Text: Psalm 110:1, Isaiah 9:7, Psalm 132:11
Focus Statement: God’s Reign is not to be feared
Function Statement: That my hearers would not find Kingship statements as “oogedy-boodedy”

Type: Lowry Loop
One of the constant promises of the OT is the everlasting reign, a cosmic kingdom.  Psalm 110:1 – The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit in the place of honor at my right hand until I humble your enemies, making them a footstool under your feet.”  Isaiah 9:7 – “His government and its peace will never end.  He will rule with fairness and justice from the throne of his ancestor David for all eternity.  The passionate commitment of the LORD of Heaven’s Armies will make this happen!”  Psalm 132:11 – “The LORD swore an oath to David with a promise he will never take back: ‘I will place one of your descendants on your throne.’”  In an age of democracies, where the remaining king like figures are dictators – from the least oppressive in China to the most oppressive in North Korea – it would seem that the image of a cosmic kingdom would have its problems.  Christopher Hitchens, the journalist, intellectual gad-fly and perennial sharpest kid in the room goes right after that kingdom.

“God is… a celestial dictator….[who] continue(s) to judge us and persecute us and supervise us even after we are dead.” 
Or maybe deeper at the problem of this promise Hitch says, “This unalterable and eternal despot is the origin of totalitarianism and represents the first cringing human attempt to refer all difficult questions to the smoking and forbidding altar of Big Brother.”

Oh my, do we believers have a problem?  This is after all a fundamental part of our belief – He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.  Is Hitchens essentially right?  Modernity has discovered something better and the old thing looks bad in comparison?
Let’s look at what Hitchens ascribes to his celestial dictator and his comparison points.  In Hitchens’ world, the cosmic despot judges.  True enough.  In the Biblical view, Christ is the Judge.  But I wonder what lies behind the inclusion of judge in his list.  Even in democracies we have judges.  In fact we have lots of judges.  And many of those judges are not even elected democratically.  They get to wear the fancy black robes.  The prior highest of the high, the US Chief Justice even added stripes to his robes.  Just so that we all knew in photos of those 9 that He was the highest.  Hitch’s quote continues to say that God persecutes us and supervises us even after we are dead.  Now we are getting somewhere I think.  My three year old has a funny habit.  I’ll hear a rustling in the kitchen or more likely a quiet coming from the basement.  And I’ll call out, David, Where are you?  What are you doing?  And, I love the honesty of his age, my 5 year old has already learned to shade her answers, but the 3 year old, will answer – “Don’t look at me,” or “Don’t ask me that.”  The three year old, after grabbing for that forbidden apple, hides in the garden afraid of what comes next.  Afraid of a Father that loves him dearly.
Christopher Hitchens’ problem with the cosmic dictator goes right back to the garden.  It goes right to Luther’s explanation of the first commandment.  We should fear, love and trust in God above all things.  Fear we get.  The celestial despot does persecute and supervise.  And we rightly fear that.  Because we are sinful beings.  We want to do our own thing.  We want to be like God.  Any rules or judgments against those desires are persecution or supervision that follows us even past the grave.  In fact that is where that fear drives us.  It drives us to the grave.  
And we see it play out in our sin drenched world all the time.  Our Judges give us rulings like Dred Scott or Roe v. Wade.  Our elected representatives play financial games – robbing Peter to pay Paul – instead of telling the truth about the situation.  They too fear a judge – the populace at the ballot box.  Our enlightened republic of laws and elections still bails out millionaires while the orphan gets passed around from home to home and the widow turns the heat down and puts on another shall because the purse her husband left her is half the size it was and the alien in our midst gets the bum’s rush.   Churchill was right – “democracy is the worst form of government – except for all the others.”  But the problem lies not in the form of the government, but the hearts of the people.  We rule out of fear.  Our sin and our fear blind us.  We don’t choose between right and wrong, but between not-so-bad and worse.  Such is life east of eden.

But God does not leave our government east of eden.   An everlasting King has been crowned.  This king rules in fairness and justice.   This King’s choices are not between not-so-bad and worse, but dividing good from evil.  This King’s desires are peace – his subjects will beat their swords into ploughshares and not train for war anymore.  This king rules with wisdom.  But most importantly, this King knows what it is like to be at the bottom of the ladder – to be one of us.  From Isaiah 52 – “Many were amazed when they saw him.  His face was so disfigured he seemed hardly human, and from his appearance, one would scarcely know he was a man.”  While we were still lost east of eden, God became one of us.  That peasant baby Jesus, born in a stall for animals.  Unlike any of the Kings of Israel or the Kings of men or even the great King David, this King completely fulfilled the will of God the Father.  And that will first meant a humbling unlike human kings on the cross.  And that will meant a hiddeness unlike the ostentatious show of human power – His Reign is not of this world but of the Spirit and your hearts.
Fear, like Hitchens’ of the cosmic dictator is the proper cringing first response of man.  Fear is the beginning of wisdom.  But is it far from the final answer.  We should fear, but more importantly love and trust God above all things.  God showed us his great love for us in that first advent.  Stripping himself of all the joys and privileges of heaven, stripping himself of the throne, he came among us.  He knew our fear and knew where we were at, and met us in that place.  And said let me show you how much I love you – on that cross.  In that love shown in God who comes to us first while we still hid, we can love him back.  
And in that love, we trust His plan for His kingdom and our lives.  The full revelation is hidden right now.  In advent we wait… we long for the final revelation…we long for that fear to be banished as part of our response.  But we are firmly grounded in love.  A cosmic dictator that gave it all up for a cross is someone to trust.  Our fear and sin bound examples are pale shadows of the coming Kingdom.  A kingdom of fairness and justice.  A kingdom where the King takes His place in the midst of his people.  God proved his love.  Trust that love and those promises.

