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PASTOR’S ARTICLE

How Far Can You See?

I found a great resource on the Internet called Google Earth.  You can actually sit at your computer and look at places all over the world from popular tourist attractions to remote places.  What I like most about this site is that it’s free!

It’s not perfect.  In some places, you can see clearly as close at 400 ft above the land.  In other places, the resolution is not good at all, but you can see where things are well enough to get a good idea of the lay of the land.  In a matter of seconds you can zoom in from 23,000 miles above the earth to see 800 ft. above your house.  If you zoom back out, you know your house is there, but it disappears at about 16,000 ft.  At 21 miles above ground level, North Tonawanda disappears.  At about 12,000 miles above, Lakes Erie and Ontario disappear.  Of course they are all still there, but your loose the ability to see them.  

I believe God is amazing in that His perspective is perfect from every angle.  He not only can see way above the earth throughout the universe, he can also see closely into our hearts and motives.  I find that mind-boggling!  

God also gives us the ability to be aware of others’ lives around us.  As I am zooming in and out all over the world, I am aware that there are people out there who don’t know Jesus.  I know what is happening in my life, but what about people in the congregation, community, region, country, continent and world?  It is mind-boggling to believe God has set this view for us to see and witness to.  Acts 1:8 informs us that we will be God’s witnesses close in and far away.

Does our congregation have a close in and far away view?  Can we focus in and out on our surroundings so we are aware of the land around us?  What would God have us do with this perspective in our ministry?  I for one hope that we always understand that there is a bigger picture.  “For God so loved the World that He gave is only begotten Son.”  I hope we never become so focused on ourselves that the bigger picture of our congregational ministry to community, region, etc. disappears.  I want to encourage us to expand our vision with deeds that show we understand our surroundings.  

By Pastor DeSoto
THOUGHTS FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT
I can’t believe that it is June already.  June brings changes; end of the school year, gardens, vacations and most importantly the arrival of the Brown family.  Mark Brown is our new Vicar and introduces himself elsewhere in the Newsletter.  Please help them feel welcome. 

While that is exciting we have lots of things to do ourselves.  There are many opportunities to help, it is our turn to host the Strawberry Social, we have a work day scheduled for the Church, and we are looking at other outreach opportunities.  Take a moment to think about how you can help.  Many hands make light work and the more people that help and get excited the easier it will be. 

While we are excited to see the Browns arrive, it will be somewhat bittersweet, since we will also bid farewell to Pastor DeSoto.  Pastor DeSoto has been working very hard on our behalf in the pulpit and as a teacher to help us grow.
Yours in Christ, Jon Lundberg
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INTRODUCTION TO VICAR BROWN

     The placement process used by the seminaries often gets compared to an arranged marriage which causes interesting letters of introduction.  I’d like to say hello, and introduce myself and my family to the family at St. Mark, a family we are hoping to become a part of over time. 

     A total of four Browns will be heading up to West Henrietta this June.  I’m Mark Brown. My wife is Ellen, and my two kids are Anna Grace who will be 5 by the time we arrive in town and David who is 2 1/2.  David was born in St. Louis the October after we moved to start seminary.  Anna was born in NY on the eastern part of the state.  Before seminary (and continuing for a couple of years during) I worked for IBM for a total of 9 years.  While at IBM, I held a variety of positions with various levels of responsibility most of them in finance.  Prior to IBM and the Hudson Valley, we lived in Pittsburgh.  That is where I met Ellen, in church of all places.  We joked around that the placement process is our second arranged marriage as our own was fixed by Ellen’s mom, Dottie, and the ladies of Good Shepherd.  I worked as an engineer during the day and completed an MBA in the evening at the University of Pittsburgh.  That first job was a fun one as I got to play with fire all day.  The company I worked for built and designed industrial furnaces, so working with flames over 20 ft long and environments over 2000F was a typical experience.  I had attended Grove City College which is about 1 hour north of Pittsburgh, and took the job playing with fire after graduation.

     The question that usually comes up is: how does an engineer/MBA working for IBM wind up at Concordia Seminary?  There is a long answer and a shorter one.  I’ll save the long answer for a later date and people who might be interested.  The short answer is go and read Matt 21: 28 – 32.  At a young age I thought that I would attend the seminary, but I just kept saying no, not right now, like the older son in the parable.  Eventually saying no didn’t seem right.

     Right now we are saying good bye to friends, enjoying some extra time with the kids, packing boxes and cleaning the house for sale.  It is amazing what a lack of time and two toddlers will do to a place.  The moving trailer arrives June 17th and we hope to be in West Henrietta about 5 days later (assuming we can soon lock down an apartment).  Until we get there we can be reached at (314)-914-7071 or brownmp@agricolae.net.  We look forward in hope to joining your community.

In Christ,

Mark, Ellen, Anna and David
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
We WILL be having VBS this summer as a joint venture with the West Henrietta Baptist Church. The theme is "Power Lab: Discovering Jesus' Miraculous Power". It will run from Mon. Aug 11 to Fri Aug 15 from 9:00-11:30. We will have classes for preschool through grade 6. In order for this to be successful, we need your help. We need teachers and helpers. We are not asking for a week long commitment- if you can only teach a class one day, or maybe want to just organize the crafts, whatever your interest and availability, we can find something for you to do. This is a great way to bring the message of Jesus' love to children and to reach out into our community. Please contact Judy Cook or Nancy Connorton if you have any questions or would like to help in any way.

Trivia Question
Who mowed the grass for St. Mark last summer?
(answer can be found in this newsletter)
PRESCHOOL SUNDAY

On Sunday, June 8th at 10:00am, St Mark Lutheran Church and Preschool will celebrate “Preschool Sunday”.  After a brief welcome, the children of the preschool will sing some of the songs they have learned in school.  During the service we will have a visit from Steven Nichols and family (a past preschool family) with some Gospel Magic.  Following service we will be having coffee/juice and snack in the multipurpose room for everyone.

CROP WALK

Thank you to friends and family of St. Mark who donated $325, matched by Thrivent, to the 2008 Crop Walk.  145 people from 8 Henrietta churches joined Helen Ely and Loretta Engelhardt on the May 4th walk to raise awareness and funds to help areas hit by natural disasters.  Approximately $13,000 was raised by the churches that participated.

OUTREACH at the AVON CORN FESTIVAL

Avon’s annual Corn Festival will be held in August.  St. Mark can get space for a booth, free of charge, at the festival as long as nothing is sold.  At the very least literature, balloons, and pencils providing church information can be handed out.  A Diaper Changing booth is another idea that the Women’s Group is investigating for this event.  Additional ideas would be appreciated.  We are also looking for a 10’x10’ canopy to use for the Outreach Booth.  Please contact the church office if you would like to help.  Just a few interested people can make this event a great outreach.
RIVERTON GARAGE SALE

The preschool was fortunate enough to have another successful fund raising event at the Riverton Garage Sale. Our special thanks to Kevin and Anie McDonald for allowing us to set up the sale at their house.  Thank you to everyone who donated items to be sold and the preschool committee who helped sort, price and work at the sale. We made a little over $600 and we will be receiving an additional $200 from Thrivent.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY SPONSORED BY THRIVENT
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, who have contributed many hundreds of dollars to St. Mark’s causes over the years, is asking for our help to build a Habitat House.  They are teaming up with Flower City Habitat for Humanity to build a home at 43 Grape Street in the Josana neighborhood of Rochester.  The work day runs from 8:45am till about 3:30pm Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday.  A professional staff person works with each volunteer to train you for the day’s task, so no prior building skill is needed.  All tools and safety equipment are also provided.  All you need to do is be there in work clothes and sturdy shoes.  To volunteer, please call Frank Dutt at 671-2250.
Answer to Trivia Question:  
A Non-Member volunteered 3 hours each weekend last summer to mow the grass for St. Mark.  He expected nothing in return.
NEW WEBSITE

St. Mark’s has a new official website:  www.saintmarkslutheran.org.  A website is organic by nature.  It will grow over time and some areas might be pruned.  Right now it contains four primary areas.  Three static pages: 1) a simple location, contacts and worship times, 2) a history page and 3) a preschool page and one dynamic page configured as a blog, more about below.  Future additions planned are a calendar, a picture gallery, and a couple of password protected elements like a survey/feedback collection area and a church directory.  The pictures currently in use came from Mr. Wayne Warriner with some cropping to prepare for upload.  The images in use are icons of the evangelist, St. Mark. 

A blog, what’s a blog?  A blog is the term for a weblog.  Offline, it would be a cross between a newsletter, a diary and a scrapbook.  The main purpose is communication to and from a variety of intended groups.  As a minister I would intend to use the blog to post a short daily reading and devotion - think Portals of Prayer with some local flavor and available at a computer.  The intention is two fold: 1) to extend the ministry of the word in a shorter format for those who might not make a bible study on a regular basis and to reach the entire congregation with something beyond the sermon and 2) to offer a flavor of the ministry and teaching seen at St. Mark to unchurched in the community.  As expressed above the purpose is communication to and from a variety of people.  This might reflect more the newsletter and scrapbook functions.  Potential examples could be: photos of church events or gathering, mentions and reminders of opportunities for service to our neighbors, discussion about decisions facing the church, and maybe even “hey, pastor, what about x?” questions.  The blog becomes a public witness of the family of St. Mark.  

So, what is the bottom line of that discussion?  First, go and take a look at the site.  Comments are always welcome.  Second, in regards to the organic nature of a website, if you’ve got something you think should be highlighted on its own page, contact me and let’s see how we can get it done.   Third, if you have any desire to be a public voice on the blog please contact me at browmp@agricolae.net.  My not very deep thoughts were that between my devotions and five or six members who might commit to post once a week we could have a nice little site.  If you have any interest or would like some more info on what that would mean, just drop me a note.  I’m looking forward to seeing everyone.  

 Vicar Mark Brown
PRESCHOOL PASTA DINNER

The St. Mark Preschool Committee would like to thank everyone who helped with our second annual pasta dinner. We had another successful event; we made $1700 from the dinner and bake sale. We will also be receiving approximately $560 in additional funds from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. This money will go towards establishing a scholarship fund for families who are in need of tuition assistance.  
We would like to thank the following people for their help and support:

Jerry Gardner-cook

Gene Porter

Frank Kelsey

John Butterazi

Tom Gottschalk

Ray Bialkowski

Loretta Engelhardt

Peggy Kurtz

Steve Hoock

Joanne Madonia

Melinda Baerwaldt

Allison Yauchzee

Nancy Connorton

Laurie Waden

Mindy Pilotte

Sue Bennett

Tammy Levinson

Kevin Levinson

Linda Bialkowski

Cindy Bahr

Charlie Gruschow

Girl Scouts from Troop 412

Victoria Wildow

Samantha Bahr

Natalie Bialkowski

Maya Duhart

Thank you to all of you who attended the dinner, baked items for the bake sale, and sold tickets. Your support is greatly appreciated.

ST. MARK FAMILY NEWS

Congratulations to:

· Karen and Nate Groff, daughter and son-in-law of Wayne and Dee Dee Warriner, on the birth of their son Alden Jay Harlen Groff who arrived on April 11th.  Mom, Dad and baby are doing well.

· Lisa Judson who gave birth to son Jackson Clayton on May 23rd.  Mom and baby are now home from the hospital.

· Scott Holmes who is graduating from SUNY Geneseo with a degree in Business Admin.

· Alexandra Holmes who is graduating from Avon High School and has been accepted to D’Youville College in Buffalo for Occupational Therapy.

Prayers are needed for:

· Krista Stevens, daughter of Ken and Trudy Stevens, who is at Strong Memorial Hospital recovering from a serious accident.

· Lois Siebert who is recovering at Penfield Place Nursing Home, 1700 Penfield Road
· Jeanne Bushman who will be having surgery on June 2nd.
Hats off to:

· Helen Ely who received the 2008 Henrietta Woman of the Year award.

· Crystal Kolady for joining the FISH team of drivers.
ST. MARK PRESCHOOL GRADUATION
Please join us on Friday, June 20th at 7:30pm as we celebrate the graduation of St. Mark’s 39th year of classes and ministry to the Henrietta community. 
WORK DAY

What is it they say about first impressions?  First impressions can make or break a deal and they never leave you.  It is time to spruce up St. Mark.  We have a new Vicar coming in June and Outreach efforts are moving ahead so we need to get ready!  Please reserve Saturday, June 7th as a work day at St. Mark.  A list of jobs and a sign-up sheet have been posted on the bulletin board.  Please take a moment to look over the list and sign-up to work.  Hot dogs and hamburgers will be provided, so if possible please bring a dish to pass and we’ll turn the noon hour into a picnic.  Donations for mulch, topsoil paint and cement etc. will be greatly appreciated.
MATTHEW 21:28-32 (NIV)The Parable of the 2 Sons 

28"What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, 'Son, go and work today in the vineyard.' 

29"I will not,' he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. 

30"Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, 'I will, sir,' but he did not go. 

31"Which of the two did what his father wanted?" 
"The first," they answered. 

Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 
32For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him.
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