant.  It is through those callings that God works in us and in the world.
The way we perceive those callings is varied.  Some of them are elaborate and strange.  I had a dream one night…  Some of them are tortured and twisted.  Hello, my name is John, and I’m an addict…  Some of them are logical and orderly.  I studied some of this and some of that, I job shadowed Mr. Jones, and it was just the best fit…  But the sure thing is that God has something for each and every one of us.  He has laid out good works for us to do in advance.

We can refuse to walk in those works.  We can deny those callings.  We can turn away from that purpose God has for us.  We can let all of those worries and perplexities get in the way.  But Lord, I’m too young or too old, I’m not rich enough, I don’t have the proper training, I’m not even a regular church attendee.  God you’ve got the wrong person.  Maybe you mean to go down the street to see Mary.  God, I’m not perfect.
And that is when you should stop.  Right there, but God, I’m not perfect, I’m going to fail.  This task is too big for me.  That right there is the admission of when you stop, and when what God does through you starts.  When we are weak, God is strong.  Or as Gabriel says to Mary – “absolutely nothing is impossible with God.”  If we try to take a calling, if we pick up our vocation without God, if we try and walk in those good works laid out in advance under our own power – we are right.  We will fail, and we do fail.  We are sinful humans.  But that is not where God left it.

Mary conceived in her womb a son that she named Jesus.  And he is sitting right now on the throne of his father David at the right hand of God.  That holy one defeated sin and death and the devil and all those scary things that oppose us and cause us to fear that path.  Jesus blazed the path for us.  It is still a narrow path, but it leads to eternal life.

And that is where we are at.  What is God calling you to do?  What is God calling you to be?  Can you hear his voice?  There is something for each and every one.  The hanging question isn’t really what does God want me to do?  The hanging question is our answer.  Is that path too scary?  Is that call too strange, or are we affronted by the smallness of that call?  Is our answer sorry God, you’ve got the wrong person for this one?  Or do we maintain a devotion to Mary’s answer.  Look – things don’t always make sense, but I am the slave of the Lord.  May it be to be according to your Word.  Ok God, let’s do it.
May you hear the Lord’s call and imitate his mother’s answer.  May it be to me according to your word.  Amen.

