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PASTOR’S ARTICLE

Who do you say that I am?

That was Jesus’ question to Peter.  It goes directly at identity and identity is something we all have to answer.  Who do we say we are?  Parents of teenagers are well aware of this fact as the teen attempts to build an identity separate from the one supplied by Mom and Dad.  It is a tricky time as it requires space to be given, but that space is not naked but protected space.  The first year of a new pastorate can be seen as a time of defining or discovering identity.  Who is this guy who has been parachuted into our midst?  Who are we as a congregation and what do we want to look like or become?  Do we accept the definition we settled on prior, or does that identity fit like clothes, as a freshman that you wore in 7th grade?  As Christians, we find the core of our identity in Christ.  In baptism we are made members of the body of Christ.  That is a corporate or composite image, which we as Americans are not used to or comfortable with.  You mean my identity depends upon some fuddy-duddy organization bound to break my heart?  Can’t it just be me and my personal Jesus?  I look forward to getting to know you individually, but also St. Mark corporately over this year.  I pray that our settling of identities is done in a protected space, Lord in your mercy.  I have a sure hope that the Lord we have been joined to in baptism is Lord of his church and the gates of hell will not prevail over it.  May the Lord bless us as we grow in finding our identity in Christ.

THOUGHTS FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT
June has now come and gone.  We saw a great turn out for the work day and got a great deal done around the church on a hot and sticky day. We continued to prepare for change and hopefully we will have a slowdown to the cycle of changes we have had.  Tom Campbell has come on board and solved our vacancy at Treasurer.  We have also bid farewell to Pastor DeSoto and wish him well in finding the right fit with a more permanent congregation.  Thank you to the the people that donated to give him a gift of $326.00 as a special thank you for his service to us

Vicar Brown is now on board and getting acclimated to the area.  Let us keep him and his family in our prayers as they prepare to lead us over the next year.

On a personal note, thank you to all the people that came by to visit or sent a card.  Recovering from a surgery can be a lonely process and I very much appreciate your prayers and thoughts.  
Yours in Christ, Jon Lundberg
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PARTING WORDS FROM PASTOR DESOTO

Malachi had a serious message to convey to God’s people.  Perhaps it is rightly placed as the last book of the Old Testament.  It was a time of sleepiness…like summer.  It was time to think of other things…relax.  It was a break in God’s Word, an inter-testamental period, but not a break in life.  The Maccabean period was one of great personal sacrifice on the part of many families.  Malachi was presented as a warning that the calm before the storm was immanent. 

In the sleepy times, it is easy to relax.  Relaxing is good, but complacency is deadly.  God asks that where He is concerned, there is never a time of relaxation.  Maybe we are so thankful to have the Gospel in our lives that we don’t perceive how seriously God takes our active relationship with Him.  Look at what He had Malachi tell the Priests. 

Malachi 1:6-10 (The Message)  "Isn't it true that a son honors his father and a worker his master? So if I'm your Father, where's the honor? If I'm your Master, where's the respect?" God-of-the-Angel-Armies is calling you on the carpet: "You priests despise me!”You say, 'Not so! How do we despise you?' "By your shoddy, sloppy, defiling worship.”You ask, 'What do you mean, "defiling"? What's defiling about it?' "When you say, 'The altar of God is not important anymore; worship of God is no longer a priority,' that's defiling. And when you offer worthless animals for sacrifices in worship, animals that you're trying to get rid of—blind and sick and crippled animals—isn't that defiling? Try a trick like that with your banker or your senator—how far do you think it will get you?" God-of-the-Angel-Armies asks you. "Get on your knees and pray that I will be gracious to you. You priests have gotten everyone in trouble. With this kind of conduct, do you think I'll pay attention to you?" God-of-the-Angel-Armies asks you. "Why doesn't one of you just shut the Temple doors and lock them? Then none of you can get in and play at religion with this silly, empty-headed worship. I am not pleased. The God-of-the-Angel-Armies is not pleased. And I don't want any more of this so-called worship!

Here we see that God would prefer no worship to shoddy worship.  In the New Testament there is a similar sentiment when it states that sacrifice is not what God desires, but a contrite heart.  The act of worship without the heart does not benefit you, nor is it acceptable to God.

God is gracious and He does offer us forgiveness time and time again.  We need to pay attention to this grace from God so we do not despise God’s Word.  Your heart is found in no better place than with God in worship.  Don’t forget Him this summer.  You are the apple of His eye.  Visit Him often, wherever you go.

I would also like to encourage you to remember with thanksgiving how God has blessed you.  God has blessed you with a special church family.  I believe that our short walk together has been a blessing to me.  God has blessed you with a new family who has moved here specifically to assist you in ministry.  May you be a blessing to the Brown family honoring them with the support servants of God deserve.  

VBS

St. Mark will be partnering with West Henrietta Baptist to hold VBS this August 11 - 15 meeting 9:00 - 11:30 each day.  Can you volunteer as little as 30 mins for 1 day?  If so, this note is God calling you to this ministry.  We will have an informational meeting on Wednesday July 16th at 7 PM.  We will have a training session on Wednesday August 6th at 7 PM.  See the church website to register or contact Judy Cook, Nancy Connorton or the church office for more information.  The Power Lab is starting to bubble...

VISITATIONS

If you would like to ensure that someone member or not receives a pastoral visit please contact the office with the name and location.  
SUMMER STUDY

What is the Book of Concord and why should I care?  June 25th was the commemoration of the Augsburg Confession which defines us as Lutherans.  For those interested in discussing and understanding the confession of faith to which an LCMS minister must subscribe without reservation, please join us starting July 13th after worship on Sundays through Aug 3rd.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Rally day is only 2 months away.  Watch this space for future updates as this ministry gets rolling.

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS
Sharon Appleby is accepting requests at sappleby1@rochester.rr.com or 334-7111.

2008
YEAR-TO-DATE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
In your mail boxes, you will find a detailed breakdown and summary of your giving during this past six months. Please take the time to carefully review this record of giving for accuracy, and if you have any questions, please see or contact Peggy Hoock at 359-2482
Whenever possible, please use your assigned envelopes for your weekly offering.  We want to make sure that you receive accurate statements at the end of the year.  If you don't have envelopes, please come see me.  Also, if you would like to designate your offering to go to an account other than for the general church fund for the current week, mark it clearly on your envelope.   Some members designate part of their offering to go into the parking lot, building, pre-school, kitchen, or memorial accounts.   Just mark your envelope accordingly.   
Peggy Hoock - Financial Secretary

NEW WEBSITE

www.saintmarkslutheran.org is St. Mark’s new website.  Being of an organic nature it has already grown and morphed a little.  Please catch the information and links about VBS on the site.  There are also now enough posts to get a flavor of what a blog is and what information appears there.  I hope that some of you have found the daily meditation helpful, if not, please take this as an invitation to visit and be in the Word.  The website has also grown an events calendar.  Mindy and Vicar are attempting to keep this as current as possible.  If we have missed something, or if you want to be sure to get it on the page, please contact the office.  The basic information on events, dates and times is now just a click away.  I’m sure that this site will continue to change to meet the needs of the congregation.  If you have any suggestions please drop me a note at pastor@saintmarkslutheran.org.  If after getting a glimpse of what it looks like you would like to be a voice on the site, please give me a call and we can give you a little tutorial and get you set up.

OPPORTUNITIES TO BE IN THE WORD

1) Your new Vicar is more often than not a lectionary preacher.  What that means is that the readings the church has chosen to be read for any given Sunday are the basis of the sermon.  I would like to start a study based around those readings one week in advance (i.e. the lessons assigned for July 20th would be studied the week of the 6th.)  This helps in three ways: 
· it gets Vicar Brown thinking about the next sermon texts earlier, 
· it opens up the readings and sermon process to input from those who hear them and 
· it changes weekly so that if you miss a week or want to attend on the spur of the moment, you can.
Initial thoughts on time would be Thursday evenings 7 - 8 PM, but I'm open to suggestions.  First meeting will be July 10th at that time to look at the readings for July 20th (Is 44:6-8, Rom 8:18-27, Matt 13:24-30, 36-43). Format is devotional and local (i.e. we will ask less "what does this text say?" aiming for a concrete answer, and more "what does this text do to us when we read it?").

2) Your new Vicar’s prior life experience is in finance.  In light of that, I was contemplating a 4 week study taking a look at what the Bible says about money lightheartedly called - "God and Mammon."  For those potentially dreading a canned stewardship study, the vision is a study of what God's Word has to say about the intersection of vocation, money and the front page of the Wall Street Journal.  Time is TBA depending upon interest and feedback.  Please give the office a call expressing interest or drop Vicar Brown a note at pastor@saintmarkslutheran.org.
3) Anyone who is willing to host a study in their house as an outreach mission for as little as 2 weeks please contact Vicar Brown at pastor@saintmarkslutheran.org.  We will discuss how to invite, times and potential topics.

4) A study around parenting (baby-sitting provided) is a potential topic.  If interested contact Vicar Brown.

5) A Sunday school prep study for pastor and teachers only to prep for the coming Sunday's lessons. 

6, 7, 8
If you have read this far you probably get my drift.  Being in the Word is important in every Christian's life and would be a centerpiece of my ministry.  I tend to believe short term topical studies offer great evangelism potential and are participatory.  If you have any burning questions please suggest them and I'm certain we can work up a time, location and relevant study.  God's Word is full of Treasures waiting to be taken out.

OUTREACH at the AVON CORN FESTIVAL

Avon’s annual Corn Festival will be held in August.  St. Mark can get space for a booth, free of charge, at the festival as long as nothing is sold.  At the very least literature, balloons, and pencils providing church information can be handed out.  A Diaper Changing booth is another idea that the Women’s Group is investigating for this event.  Additional ideas would be appreciated.  We are also looking for a 10’x10’ canopy to use for the Outreach Booth.  Please contact the church office if you would like to help.  Just a few interested people can make this event a great outreach.
STRAWBERRY SOCIAL
Break out your casserole and salad recipes and put on your Sunday best because the berries have been picked for the long waited for Neighborhood Strawberry Social.  St. Mark is hosting this event on Sunday, July 20th after service.  Please sign up on the bulletin board if you plan to attend.  Don’t forget to thank Loretta Engelhardt and Frank Kelsey for picking and preparing the berries.
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY SPONSORED BY THRIVENT
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, who have contributed many hundreds of dollars to St. Mark’s causes over the years, is asking for our help to build a Habitat House.  They are teaming up with Flower City Habitat for Humanity to build a home at 43 Grape Street in the Josana neighborhood of Rochester.  The work day runs from 8:45am till about 3:30pm Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday.  A professional staff person works with each volunteer to train you for the day’s task, so no prior building skill is needed.  All tools and safety equipment are also provided.  All you need to do is be there in work clothes and sturdy shoes.  To volunteer, please call Frank Dutt at 671-2250.
The Sower went out to sow seed…
Some fell on hard ground…

Some fell on rocky soil…

Some fell among the weeds…

But much fell on good soil, producing 30, 60 and 100 times what was sown.
Matt 13:1-9 (paraphrased)
ST. MARK FAMILY NEWS

Congratulations to:

· Jason and Kelley Cook, son and daughter-in-law of Brian and Judy Cook, on the birth of their daughter Claire Ellyse Cook born May 25th in Plattsburgh.  Claire was 6 lbs 9 oz. and both mother and daughter are home and doing fine.  Claire joins brother Aaron who is almost 4 and was baptized at St. Mark.
· Lisa Judson whose son Jackson Clayton will be baptized at St. Mark on July 13th.
· Ethel Louise and Frank Kelsey who will be celebrating their 25th Wedding Anniversary on July 22nd.

· Kyle Gerald Bennett who graduated from Wheatland-Chili High School on Sunday, June 29th.
· Steve and Peggy Hoock are proud to announce the birth of their granddaughter Molly Marie Hoock  Molly weighed in at 7 lbs 9 oz on June 11th. 

Prayers are needed for:

· Jon Lundberg as he continues to heal after knee surgery.
· Lois Siebert who is recuperating at Penfield Place Nursing Home, 1700 Penfield Road
· Jeanne Bushman who is recovering from back surgery.

· Krista Stevens who is now home but facing a long road of rehabilitation.
Hats off to:  

· Courtney Flotteron who helped an ill woman recover from a fainting spell while attending a soccer tournament on June 8, 2008.  During the tournament, which was held during record-breaking heat, a woman passed out at the concession stand.  She was revived, but offering assistance proved challenging because the woman was deaf. Fortunately, Courtney, a student at Burger Middle School, has studied American Sign Language and was able to translate for the woman. She learned that the woman was hungry and light-headed a few moments before falling to the ground, and so she was given a snack on the scene.  Courtney was the only person who was able to communicate clearly with the woman. 
New address:

· Sylvia Lees is now residing at 39 High Manor Drive Apt. 3, Henrietta, NY  14467

· Mark (Vicar) and Ellen Brown have made their home at 16 Sparrow Drive, West Henrietta, NY  14586
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