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“What is Contemporary worship?”

Ask a dozen Lutherans; you’ll probably get 13 opinions:

“Electric Guitars!”

“No organ?”

“Casual. Skip the robes.”

“Hymns from the 20th Century, & more recent.”

“What about drums?”

“There has to be a praise band!”

“No ‘thees’ or ‘thous’.”

“Can we have folk songs?’

“No slow music.”

“Friendly, not formal, no canned prayers!”

“I think we need to have teens involved.”

“Uplifting, yet worshipful?”

“I’m not sure, but it needs to be thrilling.”

St. Mark has been wrestling with just how to implement a true desire to have a modern worship service. We have tried updating creeds, prayers and other liturgical language; we’ve also worked with creating a relaxed, family-friendly structure, including some of the above ideas. 

 
Now, we have another opportunity to see and adapt a style from outside the “Lutheran” background, with an experienced local leader joining us on Nov. 15th. Bring a friend, or two! Encourage teens who may consider liturgical worship too geeky or square. Let’s explore this option to extend the Gospel into the 21st Century!

By Dennis Hein
UPDATE FROM OUR FINANCIAL SECRETARY: 

2007 Year to date (Jan-Oct) 

Offerings: $76,956.          

2008 Year to date (Jan-Oct)
Offerings:  $71,177.           

$2,000 per week is the amount needed to cover the Church expenses.  From January through October is 43 weeks.  If $2,000 per week is collected, it would be a total of $86,000.  Our current offerings are $71,177, or $14,823 short from where we should be to maintain.

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS

Sharon Appleby is accepting requests at sappleby1@rochester.rr.com or 334-7111.
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PASTOR”S CORNER
Serving Our Neighbor – Congregational Babysitting Day
Elsewhere in this newsletter Dennis Hein has tackled “contemporary worship” in a very wise manner.  Ultimately that phrase “contemporary worship” means something at the core of our week that connects with our lives.  Many of us grew up in the church and that thing that connects with our lives is contained in the liturgy be it the creed, a confession or a 16th century German tune.  Many have grown up outside the church and what connects looks different.  What the church is called to do is connect with the life of the world – to be the light or to be the salt.
But the point of this note is not to do what Dennis has done well, rather to uphold a different opportunity to connect with the world.  Between Thanksgiving and Christmas, one of the great mass hysterias of modern times happens – we all go shopping for that perfect present.  Even in difficult financial times, whether religious or not, we get trees and wreaths and doo-dads and gifts.  In tough times that perfect present might be more important because the quantity of the haul is decreased.  That hysteria combined with the number of families with both parents working has created a gap – an opportunity for serving our neighbor.  It may seem silly – a church supporting consumerism.  It may seem unnecessary – that is what families are for.  Or it may seem unfair – no one ever did that for me.  But offering a few free hours of babysitting – the time for a single mom or a mom and dad together to look for that perfect gift – connects with the life of the world we live in.  A world of single parent families and families living coasts apart and people trying to make up for time with presents.

In the middle of that hysteria we can do what the church does in all times and places – offer a word of peace to our neighbor.  Let me watch your kid for a couple of hours.  You go and take care of what you need to find.  God works in strange ways, but maybe those two hours peace provided by a stranger in the name of Jesus ends up being what they need to find.

Please consider donating a couple of hours of your time on Dec 6th to babysit - to be salt and light and to connect the love of Jesus with the world around us.  I know that signing up early is not the easy thing to do, but for St. Mark to publicize a free baby-sitting day we need to know we have the time covered.  

COMMUNITY LUTHERAN THANKSGIVING  

Community Lutheran Ministries, also known as ‘Maggie’s Mission’, at 942 Joseph Ave in Rochester is hosting their annual Thanksgiving Dinner on Saturday, November 22nd.  As in past years they are requesting our help in the purchase of food and labor.  We are still in need of someone to provide a 20+ pound cooked turkey, 3 boxes of prepared stuffing, 2 15oz cans of corn, 2 dz rolls, 3 cans of cranberry jelly, 1 cake, 3 dozen cookies, and 1 pie (not cream).  Please sign-up on the bulletin board or contact the office with your generous offer.

VISITATIONS

If you would like to ensure that someone member or not receives a pastoral visit please contact the office with the name and location.  
PIE SALE  

The Southwest Habitat Coalition is partnering with area churches again this year to raise funds for Habitat for Humanity’s building projects in Rochester.  Our neighbors at the West Henrietta Baptist Church have asked St. Mark’s Congregation if they would like to purchase pies from this fundraiser.  The pies weigh approximately 4.5 lbs and are being provided by Kelly’s Farm Market in Hilton.  There are four varieties to choose from:  Apple Crumb, Apple Raspberry, Apple Cranberry, and Pumpkin.  The pies are selling for $14.00 each and will be individually boxed.  Orders, with payment, must be in by Sunday, November 16th and the pies will be available for pick-up on Tuesday, November 25th.  Order forms can be found on the bulletin board.
ATTENDANCE FIGURES
The initial work on compiling membership information has been completed.  You have been seeing for a few weeks the birthdays and anniversaries.  One of the things that this work has done is allowed for more complete and descriptive attendance pictures.  This work comes with three caveats: 1) Some people were sneaky about sharing their birth year.  Those shy people (unless I could get that info from some other source) have not been included in the age calculations.  2) Some people do not sign the attendance slips.  If you do not note your attendance you are relying on my bad memory to check your name off.  I do my best, but I'm sure that adds an element of error.  3) The active congregation includes people who filled out my form with their picture or that I've recorded as attending in the last three months.  There is a larger list of names, but active congregation is a working definition.

With two months of data collected - the average weekend attendance in September was 42 and in Oct it was 58.  I'm not sure if that is significant or not without the immediate prior year to compare against, but it is positive.  I've also analyzed the age make-up of the active congregation, the attending congregation and the US population by quartile.  What that means is 25% of the group is at or under the 1st quartile age.  The next 25% of people are between the 1st and the 2nd or median age, and so on.  When I look at this, I see two things.  The first is a typical pattern where the active congregation is slightly older than the US population and the attending population is again older than the larger active.  That is not atypical.  The second thing I see is the difference from September to October in quartiles.  A nursery is a meaningful offering and already in October we see the results.

Two wider comments: 1) Numbers are far from everything.  If you tell people what they want to hear, you would be amazed at the numbers.  But, numbers do help make general impressions more concrete reality.  2) Somebody is keeping track in an intentional way.  If you fall into the group that does not sign the attendance register, please know that the request is not meaningless busywork.  It helps the ministry.  
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	42
	58

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Age Quartiles
	
	
	
	
	

	1st
	
	16
	19
	41
	31

	2nd - median
	
	36
	45
	61
	57

	3rd
	
	54
	66
	75
	73


RHAFT
A reminder that food collections for RHAFT are ongoing.  If you would like to contribute to the Rush-Henrietta Food Pantry, a new box is located in the narthex for non-perishable items.  These could include cereals, canned goods (protein items are always in need), flour, and sugar, cooking oil, hygiene products (i.e. soaps, shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste & toothbrushes, feminine products) pet and cleaning products.  RHAFT can only accept food items that have not passed the expiration date.

Operation Christmas Child - Collection 11/17
The Sunday School is taking part in Operation Christmas Child.  The goal of the program is to deliver a shoe box of presents to children in desperate situations.  Choose small gifts for a boy or girl and fill a shoebox with Christmas gifts and $7 and bring them in to the church.  The Sunday School will be collecting and delivering to Hope Lutheran (the local coordination point) on Nov 17th.  The Boy/Girl labels for the boxes are available on the Sunday School bulletin board.  A flyer will be in the bulletins over the next couple of weekends.  Any other questions please contact Nancy Connorton.

ST. MARK FAMILY NEWS 

Happy Birthday to:

· Michelle Stevens 11/14

· Tom Gottschalk 11/17

· Amanda Flotteron 11/23

· Mark Brown 11/27

· Brian Beeman 11/28

Wedding Anniversary Congratulations to:

· Helen and Charles Ely 11/11.

Hats off to:

Mallory Morrell who “added to her fine season for the Rush-Henrietta swimming and diving team in the Lady Royal Comets final home meet against Fairport.”  Mallory set pool records and won the 50 freestyle in a pool record 23.67 seconds and was a member of the first place 200 free relay which won in 1:41.38.  

(reported in Rush-Henrietta Post Oct. 23, 2008)

Thank you to:

· Frank Kelsey, Tom Campbell and Jerry Gardner for setting the, relatively speaking, new Preschool sign in cement and the beautiful gardening work done around both signs.

· the Congregation for their generosity and support of the Preschool.
from Allen & Nancy Bauchle.

MEN’S CLUB/WOMEN’S GROUP

The Men’s Club started off the Fall Season in style with a very successful Beef on Weck Dinner.  With the help of the Congregation and Preschool Families the dinner cleared over $1000.00 in profits.  The Men will be meeting again on Monday, November 10th and joining the Women in December to decorate St. Mark’s Christmas trees.  In their October meeting, the Women’s Group was busy making plans for future events at St. Mark.  At the November meeting (Monday, Nov. 3rd) the women will be making ‘Prayer Favors” for the Community Lutheran Thanksgiving and plans will get underway to adopt a RHAFT family for the Christmas holiday.
IN TOUCH WITH OUR COLLEGE KIDS
Below is a list of some colleges and universities in the Northeast with contact information for their spiritual leaders.
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