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PASTOR’S ARTICLE

The lectionary this year is dedicated to Matthew's Gospel Narrative.  There is only one Gospel, one proclamation of Good News that Jesus Christ is your salvation from sin, but there are many witnesses to that one Gospel.  We call four instances of that proclamation gospels - Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  Each of those writers has a unique view.  Each was inspired by the Spirit using their own unique gifts to emphasize different themes.  Like any good story, each writer has a plot and characters.  The characters change and learn and grow as the plot comes to the conclusion.  One of Matthew's themes is discipleship.  What does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus?  How does one become a disciple?  What are the requirements, the sacrifices, and the joys?   Within Matthew, the disciples’ theme song might be 'The Monkeys".  Every time they come on the scene, you can hear the theme music "Hey, Hey we're the Monkeys..." lilting in the background.  Mayhem and high jinks follow.  Jesus teaches and exhorts and instructs and tests the disciples.  He also warns of the future and prays for them.  Matthew's gospel ends with the end of their instruction.  Jesus tells them, "Go and make disciples of all nations."  The students have become the teachers.  They have become like the householder bringing out treasure. 

Last month this space talked about identity - finding one's personal identity in Christ, finding a corporate identity as a church.  Another name for that is discipleship.  A core feature of any church worth the name is discipleship.  We get times to queue the Monkeys' theme music and times to just be silly, like VBS.  We are also given times more serious like an illness or injury.  As a church we are to make disciples in all of those times.  Sometimes we are the student, and sometimes we are the teacher.  A great promise of the gospel though is that The Teacher has not left us alone.  When the church is about discipleship we have the promise of Jesus given at the end of Matthew - I am with you always.  

Luther's summation of that life of discipleship was prayer, study and trial.  We come together in worship to pray and to receive the blessing of God.  We study the Word and teach the Word.  If you haven't yet, please consider joining us Sunday after worship or on Thursday evening or at VBS.  If you feel like it is a time to teach, consider becoming active in Sunday School which starts September 7th.  If you rather pray and study in song, the choir is restarting and will have a festival performance for Rally Day.  Consider taking part in the festival choir.  Finally, if it is a time of trial, don't hold it on yourself.  Let your minister and fellow Christians bear some of that burden and help you find the purpose in it.  The prayer chain is a simple and powerful example of shared trial.  The prayer of a righteous person has great power (James 5:16).  The church shares the work and the rewards, the joy and sorrow, the cross and the future glory. 

    God's blessings on your discipleship journey.  - Mark 
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THOUGHTS FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT
The summer seems to be flying along.  July saw the arrival of the Browns and hopefully they are getting settled in.  We also hosted the neighborhood churches for the Strawberry Social.  A big thank you to Loretta Engelhardt and all those who chipped in and helped to work on this great opportunity to fellowship with each other and our neighbors.

With the arrival of August comes Vacation Bible School.  This year we are combining with the Baptist Church to run VBS.  The older kids will meet across the street at the Baptist Church while the preschoolers and kindergarten kids will be in our building.  I am sure that there are still opportunities to sign your children up or to volunteer; also coming up will be the restart of Sunday School and plans for a September Church photo directory.  Details about both will follow.

Finally, it has been a year and a half since we had a full time pastor.  We need to take a moment and see if there is more that we can do to support the church.  Whether it is helping with VBS, Sunday School, or other programs, many hands make light work
Yours in Christ, Jon Lundberg

VISITATIONS

If you would like to ensure that someone member or not receives a pastoral visit please contact the office with the name and location.  
PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS

Sharon Appleby is accepting requests at sappleby1@rochester.rr.com or 334-7111.
SUNDAY SCHOOL

Rally day is September 7th.  Education Board meets Aug 12th at noon to move on the recommendation.  Between now and Aug 12th is the time for comment and alteration of the recommendation.  Additional information can be found in the letter that was mailed to each home the first week in August.  Please contact me at pastor@saintmarkslutheran.org with any concerns or questions or volunteers (the 1st – 3rd class usually goes fast).  You will see updates posted in the bulletin and on the web site during this time.  Council meeting is Aug 19th to finalize the Ed Board recommendation.  Prayerfully consider this proposal and taking an active role in this ministry.

FESTIVAL CHOIR
Rally day is September 7th.  We would like to make this Sunday a special festival Sunday.  This means adding some temporary voices to the choir.  If you would like to get a peek at choir without longer term commitments, please contact Dennis to be part of the choir for this day.

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
AUGUST
Bible study in August moves on from the Book of Concord to 'God & Mammon'  We will take four weeks to looks at what four distinct passages have to say about the Christian's use of money and the concept of vocation.  The texts will be:

· Aug 10: Luke 16:1-15  - Parable of the Unjust Manager and the source for the phrase God & Mammon (paralleled in Matt 6:24)

· Aug 17: Ecclesiastics 5:8-12 & Proverb 13:11 - A dip into wisdom literature and a surprisingly modern worldview for a 2800 yr old writing

· Aug 24:Luke 12:13 - 21 - Parable of the Rich Fool, just what does it mean being rich toward God?

· Aug 31: Matthew 20: 1- 16 - Parable of the Workers in the vineyard, what does the heavenly pay-day look like?

Please join us after worship on Sundays.

CONFIRMATION
If you have a child going into 6th, 7th or 8th grade this fall who has not been confirmed, please contact Vicar Brown (pastor@saintmarkslutheran.org).  We are building the list of names for this class and will be holding an organizational meeting shortly to discuss time, place and requirements.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY SPONSORED BY THRIVENT

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, who have contributed many hundreds of dollars to St. Mark’s causes over the years, is asking for our help to build a Habitat House.  They are teaming up with Flower City Habitat for Humanity to build a home at 43 Grape Street in the Josana neighborhood of Rochester.  The work day runs from 8:45am till about 3:30pm Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday.  A professional staff person works with each volunteer to train you for the day’s task, so no prior building skill is needed.  All tools and safety equipment are also provided.  All you need to do is be there in work clothes and sturdy shoes.  To volunteer, please call Frank Dutt at 671-2250.

NEW WEBSITE

www.saintmarkslutheran.org is St. Mark’s new website.  Being of an organic nature it has already grown and morphed a little.  Please catch the information and links about VBS on the site.  There are also now enough posts to get a flavor of what a blog is and what information appears there.  I hope that some of you have found the daily meditation helpful, if not, please take this as an invitation to visit and be in the Word.  The website has also grown an events calendar.  Mindy and Vicar are attempting to keep this as current as possible.  If we have missed something, or if you want to be sure to get it on the page, please contact the office.  The basic information on events, dates and times is now just a click away.  I’m sure that this site will continue to change to meet the needs of the congregation.  If you have any suggestions please drop me a note at pastor@saintmarkslutheran.org.  If after getting a glimpse of what it looks like you would like to be a voice on the site, please give me a call and we can give you a little tutorial and get you set up.

MEN’S CLUB & WOMEN’S GROUP

Happy summer!  I hope you are all enjoying the summer so far.  The Women’s Group had a wonderful start this past year and the Men’s Club enjoyed another well fed year. (  We hope to continue and grow in the coming year.  Neither group will be meeting in August, but have already started planning some events for the fall including the Beef on Weck Fund Raising Dinner and a class on flower pounding.  The Women’s Group will continue to meet on the first Monday of the month and the Men’s Club will stay with the second Monday of the month.  We are looking forward to another great year of service and community with the men and women of St. Mark. 

RHAFT:  A reminder that food collections for RHAFT are ongoing.  If you would like to contribute to the Rush-Henrietta Food Pantry, a new box is located in the narthex for non-perishable items.  These could include cereals, canned goods (protein items are always in need), flour, and sugar, cooking oil, hygiene products (i.e. soaps, shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste & toothbrushes, feminine products) pet and cleaning products.  RHAFT can only accept food items that have not passed the expiration date.

ST. MARK FAMILY NEWS

Congratulations to:

· Paul and Audrey Peterson who celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on July 5th with the whole family with a luncheon on the terrace of the Esperanza Mansion overlooking Keuka Lake.
Prayers are needed for:

· Jon Lundberg who is recuperating from knee surgery and to quote “would be happy to have visitors, I am coherent and stump around reasonably well.”

· Lois Siebert who is recuperating at Penfield Place Nursing Home, 1700 Penfield Road

Hats off to:  
· To Betty Princehorn who was well enough to attend Worship Service at St. Mark.
· Paul and Audrey Peterson who have joined the FISH/RHAFT team of volunteers.

Thank you:

· To everyone for your prayer support.  Catherine Eggers, Dee Dee's (Warriner) mother, passed peacefully Friday morning at 7 AM Pacific time.  Her funeral was held in Silver Spring, MD/Washington DC.

THEY WILL PLACE THEIR HANDS ON SICK PEOPLE



by John Schroeder
(taken from “The Lutheran Witness”)

As a Veterans Administration hospital chaplain from age 50 to 65, I grew in great respect for all working there, from diagnosticians to surgeons, from nurses and social workers to those in sanitation and maintenance. They did their best. So did I, but not always with the knowledge I should have had. God blesses preachers most!

I generally arrived at my basement office at 7:30 a.m. to assign other chaplains new patient cards before they arrived at eight. On a memorable Monday morning, Caroline—a staff secretary from another division—confronted me before I could unlock my door.

“Mr. Smith is going into surgery right now!”

“No one is scheduled on the surgical chart this morning.”

She pointed her finger toward the elevator door and shouted, “Run!”

I knew Caroline’s reputation from her volunteer work as the organizer of the hospital’s daily lunchtime “Fasting Prayer Session.” I ran. Breathless, I took the elevator up to the fourth floor and ran to the surgical suite.

“Mr. Smith?” I gasped.

A nurse pointed to a gurney being wheeled toward swinging doors. “Whatever you do, do fast!”

“I don’t know what’s wrong with him,” I thought as I caught up with the gurney and put my right hand on Mr. Smith’s forehead.

“Lord, make this the shortest operation of its kind on record, and give him a complete healing. Amen.” Mr. Smith was wheeled through the doors.

Immediately, I had second thoughts. “Why did I say a dumb prayer like that? Even in an emergency like this, God deserved a more sensible request.” With a heavy sigh, I returned to my office and assigned the other chaplains patients based on the new admission cards on my desk. God gave me a good day but no report on Mr. Smith’s emergency surgery.

When I arrived the next morning, the chief surgeon was standing by my office door, arms crossed in front of his chest. From a lecture by Tennessee Williams on the significance of body language I once attended, I knew that pose meant “stubborn obstinance.”

The surgeon’s first words were even more powerful than his stance. “What did you do to Mr. Smith before surgery yesterday?” he demanded.

I invited him into my office. I wanted to ensure privacy while he chewed me out.  As expected, he began loudly, “I’m a surgeon—a scientist who acts logically on all the data I receive. Mr. Smith came in as an outpatient on Wednesday, complaining of abdominal pain. The intern who examined him discovered a large abdominal mass. I ordered x-rays and determined that Mr. Smith had a suspicious tumor. I ordered a needle biopsy and the return data—aggressive, fast-moving cancer—demanded the earliest surgery possible, which was yesterday morning.”  He continued: “I had the intern’s report, the x-rays, and the needle biopsy. After you did whatever you did, I ordered an MRI to determine exactly where I would not cut. I’m a scientist. I act logically on all the evidence I have. When I opened him up, I found nothing. Absolutely nothing! What did you do?”

My reply was simply and honest. “I did nothing. God did everything. He answered the one-sentence prayer I gave out of my ignorance of the patient’s condition.”

“Well, I have to thank you for your prayer and thank God for His gracious answer,” the surgeon replied.

We shared a short prayer of thanks, shook hands, and the surgeon left. The next time I saw him was at one of Caroline’s “Fasting Prayer Sessions.” We both knew that prayers, no matter how simple or inarticulate, are heard by our heavenly Father.
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