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PASTOR’S CORNER

“Milk & Meat”
James 1:22 – Do not merely listen to the Word, and so deceive yourselves.  Do what it says.

Luther didn’t much like James.  He called it an epistle of straw.  In the battles of his day, what was at stake within the church was the gospel, God’s free gift of salvation.  The church of the day made pious practices such as pilgrimages and confession into laws.  You had to do them to receive grace.  It made grace dependent upon our works.  In that way the Gospel was lost.  Salvation is not about you and your works.  It is about Christ and his work for you.

But, we Lutherans often stop reading there.  We read Ephesians 2:8-9, but we don’t read verse 10.  We dismiss James, or ignore the third use of the law as a guide for our lives as Christians – the law as the expression of the way God desires us to live.  Peter and Paul and the writer of Hebrews all use the terms milk and meat.  1 Pet 2:2-3 says: “Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation.”   Milk is a good and necessary thing, for a time.  Babies need to be fed and fed something that they can digest.  But staying on milk is not healthy.  Paul upbraids the Corinthians in 1 Cor 3:1-3, “I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for it,” and Hebrews 5: 11 - 13 says, “by this time you should be teachers, yet you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God’s word all over again.  You need milk, not solid food.”  The Christian needs to grow beyond being fed milk.  The Christian needs to be able to feed themselves the solid food, the meat of the Word, and eventually teach others, to grow up in your salvation.

That feeding yourself looks like James. Don’t just listen to the Word.  Do it.  That feeding yourself means taking the responsibility to put yourself in the position to hear the Word.  It means the difference between intellectual assent and living the faith.  It means walking in the good works God has prepared for us to do.  At the mature end of faith, paradoxically that feeding yourself means turning your gaze away from yourself and toward your neighbor.  Work out your salvation with fear and trembling says Paul of all people in Phil 2:12.  He sounds a lot like James there.  

Take stock of what you are eating.  Is your spiritual condition such that you need milk?  If so where is that milk available and who will feed it to you?  Find that person.  It is important.  If by this time you are more mature in the faith, what piece of meat have you had recently?  What intentional practices and actions do you follow?  How have you served your neighbor?  To whom have you been a teacher of the faith - so that by it you (and they) may grow up in your salvation? Take 15 minutes to be intentional about the doings of the faith and the actions God has prepared in advance for you to do.

    God's blessings on your discipleship journey.  - Mark 
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THOUGHTS FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT
I can’t believe the summer has come and gone.  With the end of summer comes Rally day, the start of Sunday School, and the start of the regular school year.   This is an opportunity for change and reevaluation.  We still need a teacher for 7th and 8th grade Sunday school, groups for bible study, members of the choir, and soon it will be time to elect a New Church Council.  If you are now serving, do you want to continue and if you are not now serving is there an office or role that you would be interested in?  

Another function that we need to keep in mind is the call committee.     Vicar Brown would be the first candidate to be considered.  He is here at the end of his seminary studies and at the end of the year is eligible to ordain as a Pastor, with the possibility of staying on here at St Marks as our full time Pastor.  

On another note, I highly recommend reading Vicar Brown’s biblical commentary on the church website.  I sit down once or twice a week and read the passages and commentary – great bible study for my schedule that allows me time at the computer when I am done with work for the day.  Check it out at http://www.saintmarkslutheran.org/

Yours in Christ, Jon Lundberg

VISITATIONS

If you would like to ensure that someone member or not receives a pastoral visit please contact the office with the name and location.  
CONFIRMATION
Over the course of the last 6 weeks we have been asking and poling for 6th, 7th and 8th graders who have not been confirmed.  Two 6th graders were identified.  

The Lutheran understanding of confirmation is not a sacrament but an orderly human institution.  It provides the time for a child strictly under the faith of their parent’s house to pray and study and either make that confession their own or to break from their parent’s faith after instruction.  Sociologists, and parents who have gone through it, know that the age when a child starts making things their own and no longer just accepting their parents views is in the early teen years.  The traditional wisdom of the American Lutheran tradition has placed confirmation after two years of instruction in 7th and 8th grade.  Child development models, received wisdom and the goal of confirmation all point at 8th grade.

Sixth grade is early, and given the small number in that cohort, the discussion with the elders at the September meeting led to the decision to hold off on confirmation instruction for a year.  It tears at my heart to make this decision, but prayerful patience seems like the appropriate response.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

As this is written, Rally Day is this coming Sunday.  St. Mark’s has identified teachers for 3 age groupings for the fall quarter.  For this we give thanksgiving and pray for their ministry in the coming quarter that God would bless their efforts.  

Pending the volunteering for this ministry of a teacher for 7th – 8th grade, that class will be canceled.  This is a great sadness.  The final words of Jesus in Matthew, the gospel we have been reading this year, are to, “go and make disciples of all nations…teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.”  It is the responsibility of the more mature in the faith to instruct those less mature.  We are our brother’s keeper in this regard.  The status of the 7th -8th grade offering will be week to week pending response by St. Mark’s.  If you are interested in this rewarding ministry but unsure of the commitments or ability please give Vicar Brown a call to discuss.

The current slate of teachers for the three age groupings has volunteered for the fall quarter.  There are still the winter and spring quarters of this year which volunteers are needed for.  The sign will remain in the Narthex and if you are interested in this rewarding ministry but unsure of the commitments please give Vicar Brown a call to discuss.  

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS

Sharon Appleby is accepting requests at sappleby1@rochester.rr.com or 334-7111.
BIBLE STUDY

The current slate of Bible Study offerings are:

· Sunday Morning @ 11 AM after worship during the Sunday School hour, the topic rotates about every 4 weeks

· Thursday Evening @ 7 PM where we devotionally read through the readings assigned for the following week

· Thursday Morning @ 11 AM starts 9/11 with the topic to be decided by the group

EVANGELISM

In the coming month the evangelism team swings into full gear.  Initial post cards have been designed and are being sent to a direct mail list of new residents.  A “cup-of-welcome” has been created including a new brochure for the St. Mark community.  Starting September 14th, 7 members have agreed to take Sunday afternoon starting around 1 PM to canvass the lists, deliver the cup-of-welcome, and provide the opportunity to share our faith with people in the area.  The lists typically contain 20 – 30 names, so we will be calling on 5 – 7 homes a week.  Please pray for God to bless our efforts, and to increase this ministry.  If you are interested in joining this effort please contact Loretta Engelhardt.  

WEBSITE/ON-DEMAND – as our President commented in his note, the website, www.saintmarkslutheran.org, is the host of ongoing commentary.  This has its origins in the reflections of my personal study.  One can lurk by just reading in a spare moment.  One can also comment on the site if questions or insights arise.  If you have a topic that you would like to see covered or a time/location that might be better, please contact Vicar Brown and we can work out a new schedule, location or method.

AUTUMN CRAFT SHOW

The Pieters Family Life Center is sponsoring an Autumn Craft Show on September 19th & 20th from 10:00am to 4:00pm.  Please stop in to see our very own Helen Ely who will be selling her quality pet products.  The Center is located at 1025 Commons Way which is at the corner of East Henrietta and Castle Road.

BEEF ON WECK

The 2008 Annual Beef on Weck dinner will be held on Saturday, October 4th.  Tickets are $6.00 and will soon be available after Service or by stopping in the office on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  The Men’s Club asks that you post a sign at your place of employment or at local businesses that you frequent.  All are encouraged to sell tickets.  The success of this venture rest with all of us.  As in past years our help is also needed in supplying various grocery items; a sign will be posted in the St. Mark Family area of the bulletin board in the very near future.

EDUCATION BEGINS WITH PRESCHOOL AT ST MARK

St. Mark’s Preschool begins its 40th year of preparing our young for the ways of the world and the ways of the Lord.  Thursday, September 4th at 7pm is the Parent’s informational meeting.  An open house for the children attending the Preschool will follow on Friday, September 5th from 9am to 11:30am.  Classes begin on September 8th for the 3 year old class and September 10th for the 4 year old class.

VENDOR FAIR AND SILENT AUCTION

Last year St. Mark’s Preschool Committee, with your help, put on a very successful fundraiser.  Plans are now under way for the second annual Vendor Fair and Silent Auction that is taking place on Saturday, November 1st from Noon to 5:30pm.  St. Mark’s Congregation was very generous with your donations and we are once again asking for your help.  Please check your closets and cupboards for items to donate.  Gift certificates are always welcome and a great way to advertise your business or a favorite place to do business.  We are also looking for Direct Sale and/or craft vendors.  Please contact Mindy, in the office, if you have a donation or would like to reserve a table.
MEN’S CLUB/WOMEN’S GROUP

Now that the school year has begun it is time for the Men’s Club and Women’s Group to resume their monthly meetings.  The Women’s Group will have their first meeting on Monday, October 6th with an agenda yet to be determined. The Men will meet at St. Mark on Monday, September 8th at 6pm  
RHAFT:  A reminder that food collections for RHAFT are ongoing.  If you would like to contribute to the Rush-Henrietta Food Pantry, a new box is located in the narthex for non-perishable items.  These could include cereals, canned goods (protein items are always in need), flour, and sugar, cooking oil, hygiene products (i.e. soaps, shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste & toothbrushes, feminine products) pet and cleaning products.  RHAFT can only accept food items that have not passed the expiration date.

ST. MARK FAMILY NEWS

Prayers are needed for:

· Lois Siebert who is recuperating at Penfield Place Nursing Home, 1700 Penfield Road

Congratulations to:

· Dennis and Karen Hein who celebrated their wedding nuptials on August 16 in the presence of friends and family at Good Shepherd Church.  The celebration continued with 110 guests joining them at the beautiful Carousel Country Celebrations on Conesus Lake.

· Dee Dee and Wayne Warriner who celebrated their 38th wedding anniversary on August 22. (married at Grace Lutheran Church, Washington DC by the Rev. Victor Murtland, 

Happy Birthday to:

· Charles Gruschow – 80th Birthday Sept. 1st
· Dee Dee Warriner – September 12

· Erin Connorton – 10 yrs old on Sept. 12

· Briana Montanaro – ‘Sweet 16’ on Sept. 18

· Liz Waring - September 23rd
Hats off to:  
· Liz Waring who is again worshipping at St. Mark after an absence.
· Guy and Martha Johnson who have returned from their year long sabbatical in Washington State.

· Wayne and Dee Dee Warriner who are vacationing in Ocean City, Maryland and celebrating the 50th anniversary of Dee Dee’s first time there.  Ocean City was a favorite vacation spot for Dee Dee’s family and now the Warriner family for the past 38 years.
New Address:
· Dennis Hein is now residing at 54 River Meadow Drive, Rochester, NY 14623
Returning to school:

· Patrick McDonald is starting Kindergarten

· Erin Bennett will be starting her senior year at Robert's Wesleyan College this Monday (9/1) and will be living on campus this year. She is majoring in English and hopes to find a job in book publishing when she graduates in May.

· Kyle Bennett is attending the California University of Pennsylvania (about a half hour south of Pittsburgh) as a freshman and he is majoring in Professional Golf Management. He hopes to teach golf in the future.

· Alexandra (Ali) Holmes is a freshman at D'Youville College. Her new address is:
     Alexandra Holmes
     505 Prospect Avenue, Room 1004
     Buffalo, NY 14201
· Neil Campbell has moved to Buffalo with his bride Helen, where she has begun working as a nurse, and Neil begins law school at University of Buffalo.
· Corinne Bennett returned for her senior year as a Music Education major to the Crane School of Music at SUNY Potsdam. She will be a student teacher in the spring.

· Jillian Bennett returned for her sophomore year as a Nursing student at the Decker School of Nursing at SUNY Binghamton.

Thank you to:

· Allen and Nancy Bauchle for the donation of a color printer/copier for St. Mark’s office.

· Loretta Engelhardt for the donation of a fax machine that doesn’t make the Secretary insane.

· all who shared their best wishes for our special day.  from Dennis and Karen Hein
· all who sent cards and said prayers for us and my family during my mom's illness and passing. She always enjoyed worshiping with us over the years when she would visit, and would ask about the church when I visited her.  from Dee Dee Warriner
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